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to 21 per cent. These figures are quoted in a survey 
appearing in a new periodical, Higher Education Review, 
and were compiled by Richard Layard, an economics 
lecturer at the London School of Economics, and John 
King of the City University (Higher Education Review, 
edit. by Tyrrell Burgess, Cornmarket Press, 10s). 

Although the A-level forecast went wrong, neverthe
less the Robbins estimates of the trend to stay at 
school have been fairly accurate. University develop
ment too has followed fairly closely the lines proposed 
by Robbins, the authors say, but the relationship 
between universities and the rest of higher education 
has developed quite differently. In 1962- 63, universi
ties provided 60 per cent of places in higher education, 
and Robbins recommended the same proportion for 
1966-67. The actual proportion was, however, 54 
per cent, and when the number of well qualified school 
leavers exceeded the Robbins prediction, the increased 
supply of students was channelled into non-university 
sectors. At the present time, an estimated 53 per cent 
of suitable candidates are accepted by universities 
compared with an earlier figure of 60 per cent at the 
time of the Robbins report. Subject balance in the 
intake has also been upset; in the late fifties and early 
sixties it was the policy of the University Grants 
Committee-reiterated by Robbins-that two thirds 
of additional places in universities should be in science 
and technology. But as the entry rates in arts and 
sciences have moved together, from 1961-62 to 1966-67 
the proportion of extra places provided for science and 
technology has been only 37 per cent ( 43 per cent 
including colleges of advanced technology). On the 
arts side, the proportion of all places has increased 
from 40 per cent to 44 per cent instead of decreasing to 
37 per cent. This, the authors say, is "undoubtedly a 
failure of planning, since it implies that the capital 
investment in sciences has been higher relative to arts 
than it would have been if the ensuing teaching commit
ments had been foreseen". The result has been that 
the prospective growth of former colleges of advanced 
technology has been sharply restricted. Had they not 
become universities they would now be an important 
focus of expansion. 

UNIVERSITIES 

No Volunteers 
THE British Government is obviously having an 
extremely difficult time trying to find a suitably com
pliant vice-chancellor or public figure to fill Sir John 
Wolfenden's chair at the University Grants Committee. 
At the end of May the trustees of the British Museum 
announced that Sir John had accepted their offer of 
the top job in the British museum service, the director
ship of the British Museum. The trustees no doubt 
realized their choice would create problems with the 
Museums Association, which immediately took umbrage 
at the appointment of an outsider, even if only as a 
stopgap measure for the next five years. But the 
trustees' problems are nothing by comparison with 
those the Secretary of State for Education must still 
be facing in his search for a new chairman for the UGC. 

Sir John was to have moved to the museum this 
month, but he has apparently agreed to stay on at the 
UGC until his successor is found, which means he is 
likely to be there until some time next year. In the 
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meantime at the museum Mr B. Gray, keeper of the 
Department of Oriental Antiquities, and a member of 
the museum staff for about forty years, has taken 
over as temporary director. 

Relations between the Government and the vice
chancellors must be close to breaking point, especially 
after the Government's letter of August 1, which, 
delivered when most of the vice-chancellors were away 
in Australia, instructed them not to authorize any 
new building projects this year. The effects of this 
moratorium are now beginning to be felt in several 
universities and they are not increasing the popularit,y 
of the Government or of the UGC, which failed to 
make even a murmur of protest in August. Presumably 
the Government knew of the negotiations between the 
trustees of the museum and Sir John long before the 
May announcement. Its failure to announce Sir John's 
successor can only mean it has so far failed to persuade 
a vice-chancellor or an outsider to take on his invidious 
job. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Where the Graduates Went 
THE University Grants Committee's sixth annual 
returns covering the first employment of university 
graduates who graduated with first or higher degrees 
in 1966-67 were published on October 22 (HMSO, 7s). 
British universities produced 36,528 graduates in the 
year, 26,411 men and 10,117 women, which is an 
overall increase of 13·6 per cent over 1965-66. The 
returns reveal all the now familiar trends, the dislike 
of industrial careers, the trend to social sciences and 
the trend away from school teaching. 

The Government and industry continue to fail to 
persuade graduates of the advantages of an industrial 
career. The proportion of all graduates entering 
commerce and industry fell from 62·7 per cent in 
1965-66 to 62·2 per cent in 1966-67. These overall 
figures conceal significant divergent trends between 
men and women graduates; the proportion of women 
entering industry rose by 5 per cent to 32·3 per cent 
while the proportion of men entering the field fell by 
2· l per cent to 70·2 per cent. This year's returns are 
also gloomy reading for education authorities short of 
teachers; in 1966-67 only 13·9 per cent of all graduates 
entered the profession compared with 15·5 and 17 ·2 
per cent respectively in the two preceding years. The 
expansion of the civil service, on the other hand, was 
duly reflected in an increase in recruitment of graduates, 
from 14·8 to 15·6 per cent of the total. The proportion 
of graduates in further study was virtually the same as 
in 1965-66, 41 ·6 per cent, but this figure conceals a 
drop in the numbers going on to teacher training and 
other training and an increase in the proportion starting 
research or other academic work. 

The number of higher degree graduates increased 
by 27 per cent, and all the statistics in the returns 
confirm the trends in university education and 
the attitudes of the graduates which emerged in 
the Swann and Dainton reports. The only trend 
which is in line with any of the recommendations in 
the Swann report is the decreasing proportion of 
doctorates amongst the higher degree graduates. In 
1966-67 the proportion fell yet aga.in to 4 7 ·4 per cent ; 
in 1965-66 it was 55·5 per cent and in 1963-64 as high 
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