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Your reviewer writes as though the 
report suggests that projects should 
not be abandoned. On the contrary, 
it refers to the inevitability of this. But 
your review is altogether too complacent 
to claim that none of the cases Dr Reekie 
reported should cause surprise and that 
all of them merely represent "unavoidable 
ups and downs of commercial life". 
In no fewer than seven of the twenty 
firms visited development projects had 
been abandoned because they had been 
unwittingly duplicated within the same 
organization. In other cases, there 
had been several years of successful 
technical development before any market 
assessment had been undertaken. Surely 
no management could claim that such 
cases were unavoidable? In regard to 
the timing of abandonment your reviewer 
appears to agree with the centre--though 
with an odd twist he suggests that he is 
saying something different. 

We appreciate your having paid so 
much attention to our first report. But 
we must advise those of your readers 
who wish to know what the report says 
to read it in the original. 

Chairman, 

Yours faithfully, 

DUNCAN BURN 

Centre for the Study 
of Industrial Innovation, 
162 Regent Street, 
London WIR 6DD 

Those who collect information but 
who neglect to analyse it must surely 
not be surprised if others draw lessons 
from it which may sometimes be un
welcome-Editor, Nature. 

Erratum 
Last week's News and Views editorial 
"Haemoglobin Synthesized in Xenopus 
Eggs" (233, 161; 1971), contained the 
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erroneous statement that AUGpolyU is 
translated when injected into Xenopus 
eggs. Of course, as Gurdon et at. re
ported in their article on page 177 of that 
issue, this messenger does not promote 
the incorporation of phenylalanine. 

British Diary 
Tuesday, September 28 
Centralized Control Systems (four-day 

conference) Institution of Electrical 
Engineers; and the Institution of 
Electronic and Radio Engineers, at 
Savoy Place, London WC2. 

Schizophrenia: Biochemistry, Genetics 
and Therapy (two-day conference) 
Schizophrenia Association, at Church 
House, Dean's Yard, Westminster, 
London SWl. 

Wednesday, September 29 
Less Common Methods of Separation 

(9.30 a.m. symposium) Institution of 
Chemical Engineers, Midlands Branch, 
at the University of Birmingham. 

Microbial Control in Pharmaceutical and 
Cosmetic Preparations (two-day sym
posium) Society of Cosmetic Chemists 
of Great Britain, jointly with the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain, at Imperial College, London 
SW7. 

Thursday, September 30 
Biochemical Engineering (2 p.m. sym

posium) Institution of Chemical 
Engineers, at the University of Tech
nology, Claverton Down, Bath. 

Friday, October 1 
Autumn Meeting and Annual General 

Meeting (afternoon) Bone and Tooth 
Society, at the Royal Dental Hospital, 
London. 
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The Properties of Anticorrosive Pigments 
(10 a.m.) Mr J. Bowden, Oil and 
Colour Chemists' Association, 
Scottish-Student Group, at the St 
Enoch Hotel, Glasgow. 

Saturday, October 2 
Teaching of Mathematics in Schools in 

Relation to the Teaching of Physics 
(symposium) Institute of Mathematics 
and its Applications, jointly with the 
Institute of Physics, at Eton College, 
Windsor. 

Monday, October 4 
Practical Pigment Dispersion (7 p.m.) 

Mr J. R. Groom and Mr M. Baker, 
Oil and Colour Chemists' Association, 
at the Queens Hotel, George Street, 
Hull. 
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