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pilloried as a skinflint by the Musicians' Union for 
seeking to reduce the number of independently main
tained orchestras by four. The problem, of course, is 
that the BBC is trying to live within the substantially 
fixed income of the revenue from radio licences, and in 
a world where costs are bound to go on rising, economies 
are ine.capable. The modest proposals which the 
corporation has put forward for the reorganization of 
the i:lQund services would probably have been justified 
on the grounds of good management if there had been 
no immediate need for saving money. But it is an 
important question to know whether the attempt to 
live within a fixed budget is compatible with the 
corporation's wish to be a pace-setter in broadcasting. 

The trouble, of course, is that the whole nature of 
broadcasting has changed since the twenties, when the 
BBC first burst on the air. Then, the technical diffi
culties were so formidable that it was entirely sensible 
that broadcasting services should often consist of a 
single organization providing a single range of pro
grammes. It was an uncovenanted benefit that 
ordinary radio receivers were quickly able to pick up 
programmes from distant places. But now there is at 
least t he hope that it will be possible for t.elevision 
programmes to be made as widespread as short-wave 
radio has ever been, partly through the use of television 
satellites and partly by means of cable television. 
Ordinary television sets may soon be used for receiving 
programmes from anywhere in the world, and the result 
of that could well be as big a revolution in the use made 
of broadcasting as anything accomplished by the BBC 
in the twenties. So is there not a case for asking that 
the corporation should put some of its energy into these 
technical developments as well as into schemes for 
saving money? There is even a chance that it could 
use cable television as a means of safeguarding its 
income for the future. In the long run, only a device 
like that will free it from this repetitive recourse to one 
round of economy after another. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Slopping Ihe Rol 
THE cause of fluoridation in Britain received a powerful 
boost last week with the publication of a report of the 
Committee on Research into Fluoridation by the Depart
ment of Health and Social Seeurity (HMSO, 58 6d). 
The committee has reviewed the experience of fluorida
tion in Britain in the past eleven years, and has con
cluded that it should be possible to reduce the incidence 
of dental caries by about a half by a vigorous application 
of fluoridation. This argument was cheerfully accepted 
by Mr Richard Crossman, the Minister for Social 
Services, who promised a campaign to persuade un
willing local authorities-80 of the 204 local authorities 
are committed against fluoridation-to lace their water 
with one part per million of fluoride ion. Undoubtedly 
there will now be a howl of protest from the anti
fluoride organizations. Mr Crossman will, however, 
be supported by 18 local authorities already adding 
fluoride to drinking water, including Birmingllam and 
Newcastle. 
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The studies on which the new report is based were 
set in hand in the mid-fifties, after the Medical Research 
Council and the then Ministry of Health had decided 
that a strong case for fluoridation seemed to have 
been made by evidence from other countries. 'rhe new 
report therefore strengthens the case presented by the 
research committee in 1962, after five years' experience. 

Most of the studies reported have been carried out 
in Anglesey and in the London area. In the south, 
for example, water at Watford was fluoridated at the 
expense of the Ministry of Health, but controlled studies 
were also carried out in Sutton, another outer suburb 
of London. The comparisons are complicated by the 
improvement which there seems to have been in the 
condition of children's teeth even in the control area;;, 
presumably as a result of better dental hygiene. In 
Sutton, for example, the number of decayed teeth in 
the mouths of children aged eight to ten declined from 
an average of 3·0 to an average of 2·5 between 1956 
and 1967. During the same period, however, the 
number of damaged teeth in the corresponding children 
in Watford declined from an average of 3·0 to an 
average of 1·5, a decrease of 50 per cent. In the same 
spirit, although the percentage of children entirclv 
free from dental decay increased from 14 to 23 among 
eight to ten year old children in Sutton, the corre
sponding percentage in Watford increased from 
14 to 42. For the study and control areas as a whole, 
the percentages of eight to ten year oIds entirely free 
from dental decay were respectively 34 per cent and 
18 per cent in 1967, implying an increase of 127 pel' 
cent in the fluoridated areas and only 13 per cent else
where. 

Some of the most dramatic evidence in favour of 
fluoridation seems, however, to have eome from the 
experience of Kilmarnock, where the town council 
decided in 1962 to abandon fluoridation. Tn an 
appendix to the report, Professor J. N. Mansbridge of 
the University of Edinburgh describes how the per
centage of children without tooth decay increased 
after the town council gave up fluoridation and has 
by now returned to the point at which it started. In 
four year old children, for example, the average number 
of decayed teeth was 7·12 when the study began, was 
reduced to 2·97 in 1961 as a result of fluoridation but 
finally increased again to 6·08 in 1968. These studies, 
however, show that older children in Kilmarnock, 
with some experience of fluoridation, do nevertheless 
have better teeth than those entirely innocent of it. 

In the modern fashion, Mr Richard Crossman has 
estimated the saving to be expected from fluoridation 
on a national scale. Altogether, it is expected that the 
full benefits of treating water supplies would consist 
of 3·5 million dental fillings at a cost of about £2·5 
million a year. The cost of making sure that water is 
properly fluoridated will be something between £2·5 
and £3 million, which implies that the costs will 
almost exactly caneel each other out. 

WEST GERMANY 

Slackening of Growth 
THE expenditure of the West German Government on 
scientific research during 1969 has risen noticeably less 
than was predicted in the Federal Government's 
financial programme adopted in .Tuly 1967, according 
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