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inoculated himself on several occasions 
with Brugia parasites from animals. 
Each time he became quite ill and he 
developed the characteristic syndrome 
with fever, pneumonitis and a very high 
eosinophilia. In his classical papers2
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describing these experiments the 
"human volunteer" remained anony
mous and it was a feature of his 
modesty that whenever he lectured on 
the subject he never referred to his own 
role in these experiments. This was not 
the first time he had been the subject 
of a self-infection experiment; as early 
as 1931 he had demonstrated that the 
pig Ascaris was non-infective to man, 
and in 1933 he showed that although 
the hookworm Necator suillus was a 
distinct species it was capable of infect
ing man and that it could cause con
fusion in diagnosis. 

In 1946, when Leiper retired, Buckley 
was appointed to the Julien Courtauld 
Chair of Helminthology in the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi
cine and he also succeeded Leiper as 
editor of the Journal of Helminthology. 
He edited the journal single handed 
without interruption up to the time of 
his death. It was very much a personal 
production, there was no editorial 
panel, he attended to every detail him
self. He was in constant demand for 
his opinion on the identification and 
classification of helminths from man 
and animals and one job that he 
enjoyed was identifying the helminths 
collected from animals at the London 
Zoo. 

For the last fifteen years of his life 
he was partially paralysed and he was 
rarely free from severe pain but he 
always produced the journal on time 
and he never missed a lecture. His 
students were unaware of his agony. 
He will be remembered with affection 
by thousands of postgraduate students 
from all parts of the world for his 
clarity of expression, his modesty, his 
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dry wit and, for those who could break 
through his barrier of reserve, for his 
unfailing help with difficult problems. 
Buckley was a deeply religious man but 
he was never sanctimonious and very 
few of his friends realized that he 
regularly attended mass. He sought no 
worldly honours but he was delighted 
when he was elected to receive the 
O'Connor award by the International 
Congress of Tropical Medicine in 1969 
in recognition of his outstanding contri
bution to filariasis and only a few 
weeks before he died he was awarded 
the Doctorate of Laws by the National 
University of Ireland. 
1 J. Helminth., 11, 99 (1934). 
2 J. He/minth., 16, 121 (1938). 
3 J. Helminth., 25, 213 (1951). 
• Ann. Trop. Med. Parasit., 54, 75 (1960). 
5 E. Afric. Med. ]. , 35, 493 (1958). 
6 J. Helminth., R. T. Leiper Suppl., 17 
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International Meetings 
June 27-30, Chemistry at Interfaces, 
Rovinj (Dr V. Pravdic, "Rudjer Bo~kovic" 
Institute, POB 1016, 41001 Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia). 
June 28, Sampling in the Mineral and 
Metallurgical Processing Industries, Lon
don (Editor, Institution of Mining and 
Metallurgy, 44 Portland Place, London 
WlN 4BR). 
July 2-5, Environmental Acoustics, Lon
don (Meetings Officer, Institute of Phy
sics, 47 Belgrave Square, London SWlX 
SQX). 
July 2-10, South African Science Week, 
Johannesburg (Secretary of Science Week, 
University of the Witwatersrand, PO Box 
1176, Johannesburg, South Africa). 
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