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tained at high frequencies in natural 
populations, he found that all alleles 
at this locus found in the wild were 
transmitted by heterozygous males to 
90-99% of their offspring. This evolu
tionary force-gametic selection-was 
thus more powerful than the force of 
natural selection which would eliminate 
homozygous embryos. 

In addition to these purely scientific 
activities, Professor Dunn was con
vinced that relations between nations 
and cultures could be improved by us
ing scientific collaboration as a bridge. 
As an army officer returning from 
Europe in 1919, he helped to provide 
agencies in the Soviet Union with 
scientific and technical literature use
ful in the new state which arose from 
the revolution of October, 1917. He 
visited the Soviet Union in 1927 at the 
time of the lOth Anniversary of the 
Revolution and thereafter remained in 
close contact with the active school of 
genetics there. During the Second 
World War he was President of the 
American-Soviet Science Society which 
undertook the exchange of scientific 
and technical publications. The same 
interest in international scientific col
laboration was responsible for his part 
in organising facilities in the USA for 
enabling scholars displaced by the Nazi 
takeover of 1933 to continue their 
work in American universities. 

What began then as the Emergency 
Committee for German Scholars be
came, as fascism spread, The Emer
gency Committee in Aid of Displaced 
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The Barclay Prize of the British Insti
tute of Radiology has been awarded to 
Godfrey Hounsficld and James Am
brose. 

Corrigendum 
In the article "Batesian mimicry with
out distastefulness" by D. 0. Gibson 
(Nature, 250, 77; 1974) the quotation in 
the penultimate sentence should read 
... in the population 'the selective dis
advantage of being common begins to 
outweigh the advantage of being 
conspicuous" and predation will 
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Scholars, and he served as a member 
of its Executive Committee from 1933 
until its dissolution in 1947. 

Always interested in questions of 
race, he began in 1933 actively to apply 
biological ideas to social and political 
questions, and to speak and write 
about heredity m relation to racial 
prejudice in ways designed for the 
general public. This led, in collabora
tion with his friend and colleague, Th. 
Dohzhansky, to the publication in 1946 
of Heredity, Race and Society, a hook 
which has now appeared in almost all 
languages, and subsequently in 1951 to 
a Unesco Report, Race and Biology; 
both of these were fundamental in 
establishing the then novel view of 
human races as populations differing in 
the relative frequencies of genes shared 
by most populations. 

These activities were an expression 
not only of his interest in science as an 
instrument of international education, 
hu.t of his view that, to he effective, 
efforts of this sort had eventually to 
achieve a political forum. Other ex
pressions of the latter view can be 
found in advisory and consultative 
work beginning in 1940 in aid of efforts 
to devise a means for the support of 
science by the United States Govern
ment. He was involved in early drafts 
of legislation which arc predecessors of 
that which finally brought about the 
creation of the United States National 
Science Foundation in 1950. 

Professor Dunn received the SeD 
from Harvard University in 1920, and 
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Smithsonian Contributions to Botany, No. 13: 
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after a time at the Agricultural Experi
ment Station in Storrs, Connecticut, 
joined the raculty of Columbia Univer
sity as Professor of Zoology in 1928. 
At the time of his death he was Emeri
tus Professor and Senior Research 
Scientist at Columbia. He was a mem
ber of the National Academy of 
Sciences (USA), the American Aca
demy of Arts and Sciences, the 
American Philosophical Society, the 
Norwegian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and the Academia Patavnia; 
he had been President of the Genetics 
Society of America, the American 
Society of Naturalists, and the Ameri
can Society of Human Genetics. He 
also served on many editorial boards, 
and was for some years managing 
editor of Genetics, and later of the 
American Naturalist, the oldest bio
logical journal in the United States. In 
addition to Heredity, Race and Society, 

his books include Principles of Gene
tics, Heredity and Evolution in Human 
Populations, and A Short History of 

Genetics. 
His associates in all his various 

endeavours will remember him for his 
stubborn integrity, his sure and im
mediate grasp of the essentials of any 
problem or situation, and his complete 
freedom from pretence or self impor
tance of any kind. Many of us who 
knew him will continue to measure 
our own success by the degree to which 
we live up to the standards which he 
set. 
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