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lation of up to 5,000. Ancillary buildings, sports fields
and further expansion are going to be developed on the
other section of the site—about 284 acres on the other
side of the Guildford by-pass. The architects for the
university, Building Design Partnership, have also
allowed for great flexibility. This must be useful both
at present, when there is restricted space, and for
later expansion.

The whole programme has been based on the nced
to move the entire university from Battersea to Guild-
ford by the end of next year, the end of phase 2. At a
press conference last week, Dr D. M. A. Leggett, the
Vice-Chancellor, described the move “‘as a calculated
risk”.  From all accounts, it appears to have been a
risk worth taking.

Parliament in Britain

University Building

Tue University Grants Committee informed the
Government on September 26 that as a result of its
letter of August 1 to the vice-chancellors, university
building programmes had been cut back from £28-7
million to £18:7 million. Mr Edward Short declared
that the Government had asked for the reduction in the
1968-69 building programmes after the normal review
of public expenditure and not because of changes in the
economic situation. (Oral answer, October 24.)

Science Teachers

Ax advertising campaign aimed specifically at attract-
ing science and mathematics graduates into school
teaching will be launched shortly. In addition Miss
Alice Bacon announced that the Department of Educa-
tion and Science is collaborating with university
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appointments boards and faculties of science in arrang-
ing a series of discussions with students about prospects
in science and mathematics teaching. (Written
answer, October 24.)

Noise Research

Ix the past three years the Government and industry
have together spent £1-5 million on noisc research.
Mr J. P. W. Mallalieu said the Government’s contribu-
tions had been £283,000 in 1965-66; £395,000 in 1966--
67; £484,000 in 1967-68. The estimate for this vear
is £600,000, but the rate of expenditure for the next
two years has not yet been decided.  (Written answers,
October 21 and 25.)

Public Health

Ix the nine months to July 1, the number of general
practitioners in England and Wales rose by 86 to
19,935. Mr Kenneth Robinson said this could be
compared with a fall of 505 in the three ycars to
October 1, 1966, and a rise of only five in 1967. He
admitted that although the trend this year is encourag-
ing, many areas still have too few doctors. (Written
answer, October 25.)

Power Subsidies

PAYMENTS to the Scottish clectricity boards, compen-
sating them for using coal-fired instead of oil-fired
generators, amounted to £1,031,671 between September
1967 and July 1968. Dr Dickson Mabon said the pay-
ments vary from year to year according to electricity
load factors, fuel prices and so on. The payments will
continue to be made until April 1, 1971. Replying
to another question, Dr Mabon revealed that the power
stations forming the Lanarkshire Hydro Scheme
generate the cheapest electricity per unit in Scotland
and the gas turbine station Townhill “B” at Dunferm-
line, using distillate gas oil, is the most expensive.
(Oral and written answers, October 23.)

Who Wanis to he a Scientist?

AcapEMIcs, schoolteachers and industrialists, meeting
at the Royal Society last week, took a close look at that
extraordinary and disturbing phenomenon, the swing
away from science in British schools. As Professor
0. BE. Lowenstein said in his introduction to the one
day symposium, at a time like this, when the success
of our technological society depends on the efficiency
of scientific effort, the young might be expected to be
enthused with the fervour of their social mission. But
this is not the case; a decline in the general esteem for
science is demonstrated by the steady decrease in the
number of applicants and entrants to science and
technology faculties since 1962.

Dr F. S. Dainton, chairman of the committee of
inquiry that reported this trend last January, said
that at the moment the swing does not represent a
great loss of scientists and technologists, but it is a
social phenomenon that should arouse concern.

The age at which pupils have to choose the subjects
that will eventually lead to A-level and university
entrance was picked out as an important factor by the
principals of four schools, who assessed the motivation

behind a pupil’s choice for or against scicnce. Mr H. F.
Broad of the Cedars School, Leighton Buzzard, pointed
out that four-fiftths of grammar school pupils have
often made their choice of subjects by the age of four-
teen or fifteen, when there is a restriction on the number
of subjects they can study.

Mr A. R. D. Wright of Shrewsbury School suggested
that less restricted courses and good teaching at all
levels have contributed to the continuing popularity
of science in his school, where no swing has been
experienced. At Shrewsbury all boys take chemistry,
physics and mathematics at O-level. The School
Mathematics Project has contributed to the sustained
popularity of this subject. In answer to a question-
naire, thirteen and fifteen year old boys chose mathe-
matics as the subject they would most like to study
throughout the school, with English as the next most
popular.

At Shrewsbury the pupils are of a higher than average
intellectual quality; the range of IQs is from 107 to
140. Often standards required by O-level courses are
too high to sustain the interest of less able pupils, who
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