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~()phicany, it synthesized the Carlylean image of Nature 
which had profoundly influenced Huxley, Tyndall and 
G. H. Lewes, the Baconian view of scientific method in 
unveiling natural lmiformity and the symbolic separa
tion of matter from t,heology. As it gently lifted science 
from threadbare controversies with religion, it offered the 
hope of fuller philosophical insight into the process of 
cruation. Though it stressed the "natural world" of the 
naturalist, the word also carried a message of unity in 
investigation, of shared understanding between all 
different branches of natural (and potentially social) 
~cience. Its effect was exhilarating_ As J. J. Sylvester 
wrote': 

What a glorious title, Nature, a veritable stroke 
"f genius to have hit upon. It is more than a Cosmos, 
more than universe_ It includes the seen as well as 
t.he unseen, the possible as well as the actual, Nature 
and Nature's God, mind and matter. I am lost 
in admiration of the effulgent blaze of the ideas it 
calls forth. 

hs immediate application may have arisen from the 
til'st meeting of the little known but highly important 
Mct>"!.physiclll Society in April l869_ The society, of twenty· 
six original members, was formed to confront men of science 
\\'ith men of faith, to discover what philosophical reo 
conciliation WI.'.3 possible between religion and the principle 
of tUliform, evolving Nature. The scientific part of the 
society included Huxley, Tyndall, Pritchard, Lubbock and 
Carponter-all Macmillan's men and Lockyer's friend". 
The society, however, also included R. H_ Hutton. 
editor of the Spectator, James Knowles, editor of the 
Contemporary (and later the Nineteenth Cent·ary), and 
Wilfred Ward, editor of the Dublin Review. It must have 
been all too clear to the scientific men that they had no 
aut,horitative mediwn of opinion in which they conld 
present a united front. The chance of a new journal by 
Macmillan, edited by a yOlmg, successful and (so fal') 
Ullcontroversial man, was too good to miss. At the first 
meeting of the society in April 1869, Tennyson's new 
poem "The Higher Pantheism" was read. Tennyson had 
been on the continent recovering from illness and depres
sion and had turned to 'Vordsworth. In some sense his 
strange abstract poem was a reconciliatory reply to the 
fear, despair and the materialism he saw in Tyndall and 
revealed in vucretiu8 , published in 1868. Whatever may 
be the mysteries of IIl8tter there was promise of rflcon
ciliat.ion7 : 

God is law, say the wise; 0 Soul, and let us rejoice, 
For if He thtmder by law the thunder is yet His voice. 

,"Vhore to look for the new natural theology-the "higher 
pantheism"! Perhaps to Wordsworth": 

. . . To the solid ground 
Of nature trusts the Mind that builds for aye; 
Convinced that there, there only, she can lay 
Secure foundations. . . . 

These lines from the revised version of an obscure sonnet 
became the new journal's motto·. Significantly, in tho 
journal, the capitalization of "nature" and "mind" are 
int.erchanged and remain thus until 1920. It is unlikely 
that this reflects a mere typographical error. A mast-head 
was chosen, perhaps under Huxley's or Tyndall's influence, 
with a cosmical representation of the Earth in the context 
of the universe----a striking and tmique reflexion of natur-

• The original text, published in 1823, doe. not contain these lines. The 
Inlluenoos which brought Wordsworth to make the revisloll 8,r •. s!"ely mo~t 
intriguing. I thank Prof"!I()" John Hollander for his U1umm"tlo:t of thIS 
,~I ·nt. 
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philosaphie, even of Goethe, in British scientific thought, 
and perhaps also a wishful plan for the journal's distribu
tion. 

On November 3, Macmillan innocently betrayed to 
James Maclehose tho thrill of first night ant.icipations': 

Nature is to be published in London at 7.30 .... 
Lockyer was preemptory that our publication day 
should indicate the point to which our informatioll 
is brought up. The fallacy of a Saturday publication 
with a Thursday actual information he doesn't think 
right .. . . We start with 10 pages of advertisement·. 
.... I think we will look nice. 

1 11[="./1" .. Archiv ... 17. Alexander ]{",:millaIl to H('nry R otmoe, 8<:'ptember 
14.1869. 

'lI1organ, Charles, The HOUfJe of MacmilZ" .. , 84 (l.ondon. 1943). 
• Smith.onian MSS. 46283. lAlckyer for Macmillan In Ditl'ctuJ', SmithsoDian , 

August 2 , 1869. 
• (lraves. Charles, Life and uti ... of Aln:a",ckr ,11a"",;/lot<. 299, lIaemilIan 

to ThoDlsnn, July 20. 1869 (London, 1910). 
, Lockyer Papers, Hooker tu MacmiJl\I.lI, July 22, 1869. 
'Q.uoted ill Lockyer, T. Mary, and Lockyer, Winifred J •.• Life a .. ~ W""k of 

.'Ii" Norman LoekY6r, (8 (London, 1928). 
, Tile Works of Alfred. Lord T""'''lI8~ 239 (London, 1902). 
• Wordsworth, W., MiscellafUJOUlI S""mls.Ill, 6-8 (LondoD. 1827). 
• Graves. Charles. Life and UUero of Alexa .. ""r Marmillo". 802, }formUlau 

to Mar.lell""" November 3, 1869 (Loudon. 1910). 

- ---- - ---- --- - ---

Reprinted from Nature, November 3, l870 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY 

W E have so often maintained in these columns that 
Science cannot now be propelled on its onward 

course by the efforts of unassisted individuals only, and 
that the State must itself, sooner or later, put its shoulder 
vigorously to the wheel, that there is some danger lest we 
should be thought to undervalue the force of private 
enterprise. We, on the contrary, attach very high im
portance to such enterprise, which exists amongst us in 
England mon;o abundantly than perhaps in any other 
country in the world. It exists in two forms-in that of 
detached individual effort, and in that of voluntarily 
associated bodies, the Scientific Societies. To the latter 
only we propose now to address ourselves. 

The system of internal government by which the affairs 
of a body like this are regulated ~comes a matter of the 
deepest moment, not only to the Society, but to the nation 
and to civilisation itself. 

The governing body, the Council, is composed of a 
President, five Vice-presidents, and twelve ordinary mem
bers. These are all honorary postS. Two ordinary Secre
taries and one Foreign Secretary, members of the Council 
with votes, are paid, the first two 300/., and the last 100/. 
per annum, out of the funds of the Society. There is 
also a Treasurer, a member of Council, but unpaid. An 
Assistant Secretary and a Librarian, not members of the 
Council, and of COllrse both salaried, perfonn all the neces-
sary routine duties. . 

There is a wide-spread feeling that thiS form of govern-
ment admits or improvement, and as the actual occupants 
of the posts in which an alteration is thought desirable 
stand deservedly very high in tbe estimation, not of the 
scientific world only, but in that of the community gene
rally, the reform of which we are about to sp~ak can 
fortnnately now be discussed without personahty, and 
without any fear of the acrimony to which, nnder less 
auspicious circumstances, such a discussion would inevi
ably lead. 
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