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SELECT COMMITTEE 

Conservationists Happy 
IF the Nature Conservancy has found life at all difficult 
since becoming part of the Natural Environment 
Research Council, it is not prepared to confide as much 
to the Select Committee on Science and Technology. 
When the subcommittee resumed its examination of 
NERC last week, the Nature Conservancy's chairman, 
Lord Howick of Glendale, was firm in his belief that 
the advantages of the present regime outweigh the 
di sad vantages. 

He sees two chief advantages in the merger of con
servation with the rest of environmental science. First, 
there has been a smoothing out of some unnatural 
frontiers between the natural sciences, so that conserva
tionists can easily get together with marine biologists 
and geologists-very useful in an emergency such as 
the aftermath of the grounding of the Torrey Canyon. 
The second advantage is that, since the takeover by 
NERC, there have been plenty of funds available. 

Lord Howick acknowledged the danger that the 
machinery of effective conservation could becorr:c 
rather cumbersome. The Nature Conservancy was 
already a fairly complex organization when a second 
complex organization-NERC-was superimposed on 
it. The whole business is, he said, well run, but, to the 
conservation officer in the field, decisions may now seem 
to emanate from a rather remote source. But any 
problems of this sort can be dealt with, and so can the 
other chief danger: that the N aturc Conservancy 
might give the impression that it cannot make its own 
decisions. 

There is apparently considerable disagreement inside 
and outside the Nature Conservancy as to its future . 
Many feel that it should be split so that conservation 
and research become the concern of two separate 
organizations. Opinion among the witnesses last week 
was emphatically against separation. Lord Howick 
was supported by the conservancy's director, Dr M. E. 
D. Poore, in the belief that regional officers, who have 
to advise local authorities about the management of 
la.nd, need the close contact with research scientists 
that a single organization can give. Dr Poore also poin
ted out that career prospects are better in a single organ
ization; research scientists often become more interested 
in administration as they grow older, and within the 
Nature Conservancy there may well be the opportunity 
to change from one branch to another. 

Witnesses made a determined effort to queJl dis
content at the apparent diversification of forestry re
search. Whereas the Forestry Commission is concerned 
with commercial timber production, the Nature Con
servancy has to understand forest and woodland 
ecology to solve its own management problems, and 
to give advice to private land owners interested in 
conservation. Dr Poore said that it is also important 
that the Nature Conservancy should investigate the 
status of wildlife in the increasing numbers of planta
tions of exotic trees, which will probably be the most 
important nature reserves of the future . 

NERC's policy was defended by its chairman, 
Professor V. C. Wynne-Edwards, who said that the 
new Forestry Institute, which is not to be part of the 
Nature Conservancy, will be concerned with pure 
scientific matters such as tree genetics and the uptake 
of nutrients by trees. 
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Parliament in Britain 
Oil Pollution 
MR A. W. GREENWOOD, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said that any one of more than 200 ships 
using the Port of London could have discharged the 
oil which polluted Southend's beaches during the recent 
bank holiday. 'I'here was no chance of catching the 
culprit. Mr G. Fowler, for the Ministry of Technology, 
said that the Warren Spring Laboratory had produced 
a revised set of recommendations for dealing "ith oil 
pollution, 2,000 copies of which had been circulated 
to local authorities. Mr F. Mulley, for the Foreign 
Office, announced that Britain would sign the agree
ment on cooperative measures for dealing with oil 
slicks in the North Sea and the Channel, including 
reporting the movements of oil slicks, as soon as the 
agreement had been drafted. (Written answer:", ,June 
9, IO.) 

End of an Era 
THE pit pony is about to disappear from the British 
coal mining scene. The Minister of Power, Mr Roy 
Mason, said that fewer than 2,000 ponies arc now 
employed in the mines. By the end of the next financial 
year, all of them will be retired with the exception of 
a small number in collieries with a short life in which 
it, would be uneconomic to install new haulage equip
ment. ('Vritten answer, June 10.) 

Academic Freedom and Pay 
MR EDWARD SHORT, Secretary of State for Education, 
emphasized that academic freedom was the concern 
of the universities. He declined to comment on the 
code of conduct recently drawn up by the Council of 
the Association of University Teachers. Mr Short said 
he had nothing to add at present to statements already 
made about a new negotiating machinery for academic 
pay. He could not guarantee a Atatement before the 
summer recess. (Oral answers, June 12.) 

Day-release Students 
MR F. J. SILVESTER produced an ingenious suggestion 
for helping to finance day-release courses in a question 
to the Secretary of State for Education and Science. 
He suggested that the industries sending employees 
on day-release courses should pay the students' fees 
at the full economic rate. At present, only nominal 
fees are charged, but Mrs S. Williams said that, 
although her ministry found the idea appealing, the 
same could not be said for the Confederation of British 
Industry. (Oral answer, June 12.) 

Universities 
MRS SHIRLEY WILLIAMS, for the Department of Educa
tion and Science, reminded the House of Commons 
that the UGC memorandum of guidance for the 1967 
quinquennium specifically said that there should he a 
cut back in conventional postgraduate degrees and 
that there should be more degrees with a vocational 
emphasiR. The Government is anxious that the univer
sities should liberalize their higher degree regulations, 
but the matter is for the universities themselves to 
decide. The research councils, especially the Science 
Research Council, are making a larger proportion of 
their awards applicable to post-experience courses but 
it is too soon yet to institute an inquiry into this new 
type of award. (Oral answer, June 12.) 
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