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used today. His work combined scientific accuracy with 
artistic merit, and he made his subjects look alive. With 
a few exceptions, he restricted himself to the birds (and 
sometimes mammals) of western Europe: he was in great 
demand as an illustrator both in Britain and on the 
continent. He also published four books of his own; and 
as an artist he was never better than in his British Birds, 
of which the four quarto volumes first appeared in 
1915-16 (with a supplenent in 1918). The pictures from 
that are here used again, and it is excellent that a new 
generation should have the opportunity of enjoying them. 

The artist's original text was undistinguished and is 
now out of date. James Fisher has provided an entirely 
new one, in a novel and useful form. For descriptions he 
lets the plates speak for themselves, while he leaves 
habits to other works, and this allows him to concentrate 
on distribution. For each species there are, on the page 
facing the relevant plate, two paragraphs of compressed 
information. The first gives the world range, indicates 
the probable geographical origin, and mentions any 
seasonal movements. The second gives the status in 
Great Britain and Ireland---<listribution within the area, 
size of population, changes that have taken place and 
current trends. The whole constitutes a valuable reference 
text both for ornithologists and for conservationists, the 
author's scholarship in these matters being of a high 
order. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON 

BRITISH LIBRARIANSHIP 
Librarianship in Britain Today 
Edited by W. L. Saunders. Pp. xviii+ 173. (London: 
The Library Association, 1967.) 40s. 

DURING the late summer of last year a three week course 
for librarians from overseas was held, at the invitation of 
the British Council, by the University of Sheffield Post
graduate School of Librarianship. The course included 
visits to selected libraries and lectures on topics of sig
nificance in the British library scene. The lectures pre
sented during the course form this book. 

The aim of the course was to provide a comprehensive 
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survey of present-day British librarianship: a formidable 
task even for a three week course. The fourteen lectures, 
given by leading figures in the profession, have met this 
requirement admirably. The editor of this book and 
director of studies for the course is to be congratulated 
on his selection of topics and the speed with which he 
has been able to publish. This up to date survey, even 
when the topicality of the papers has passed, will still 
have a value in presenting a picture of an exceedingly 
important stage in library development. 

The scope of this book, however, is not as wide as its 
title implies. The content is governed by factors which 
determined the form of the course. :First, the members 
of the course were expected to be from public and academic 
libraries, and second, the contribution made by the many 
visits cannot be included. Tho resulting exclusion of any 
detailed treatment of special librarianship is a deficiency 
which could have been remedied by the subsequent 
inclusion of additional papers in the book. 

University librarianship receives detailed coverage with 
four excellent papers on the established and new univer
sities, developments in the new technological universities 
and library buildings; together they succeed in partially 
filling an unfortunate gap in the literature. 

The last two papers on "Brit,ish Librarianship in the 
Next Decade", by civil servants in the Department of 
Education and Science, Mr P. H. Sewell, library adviser, 
and Mr B. J. Perry, senior scientific officer, OSTI, are of 
particular interest. In his contribution, Mr Sewell sees 
"the pattern of British library services as being more and 
more geared to identifiable community needs and depart
ing in some respects from the institutional patterns with 
which we are familiar". Mr Perry also sees the develop
ment of "an increasing number of mechanized services 
. .. [which] will be rigorously tested as to their suitability 
in meeting user needs . . . ". Mr Sewell envisages the 
greater interdependence of libraries wii,hin specific areas 
with even in some cases integration of staffing between 
local libraries of different types. Mr Perry stresses the 
developments which should take place in the use and 
exploitation of mechanized bibliographical services and 
details the impressive work which OSTI is now under-
taking in this field. DEREK JONES 

Biological Science 

BENEATH THE TUMOUR VIRUSES 
Subviral Carcinogenesis 
Edited by Y ohei Ito. (First International Symposium on 
Tumor Viruses.) Pp. xvi +441. (Chikusa-ku, Nagoya: 
Aichi Cancer Center, Research Institute, 1966.) $18. 
PRE· and post-congress meetings now surround a major 
international jamboree like satellites, and it must be 
admitted that they are often more rewarding to the 
specialists concerned than the main congress itself. The 
first international meeting of tumour virologists was 
organized at Nagoya by Professor Ito and his colleagues 
after the Ninth International Cancer Congress in Tokyo, 
and the contributions have now been published under the 
title Subviral Carcinogenesis. The meaning of this title 
is a little obscure, but the volume contains a wide ranging 
series of papers extending from molecules to mice and 
occasionally to man. 

Considerable progress has taken place in the charac
terization of tumour virus nucleic acids, as is clea.r from 
sections devoted to this subject. This particularly applies 
to the DNA-containing viruses, le,tding, for example, to 
the extensive homology studies with adenoviruses and 

to the detection of viral nucleic acid in "virus free" 
tumour cells. Even the RNA-containing tumour viruses 
which have been notoriously difficult to purify are now 
being characterized, and it is of interest that a variety 
which have been examined carry large and similar sized 
RNA molecules. There is a useful paper on the con
troversialproblemofDNAparticipationin t,he biosynthesis 
of Rous sarcoma virus, an RNA virus. 

The tumour cell antigens were also thoroughly covered. 
Some of the papers dealt primarily v1,ith the relevance to 
transformation mechanisms, includir:g an authoritative 
contribution on the role of the papova virus T antigens. 
A particularly interesting Russian report concerns a 
newly discovered agent, whose sole manifestation appAars 
to be the induction of a new skin transplantation antigen. 

Several papers dealt with the important topic of 
defectiveness in tumour viruses and th(, dependence of 
one virus on another (in contrast to virus dependence on 
tho cell). These concerned the classical Rous sarcoma 
virus and its helpers, complementation betwAen DNA 
containing viruses, and the adenovirus S V 40 hybrid virus. 

In the case of the mouse leukaemia virus, pregress has 
been rather limited, but rncent developmon1,s, such as the 
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