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Applications appear at the end of the book; a theorem 
shows that the lattice of projections of a finite (type) 
Baer-Hing with the additional axioms is a continuous 
geometry. We are shown how the abstract methods are 
used in the study of von Neumann (W*) algebras and in 
the related class of A W* a lgebras. This part requires a 
knowledge of the Banach algebra theory, but the rest 
needs only elementary algebra used for sophisticated 
ends. The text has numerous exercises and examples . 

A. \V. GOLOTE 

Obituaries 

Professor J. B. Speakman 

WITH the death of John Bamber Speakman 011 July 5 at 
the age of 71, Britain has lost an outstanding applied 
scientist. Educated at Leigh Grammar School a,nd 
the University of Manchester, he spent most of his working 
life in the department of textile industries of the Univer
sity of Leeds. After his appointment to a lectureship in 
textile chemistry in 1924 he progressed rapidly, being 
made professor and he11d of the depart,mcnt of textile 
industries in 1937. Under his direction the department 
acquired an internationa l reputation, and this was largely 
due to the quality of Speakman's own work. 

His principal concern was the structure and properties 
of wool keratin, and his papers on this subject arc now 
regarded as classical by others working in this field. H e 
used many novel techniques with great effectiveness. As 
early as 1927, in collaboration with J. Ewles, he used 
X-rays in a study of the fine structure of wool, and the first 
X-ray photograph of wool was shown at the British 
Association meeting held in Leeds in that year. The work 
on X-rays was subsequently taken over by the late W. T. 
Astbury, and Speakman concentrated on the more chemi
cal aspects of the subject. He was fascinated by the 
elasticity of wool and published many papers on factors 
affecting such properties as load-extension curves, plasti
city, elastic hysteresis and setting characteristics. The 
results of these investigations were correlated with those 
obtained by determining acid and alkali-combining power, 
heats of reaction, and swelling and absorption of reagents. 
From this work came new ideas on the structure of wool. 
Speakman was, for example, responsible for the concept 
of the "salt linkage", and electrovalent linkage which 
joins peptide chains in wool, and was perhaps the first 
to recognize the importance and reactivity of the cystine 
bonds in keratin. It is significant that one of his con
temporaries in Manchester always referred to Speakman's 
laboratory as the "cystine chapel". 

The ingenuity of Speakman's work based on "mechano
chemistry" has been admired by all who have been 
involved in fibre science, and although to the purist such 
an approach has limitations it yielded extremely valuable 
results, forming a basis for more applied investigations. 
For example, his chemical theory of setting wool fibres 
led to the development of processes for the cold waving of 
human hair, the permanent pleating of wool fabrics and 
the production of easy-care wool materials. He also 
devoted a groat deal of attention to the introduction of 
new cross-linkages into wool and to m ethods of modifying 
surface properties with the object of rendering wool non
felting. Indeed, few aspects of wool processing were 
unaffected by the theories put forward by Speakman, and 
wool growers and wool processers owe him a great debt. 
Moreover, he did valuable work on the production and 
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properties of alginate rayon from seaweed and on the 
mineral khaki dyeing of cotton. 

He was greatly in demand as a consultant and lecturer 
for his ability to simplify complex ideas. His scientific 
work serves as a model for applied scientists, especially 
those working in universities, for it is based on sound 
fundamental ideas, many of which evolved during investi
gations of an applied nature. The significance of his 
achievements was recognized both in Britain and overseas, 
and in addition to his many honours from scientific and 
professional organizations he was awarded the CBE in 
1963. 

In even a brief account of Speakman's work it would 
be a grave omission not to mention his outstanding skill 
as a research director, and the profound influence he has 
had on many generations of undergraduate and graduat,e 
students. Many owe their success to his wise guidance 
and enthusiasm. He will long be remembered not only as 
a scientist but as a man, who, in an unobtrusive way, 
helped many others, and enlivened otherwise dull meetings 
with his informality and characteristic sense of humour. 

A. W. Haslett 

MR ARTHUR WOODS H ASLETT, science correspondent of 
The Times since 1953, died suddenly on a mountain holiday 
on June 20. Although he was 63, he was sparely built 
and he was such a respected and familiar figure in scientific 
circles that his death has been a great shock. 

Haslett belonged to the British tradition of scholar
journalist. Although he had learned to live with deadlines 
and even to value them, he was never in terror of them. 
As a result, his fondness for his subject showed plainly 
through his writing. Younger people may sometimes 
have marvelled that a daily newspaper journalist could 
have spared the time for recondite discussions of small 
points in science, but Haslett's readers were as much in 
benefit as himself. 

Science journalism was almost non-existent when 
Haslett left Cambridge in 1928, after a distinguished 
academic career spanning natural sciences and history. 
He began with the Morning Post, which went out of circu
lation before the war began, and throughout the thirties 
helped to lay the foundations for the belief that it is a 
public service to inform the world at large about the 
progress of science. Haslett's work for the Morning Post 
is to be counted with that of J. G. Crowther in the Manches
ter Guardian, Ritchie Calder (now Lord Ritchie-Calder) 
for the Daily Herald and later the News Chronicle, and 
J. B. S. Haldane for the Daily Worker. (Students of 
British newspapers will observe that a ll but two of these 
are now out of business. and that even they have changed 
their names.) 

With the collapse of his newspaper, Haslett spent t h e 
interval before the war began with the British Med ical 
Association, chiefly in public relations. During the war, 
he worked for the Royal Air Force as a radar officer, and 
spent a good deal of time in West Africa and Australasia 
helping to establish tracking stations. His recollections 
of this period were at once vivid and droll- he was plainly 
as much an acute observer of the conduct of the war as a 
participant. 

In the early fifties, Haslett branched out on his own. 
and for four years edited and produced a news-sheet called 
Science News which was an expression of his own wish to 
see the popularization of science made a regular activity. 
With luck and in a different market, this could have been 
a great success. During this period, Haslett also helped 
to found the Association of British Science Writers, then 
a kind of club for a somewhat embattled few but now a. 
flourishing organization with close on two hundred 
members and money in the bank. 

As a science journalist, Haslett was one of the most 
painstaking people. He wanted to make Rure that what 
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