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OLD WORLD 

TECHNOLOGY 

lndustrlallzing the Ivory Towers 
THE well worn theme of how to strengthen links be
tween universities and industry is the subject of 
another report. A committee of vice-chancellors and 
industrialists convened by the Confederation of British 
Industry, and chaired by Mr P. Docksey of British 
Petroleum Ltd, has found that although both sides 
desire a strong scientific relationship with each other, 
not enough collaboration on research in fact takes place 
{Industry, Science and Universities, Confederation of 
.British Industry, £2). The report, which provides a 
useful survey of the present links between universities 
and industry, unfortunately makes few specific sug
gestions on how to improve the situation. Its recom
mendations include joint industry/university staff 
appointments, joint research projects and wider use 
by industry of university consultants. 

The committee's suggestions are based on replies to 
questionnaires sent to industrial firms, university vice
chancellors and heads of departments. Although each 
sector said it would welcome more collaboration, the 
survey of existing links, which constitutes the bulk of 
the report, seems to indicate that each sector might be 
paying lip service to the idea, but doing little to bring 
it about. Less than a quarter of the companies sur
veyed, for example, frequently approach universities for 
technical assistance, and although 75 per cent said that 
they are prepared to release some of their employees for 
refresher courses, only 28 per cent would do so for 
periods of more than six months-and only then if 
fewer than 0·2 per cent of their scientists and techno
logists were involved. 

The committee also draws attention to the close 
cooperation between universities and industry in the 
US, Germany and the Netherlands, and it points out 
that these links are chiefly the product of the local 
nature of universities in those countries. It welcomes 
the similar approach of the new technological univer
sities in .Britain, and hopes "that their success will help 
convert their colleagues elsewhere". The other factor 
relevant to international comparisons which the report 
singles out is that in the UK, research associations and 
government laboratories provide the services to industry 
that in other countries are available at universities. 
But the committee has no recommendation to make 
on this aspect. 

There was, however, "no suggestion from either side 
that any major organizational change would help 
improve the situation. Both sides see the problem 
overwhelmingly as one of establishing or developing 
personal contacts", and that, presumably, is why the 
committee made very few firm recommendations. 
Apart from extolling the virtues of collaboration for 
''increasing the relevance of research to the needs of 
society" and for making academics more fully aware 
of industrial needs and developments, the committee 
could do little more than offer a few platitudes. Perhaps 
its most specific piece of advice is that universities 
should be willing to allow their staff to spend between 
10 and 20 per cent of their time on collaboration with 
industry, and it urges industry "to investigate the 
organizational changes which are necessary to spread 
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responsibility more widely"-young graduates do 
not have sufficient responsibility in their jobs, the 
committee feels, and this deters many scientists from 
taking up industrial careers. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Pany Hack tor President 
THE recent dismissal of Dr Frantisek Sorm from the 
post of President of the Czechoslovak Academy of 
Sciences, followed by his unexplained absence from the 
IUPAC Conference in Riga (see Nature, 227, 4; 1970), 
highlights once again the considerable changes now 
taking place in the Czechoslovak Academy. The down
grading and dismissing of academicians, to an extent 
where certain departments have virtually closed down 
altogether, have been explained in a recent policy state
ment by Dr Sorm's successor as President of the 
Academy, Jaroslav Kozesnik. Dr Kozesnik was 
previously external director of the Academy's Institute 
of Information Theory and Automation. Unlike his 
predecessor, he is virtually unknown outside his native 
country. 

Dr Kozesnik states explicitly that many 'Iunction
aries, members of the Academy and scientific workers" 
must "bear the responsibility for the political situation 
in the critical period 1968-69". The political views of 
many such scientific workers were influenced bv 
"wrong views, often brought in from outside .. _,r_ 
However, he goes on, "their degrees in science could 
not impart any lasting conviction to something that 
was from the very start wrong, subjectivist and anti
socialist". 

Much therefore must be done to restore the status quo 
of the Academy. In future, the institutes of the Aca
demy must concentrate on their scientific work, but 
this should proceed "by means of an unconditional 
struggle against right-wing attitudes, revisionism and 
false ideologies". This struggle must be carried on "in 
the knowledge that any deviation from the Marxist
Leninist concept of the world can only have unfavour
able consequences". Only people "willing to admit their 
errors or who have committed none" are fit to hold 
high-ranking posts in science or in the academic world. 

Since an acceleration of the pace of the "scientific 
technological revolution" in Czechoslovakia is envis
aged, together with greater scientific cooperation be
tween Czechoslovakia and her socialist neighbours, 
especially the Soviet Union, the new Presidium of the 
Academy, says Kozesnik, must "give priority to the 
question of carrying out a purge of the Academy, and 
to selecting new teaching and administrative personnel". 
The purge at the top (which, incidentally, brought 
the new Presidium to power) is now to be continued, 
"right down to the lowest grades of worker". 

RADIO TELESCOPES 

Not Worth Ille Candlepower? 
ONE of the first scientific decisions confronting the 
new government in Brita.in is whether to proceed with 
the Mark V, 400-foot steerable radio telescope for 
Jodrell Bank. A factor which must be taken into 
account is the rapid progress being made on the West 
German 100-metre dish which is nearing completion at 
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