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ment of the Natural Environment Re
search Council's Institute of Tree Bio
logy. It would seem singularly inappro
priate, therefore, to suggest now that the 
"more interesting" parts of the Commis
sion's own research programme might 
be transferred to the research councils. 
Moreover, such transfer could hardly be 
justified on the grounds that the research 
councils are commercially profitable. 

Yours faithfully, 
PHILIP WAREING 

Department of Botany and 
Microbiology, 
University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth 

These arguments are not compelling. 
(1) Professor Wareing's suggestion 

that existing forests would be commer
cially profitable if the capital cost of 
their formation had been saddled with 
an interest rate equal to the expected 
rate of return from new planting does 
not invalidate the assertion that this 
rate of return is much less than that 
expected from other forms of public 
investment, by which test the Forestry 
Commission's operations are unequivo
cally unprofitable. 

(2) On the scale of the Forestry 
Commission's research programme, the 
question raised in Nature was whether 
a research programme costing 8 per 
cent of the commission's annual oper
ating budget is justifiable when there is 
no prospect that research and develop
ment will make the publicly owned 
forests commercially viable in the 
ordinary sense. 

(3) It is true and was acknowledged 
that much of the research is relevant to 
other aspects of British life, but the 
question is whether, in those circum
stances, the appropriate customer (in 
Rothschild's sense) should be some 
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other organization than the Forrestry 
Commission. 

(4) Humdrum was not intended to 
apply to the practical work of the re
search division of the Forestry Commis
sion but to such projects as the attempt 
to quantify the recreational benefits of 
British forests, referred to in the leading 
article of which Professor Wareing 
complains. 

Editor, Nature 

Addendum 
A NOTE in proof should have been added 
to the article "Action of Black Widow 
Spider Venom on an Aminergic Synapse" 
by S. G. Cull-Candy, H. Neal and 
P. N. R. Usherwood (Nature, 241, 353; 
1973) as follows : "N. Kawai, A. Mauro 
and H. Grundfest (J, Gen. Physiol., 6, 650; 
1972) have recently shown that BWSV 
also acts on lobster nerve-muscle syn
apses, thus confirming our report of the 
action of this toxin on non-cholinergic 
systems". 

Erratum 
IN the article, "Further Investigations of 
the Transfer of Bomb 14C to Man", by 
D. D. Harkness and A. Walton (Nature, 
240, 302; 1972), the following correc
tions should have been made. Paragraph 
1, line 7, should read " ... differed signi
ficantly from ... "; paragraph 5, the 
equation should read" .. . D,=0.95 A,+ 
0.05 0,"; paragraph 5, lines 8-10, should 
read "It seems that the finite turnover 
time for carbon in the human body can 
be measured via the temporal changes 
in environmental 14·C concentrations"; 
paragraph 7, penultimate sentence, should 
read "Smaller variations in the 14C 
concentrations in individual soft tissues, 
although statistically not significant, do 
appear to be real". 
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