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rUSOUl'ee:; for all aspects of national parks and reserves. 
Finally, the aeademy asks for greater participation by 
the Commonwealth government in conservation and 
suggests that a commonwealth authority be established 
to promote and eoordinate policy on national parks. 
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POJlllla~ ~umber Area of 
tion of nat. parks 
1966 parks Area and %of Acres 

(thou- and ('000 re8eI'Vf~S State pcr 
State sands) reserves aeres) ('000 acres) area capitn 

New South 'Vales 4.231 89 198,O:3i 2,144 1'1 0-5 
Victoria :1,218 48 56,245 49i 0'9 0·2 
Queensland 1,661 258 426,880 2,364 0'6 "4 
South Australia 1,091 110 243,245 2,889 1·2 2'(5 
Western Australia 836 380 624,589 3,042 0'5 3·6 
Tasmania :311 113 16,885 712 4·2 1·9 
Northern Territory 37 :J.1 3:12,979 11,638 8-G 315.0 
Australian Oapital 

Trrritory 96 1 601 12 HI 0'1 
Anstralia 11,541 1,m:) 1,899,462 23,29[) ],2 2·0 

PESTS 

Beelles, Birds and Rals 
A RATHER bfllated but full report of the activitieH of 
the Ministry of Agriculture'S Infestation Control 
Laboratory in the three years 1965-67 has now been 
published (HMSO, 148 6d). The laboratory is respons
ible for research and development in the control of 
all sorts of pests-grain beetles, mitcs, pigeonH, rats, 
rabbits, coypus and mink-not forgetting many foreign 
insects brought into Britain with imported commodi
ties. The laboratory has also recently been increasingly 
concerned with the safe use of toxic chemicals in agri
culture. Information is being collected on the different 
uses of pesticides in controlling mites and insects in 
foodstuffs, and analyses are continually being made of 
chemicals s11ch as organophosphorus compounds, 
malathion and inorganic bromide in imported goods. 
DDT was detected in most of the 87 samples of imported 
grain testpd in thfl three year period, but the amounts 
were usually small-only two samples contained 
more than 2 parts per million of DDT. Research into 
pesticide residues in wild birds and mammals is alfO 
carried out. Considerable residues of DDT and its 
metabolites were found in bodies of birds from an 
orchard site in Sussex. In parallel with this work, 
toxicity tests are carried out in the laboratory using 
feral pigeons, Japanese quails, housc sparrows and 
domestic chicks. On the biochemical side, the meta
bolism of warfarin by rats and of DDT by pigeons has 
been studied and several techniques have been devel
opcd in the diagnosis of organophosphorus poisoning. 

The rodent section has becn spfln<ling a lot of timn 
investigating warfarin resistance in the common rat. 
It reports that tlwrfl Heem to be three different types of 
resistance, each currently confined to Heparate areas in 
England and Wales-in Montgomeryshire and Shrop
shire, Nottinghamshire and Gloucnstershire. It seems 
that the best solution to the resistance problem will 
be the development of new rodenticides that kill 
warfarin-resistant rat.s as safely and effectively as 
warfarin kills non-resistant animals. One of the most 
promising chemicals being investigated is coumn
tetralyl (3 (a-tetralyl)-4-hydroxycouniarin), which is an 
anti-eoagulant like warfarin. Laboratory trials sug
gcst, howevcr, that warfarin-resistant rats are to some 
extent also resistant to coumatetralyl, but the few 
field trials that have been possible indicate that this 
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resistance should not he of immediate practical impor
tanCfl. In the long term, the laboratory believes that 
alternative poisons with a different mode of action 
from the anti-coagulants will have to be found. 

Parliamenl in Britain 
Ocean Pollution 
MR .F. MULLEY, for the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Office, said that the Intergovernmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization, which operates an inter
national convention against oil pollution, is convening 
a eonference in November to consider liability and 
compensation for oil pollution from ships and the need 
for a convention covering other forms of pollutioll. 
IMCO, he said, is the best agency for this sort of prob
lem. The North Sea arrangement, for example, comes 
into effect next month and is a step in the right din~c
tion. (Oral answers, July 21.) 

Intelsat 
MR MULLEY said that he knows of no proposals to bring 
Tntelsat under United Nations auspices. Although 
agreeing that Intelsat should be organized so that all 
members can participate fully in running the organ
ization, Mr Mulley said he saw no reason to change it" 
commercial status. It is a successful commercial enter
prise, and all members of the United Nations and 
its agencies are free to join the existing 68 members. 
(Oral answcrs, July 21.) 

Fluoridation 
MR R. CROSSMAN, Secretary of State for Social Services, 
gave some idea of the money that might be saved 
if local government began large-scale fluoridation of 
domestic water supplies. In Watford, after 11 years of 
fluoridation, he said, there has been a substantial 
reduction in the number of children requiring dental 
fillings. If these reductions are anything to go by, 
21,000 fewer fillings a year would be needed in a 
population the size of the London borough of Brent, 
which would result in a saving of £20,000. (Written 
answer, July 21.) 

National Electricity Control Centre 
MR R. MASON, Minister of Power, said that the new 
CEGB national control centre, equipped with British 
computers and costing £1·8 million, will be one of the 
most up to date in the world. The present centl'e, whieh 
was built in 1961, has been made obsolescent by the 
rapid growth in the electric power system. (Oral 
answer, July 22.) 

Satellites in Orbit 
TIlE Minister of Technology said that on July 24, 
1,750 objects, including 371 satellites, were in orbit 

Country of origin Number of satellites 
USA 291 
USSR 67 
France r, 
Britain 2 
Canada 3 
ESRO ~ 

about the Earth. At the same date, six lunar probes 
were in orbit about the Moon. (Written answer, July 
25.) 
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