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years of zoology, genetics or conventional sociology 
but without a thorough grounding in the biological 
sciences. All the new course will demand is evidence 
of numeracy-statistics is a compulsory part of the 
preliminary year-but, apart from that, it will be open 
to sixth-formers of all kinds and may even attract 
the occasional medical student. 

COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITES 

No Room in the Orbit 
WITH the growth of telecommunications based on 
geostationary orbits, there is growing concern that 
satellites may become so closely crowded together that 
they interfere with each other. This is certain to be 
one of the preoccupations of the conference of the 
International Telecommunications Union, fixed for 
1971, at which the regulations for international broad
casting will be revised, especially so as to accommodate 
the needs of communications satellites. An article in 
the current issue of the Proceedings of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers (166, 1304; 1969) by J. K. S. 
Jowett and A. J. Jefferis consists of a calculation of the 
capacity of the equatorial orbit to accumulate geo
stationary communications satellites. Their chief 
conclusion is that the capacity of the equatorial orbit, 
with present arrangements, is probably limited to 
about 2,000 telephone circuits for each degree of the 
orbit. For practical purposes, this amounts to roughly 
one satellite in each four degrees of the orbit, which in 
turn implies that it may take very little further 
development before parts of the equatorial orbit--over 
the Atlantic and America, for example-may be over
crowded. The arguments of Jowett and Jefferis may 
be especially significant as pointers to the British posi
tion in the ITU conference, for the authors are with 
the Telecommunications Development Department of 
the Post Office. 

In the long run, much of the interest which Jowett 
and Jefferis have made lies in the way they have been 
able to show how the capacity of the geostationary 
orbit depends on the characteristics of the system as a 
whole, ground stations as well as satellites. One of the 
fixed points in the calculation is that the bandwidth 
available for the upward and downward paths is the 
500 MHz each way at present allocated for the opera
tions of the Intelsat consortium. The capacity of a 
satellite for telephone conversations, assumed to be 
dependent on pulse code modulation, seems to increase 
quite rapidly with the size of the ground station dish 
up to a diameter of 15 metres, when some 3,000 high 
quality circuits per satellite should be obtainable 
within the 500 MHz bandwidth. By the same test, 
some fifteen television channels of high quality should 
be available. Another way of putting this is to say 
that within the present restrictions to a 500 MHz band
width for satellite communication, and at high stand
ards of broadcasting, the number of television channels 
in a lO degree stretch of the equatorial orbit ranges 
from thirty-five with ground station dishes lO metres 
across to sixty channels with 20 metre dishes. The 
calculations also show that the telephone capacity of 
the equatorial orbit could be increased by some forty 
per cent by increasing the extent of allowable inter
ference between neighbouring satellites or, what comes 
to the same thing, putting them more closely together. 
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The most immediate implication of this calculation 
is to emphasize that there is a natural limit to the 
capacity of the geostationary orbit. How then can 
communications satellite systems continue unchecked 
in their expansion? Technically, there would 
clearly be great advantages in satellites with highly 
directional antennae-a development which should also 
economize in operating power. In the long run, how
ever, the greatest gains are likely to be made in an 
increase of the amount of bandwidth available for civil 
purposes, and this no doubt will be one of the tussles 
between civil and military departments of government 
between now and the ITU conference in 1971. It also 
seems clear, however, that the need for liaison between 
the operators of equatorial satellites is overwhelming, 
and it would not be surprising if the ITU did not find 
itself having to lay down the law about the ways in 
which nations use communications satellites for purely 
domestic purposes. The conference will plainly be a 
diplomatic as well as a technical affair. 

SPACE 

Jupiter Probes Urged 
A WELL-TIMED shot in the debate on the future direc
tion of the United States space programme was fired 
last week in a report by the Space Science Board of the 
National Academy of Sciences. In The Outer Solar 
System, a Program for Exploration, the board complains 
of the meagre proportion of the space budget set 
aside for planetary research, at present about two per 
cent. According to the board, "current funding for 
planetary exploration is totally inadequate to take 
advantage of the opportunities available". This is an 
echo, almost word for word, of a statement in a similar 
report prepared by the board a year ago-Planetary 
Exploration, 1968-1975. This year's version, however, 
is limited to the planets beyond Mars while the earlier 
report dealt chiefly with the inner planets. 

On the face of things, the academy board is thus 
opposed to the view of Dr Thomas Paine, acting 
administrator of NASA, who has been saying that 
he would like to embark on a manned landing on Mars 
in the 1980s. Dr Paine is talking of a nuclear powered 
vehicle to carry six astronauts for a ninety day stay in 
Mars orbit, together with a landing module to ferry 
three of them to the surface for up to thirty days. 
With the Nerva engine now being developed at Jackals 
Flats, an expedition to Mars would be assembled in 
Earth orbit and would spend nearly two years on the 
round trip. A suitable launch date, according to Dr 
Paine, would be November 12, 1981, which would 
allow the returning spacecraft to benefit from the 
gravitational field of Venus. The cost estimated by 
Dr Paine would be roughly that of the Apollo project
$24 thousand million. 

The Space Science Board has clearly taken a different 
line, considering that unmanned probes are at present 
the best way of exploring the planets. The chief 
recommendations in the study by the Space Science 
Board are that NASA should prepare a long-term 
plan for the exploration of the outer solar system and 
that a substantially increased fraction of its budget 
should be devoted to planetary exploration. A series 
of specific projects, in what purports to be an order 
of scientific significance, include a Jupiter deep-entry 
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