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ness, which was at that time devastating
the population on the northern shore of
Lake Victoria. This work, published
mainly in the Proceedings of the Royal
Society, involved cytological studies of
extreme delicacy and her beautifully
illustrated papers are undoubted classics.
Her work on this subject has never been
superseded nor indeed cqualled, and
the accuracy of some of her conclusions
(for example, the role of the stumpy
blood-stream trypomastigote in infect-
ing the vector, Glossina spp.) is only
now being fully appreciated.

After this period Dr Robertson
returned to the Lister Institute in 1915
as protozoologist, a post which she
occupied for the remainder of her
working life, which continued until she
was at least 78. During the First World
War she showed her versatility by
making valuable studies, eminently
practical at that time, of the anaerobic
bacteria causing gas gangrene, and she
became secretary of the Medical
Research Council’s first Anaerobes
Committee and a contributor to the
Council’s System of Bacteriology.
Later, she returned to her first scientific
loves, the protozoa, continuing her ele-
gant cytological studies on the free
living flagellate Bodo and on the
finer details of nuclear structure and
division in Trypanaesoma. Miss Robert-
som’s practical nature reasserted itself
and she began a long series of pioneering
studies of the host’s immune response to
the parasite Trichomonas Jfoetus, an
economically important cause of bovine
abortion. This work was summarized
in her contribution to the book Inimu-
nity to Protozoa, published in 1963
when Miss Robertson was 80, She
celebrated her 80th birthday by deliver-
ing the sixth Marjory Stephenson
Memorial Lecture to the Society for

General Microbiology, in which she
discussed the cytology, life cycles and
what she referred to as “the highly
experimental approach . . . to sex” of
her beloved protozoa. In this wide
ranging review she showed a wholly
typical grasp of modern techniques by
referring to electron-microscope ob-
servations as well as to her own pioneer-
ing researches and to the work of many
others, spanning the intervening half-
century.  Her scientific achievements
were recognized by her election to an
FRS in 1947.

Everyone who met Dr Robertson was
impressed by her kindliness, her willing-
ness to impart knowledge, her enthu-
siasm for her subject and her forthright
personality. She belonged to a genera-
tion of female scientific explorers which
was probably unique. Not only will
she be sadly missed by her many friends
and her wide circle of scientific acquain-
tances, but science as a whole will be
the poorer for her death. Happily, her
great contributions to knowledge remain
in the scientific literature and in the
work of those whom she advised and
inspired.
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