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Dr G. M. Vevers

GEOFFREY MaARR VEVERS died peacefully on January 9,
1970, in his 80th year, at the cottage he had built in a
corner of Whipsnade Park. He was an outstanding officer
of the Zoological Society of London for fifty years: from
1919 to 1923 as honorary parasitologist; then for twenty-
five years as its superintendent with charge of the collec-
tions both at Regent’s Park and, later, at Whipsnade;
finally, from his retirement in 1948, as honorary life
consultant.

Heo came of Herefordshire farming stock, being onc of
those rare contemnporaries with a grandparent living in
the eighteenth century: his grandfather was born in
1782. His father, born in 1821, practised locally as a
surgeon. Vevers’s own meodical training was interrupted
by the First World War, but after becoming MRCS and
LRCP in 1815, he served abroad for three ycars in the
RAMC, finishing with the rank of captain.

‘While assistant helminthologist at the London School
of Tropical Medicine he won a Beit Memorial Fellowship
and took part in the work of the British Guiana Filariasis
Commisgion. That he early showed the capacity for
rousing respect and affection that was his particular
quality ean be geen from the gesture of a grateful former
student in Lucknow some years later, designating an
oxyurid roundworm genus Vewersiac (Thapar). It was,
however, on his appointiment in 1923 as zoo superintendent
in succession to R, I. Pocock, at the instigation of Sir Peter
Chalmers Mitchell, that he found his true voeation. It
was 8 time of controversy in the zoo world, but Vevers
passed through unscathed, seconding Sir Peter Chalmers
Mitchell in the building of Whipsnade and Sir Julian
Huxley in his novelties of zoo architecture, facing tho
peculiar stresses of diet and security imposed by the
conditions of the Second World War, and establishing a
unique relation of confidence with council, colleagues and,
above all, staff.

His directly scientific publications were few: three
papers in Proc. Zool. Soc. between 1920 and 1923 on the
parasitology of zoo inmates and, later, mostly in collabora-
tion, papers on the birth of a hippopotemus and a chim-
panzee in the collection, on Pére David’s deer and on tool
uso by a captive monkey.

He regarded the popularization of knowledge from the
zoo collections not as an “extra’” but as a part of his
responsibilities, excolling as one of the earliest eontributors
to “Children’s Hour” and one of the first of all zoo tele-
vision educators at Alexandra Palace; it was a matter of
pride to him that ali fees received for such duties should be
divided between the individual keepers who assisted him
and the staff general fund.

In his later years of service, Vevers represented the
Zoological Boeiety in carrying out animal exchange in
several countries. He had a great interest in the USSR
and its peoples, taking a leading part in raising medical
aid for the Soviet Union during the Second World War and
for seven years editing the Anglo-Soviet Journal, the organ
of the Society for Cultural Relations.

In 1943 ho was awarded the Silver Medal of the Zoologi-
cal Society and in 1946 elected FRCS.

During the twenty-two years he spent with his wife
after retirement, his old friends found him as lively as
over and commenting on all nows with humour and
excitement. As mortality naturally diminished their
numbers, they were succeeded by a whole range of birds
and small mammals, with occasional visits by children
and grandchildren from several continents.
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Correspondence

Space for Britain and Japan

Sir,—I am grateful to you for giving some prominence
(Nature, 225, 987; 1970) to the successful firing of the
Black Arrow launcher on March 4. May I, however,
clarify two peints ?

While, as you say, we did not think it necessary, as the
result of the trouble with the first launching, to alter the
overall timetable, a change was made in that the second
firing wag not an orbital attempt.

Tho suggestion that, after the next firing this summer,
Britain will be square with the Japanese is a little hard.
This firing is due to put into orbit a total paylead {exclud-
ing the empty third stage) of some 80 kg, of which the
small test sphere will form only part. The Japanese
Lambda rocket is an adaptation of a sounding rocket
gimilar to our erstwhile Black Knight, and its payload
eapability is limited to the order of the 25 kg satellito
launched in February. The Japanese Mu launcher is
comparable with Black Arrow, but it is in a considerably
earlier state of development.

Yours faithfully,

R. H. W. BurLock
Ministry of Technology,
Prospect ITouse,
100 New Oxford Street, London WCI.

Compressed to Publish

Sir,—F. B. Sanford’s letter (Nafwure, 225, 979; 1970)
malkes an important and thoroughly neglected point, that
the average paper is let down by excessive cconomies in
publication. Two solutions are open to the investigator:
either he may reserve part of his research purse to pay
for more expansive presentation, or he may consider
channelling off the more weighty mass of data to a comn-
puter-based data bank. This is currently proposed by the
Palaeontological Association. Essential information would
be carried by a conventional summary paper, advertising
the detailed data, available as a tabulation on payment of
a fee.

These possible courses of action should not be allowed to
confuse the basic point that, overall, publication is a trivial
part of research costs. Furthor, many editors would not
allow more expansive format because this would upset
the commercial basis of their eurrently very profitable
business.

I think we need a direct challenge to the commereial
interests which have such influence on the cirenlation of
information and ideas. Take Nature itself. What pur-
pose is served by the present assemblage of highly com-
presgsed original papers and “‘letters” ecovering all of
geieniee, except personal advortisement ?

Yours faithfully,

J, D, RoBERTS
University College,
Cardiff.

Mysterious Satellites

S81r,—The statement in your article “Mysterious Satel-
lites™ (Naiure, 225, 899; 1970) that “Satellite DNAs were
discovered some gix years ago by several groups . .. "
is not quite accurate, The mouse satellite DNA was
discovered as a separate band in the CsCl gradient in
1960—10 years ago—by 8. Kit of the M. D. Anderson
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Hospital in Houston, Texas, and W. Szybalski of McArdle
Laboratory in Madison, Wisconsin, and it was first
reported in February 1961 at the TFifteenth Annual
Symposium on Fundamenfal Cancer Research, M. D.
Anderson Hospital and Tumor Institute, Houston, Texas
(The Molecular Basis of Neoplasia, University of Texas
Press, Austin, Texas, pp. 136 and, 164).

Yourg faithfully,

WACLAW SZYBALSKI
McArdle Laboratory,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin.

University News

Tue following appointments have been made to chairs in
the University of Edinburgh: Mr James T. Baxter
to the William Dick chair of veterinary medicine; Dr
H. J. Walton to the second chair of psychiatry; Dr Eric
Samuel to the Forbeg chair of medical radiology.

Dr N. S. Kirk has been appointed to a personal chair in
ergonomics, and Dr G. R. Wray has been appointed to a
personal chair in the Deparitment of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, both in Loughborough University of Technology.

Dr Peter H. Elworthy, Univergity of Strathclyde, has
been appointed to the chair of pharmacy in the University
of Manchester, in succession to Professor Kenneth
Bullock.

Dr Robert A. Sack has been appointed to a personal
¢hair in the Department of Mathematics, University of
Salford.

Dr S. A. Robertson, University of Liverpool, has been
appointed to the chair of pure mathemadtics in the Univer-
sity of Southampton,

Appointments

Mr J. D. Platt, head of the Components Department at
the Electrical Quality Assurance Directorate, has heen
appointed director of the British Calibration Service, in
succession to Mr H. E. Barnett.

Announcements

AT a meeting of the Society for Low Temperature Biology
on March 20, the John Scott award of the City of
Philadelphia for 1969 was presented to Sir Alan Parkes,
Dr Audrey Smith and Dr Christopher Polge.

Dr T. Brooke Benjamin, University of Cambridge, has
been awarded the 1969 William Hopkins prize of the
Cambridge Philosophical Society for his work on the
mechanics of fluids with applications to engineering and
geophysics.

Tur International Union Against Cancer, with funds
from the American Cancer Society, will award fellowships
to experienced investigators engaged. in clinical or experi-
mental cancer research, who wish to spend a period of
study at a single institution abroad. Applications must
be submitted before September 1. Further details can be
obtained from International Union Against Cancer, PO
Box 400, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland.

ErraTtum. The title of the article by Jay A. Levy and
Robert J. Huebner (Nature, 225, 949; 1960) should read
“Asggociation of a Murine Leukaemia Virus from a Mouse
Lymphoma (2731/L) associated with Reovirus Type 3
Infection™.

ErraTuM. In the titio of the article by J. Ken Mc¢Donald,

Benjamin B, Zeitman and Stanley Ellis (Nature, 225, 1048;
1970), the word *‘appropriate” should read “mappropriate’’.
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International Meetings

April 20-24, Coordinate Indexing, London (Education
Officer, Aslib, 3 Belgrave Square, London SW1).

April 21-23, Introduction to Mechanization, Strath-
clyde (Education Officer, Aslib, 3 Belgrave Square,
London SW1).

April 29, The Food-People Balance, Washington DC
(National Academy of Engmeering, 2101 Constitution
Avenue NW, Washington DC, 20418, USA).

May 18-21, The Photosynthetic Unit, Gatlinburg
(Robert M. Pearlstein, Qak Ridge National Laboratory,
Post Office Box Y, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830, USA).

May 19-21, Signal Processing Methods for Radio-
telephony, London (Manager, Conference Department,
Institution of Electrical Engineers, Savoy Place, London
WC2R OBL).

May 21-22, International Computing Symposium
1970, Bonn (C. R, Rudolph, ACM Conference Registration,
c/o Cesellschaft far Mathematik und Datenverarbeitung,
5201 Birlinghoven (Schloss), Germany).

June 2-4, Pollution and Lung Biochemistry, Richland
(Dr J. N. Roehm, Battelle-Northwest, PO Box 999,
Richland, Washington 99352, USA).

June 3, Clinical and Metabolic Aspects of Laevulose,
London {Sydney Lee, Calmic Limited, Crewe, Cheshire).

June 16, Prevention of Cancer, London (Assistant
Secretary, Marie Curie Memorial Foundation, 124 Sloane
Street, London SW1).

June 22-July 3, The Physics of Quantum Electronics,
Prescott Arizona (Professor 8. F. Jacobs, Optical Sciences
Centre, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 85721,
USA).

June 29-July 10, Health Physics (summer school),
London (Registrar, Imperial College, South Kensington,
London BWT).

July 3, Polymer Composites, Cardiff (Organizer of
Short Clourses, University of Wales Institute of Sciencoe
and Technology, 22 North Road, Cardiff CF1 3DY).
August 17-30, Disarmament and Arms Control
(summer school), Duino, Trieste {C. Schaerf, Laboratori
Nazionale di Frascati, Casella Postale 70, 00044 Frascati,
Rome, Ttaly).

August 31-September 5, Heat Transfer, Paris (Société
Francaise des Thermiciens, 28 Rue de la Source, 75 Paris
16, France).

September 7-9, Ion Implantation, Reading (Meetings
Officer, The Institute of Physics and the Physical Society,
47 Belgrave Square, London, SW1).

September 7-10, Polyvinyl Chloride: its Formation
and Properties, Prague (0. Wichterle, Institute of
Macromolecular Chemistry, Czechoslovak Academy of
Seciences, Prague, Czechoslovakia).

Scptember 7-11, Control Mechanisms of Growth and
Differentiation, Kent (Professor P. J. Syrett, Depart-
ment of Botany, University College, Swansea).

September 9-11, Crystal Growth, Bristol (Dr D. Elwell,
Physics Department, Portsmouth Polytechnie, Park Road,
Portsmouth PO1 2DZ).

September 911, Third Canadian Medical and Bio-
legical Engineering Conference, Tialifax (Confurence
Secretariat, Nova Scotia Technical College, PO Box 1000,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada).

September 12-15, Research Conference of the European

Group for the Study of Lysosomes, Louvain (EGSL,
c/o Dr P, J. Jacques, 6 Dekenstraat, 3000 Louvam,

Belgium).
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