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Parliament in Britain 
IN a written answer in the House of Commons on March 
13 the Minister of Public Building and Works, Mr. R. 
Prentice, listed 17 research projects, totalling in all 
about £120,000, undertaken externally under research 
contracts. The subjects include the effect of 
the design of buildings on their flexibility in use 
(University College, London); thermal response of 
multicell buildings to climatic variations (University 
of Liverpool); thermal and illumination environment 
in buildings (University of Newcastle upon Tyne); 
trends in building prices (University College, London); 
forms of contract management in U.K. construction 
industry (London School of Economics); choice of 
building systems for multi-storey housing, Salford 
(University of Edinburgh); the mechanism of the 
supply of building materials (Institute of Operational 
Research); factors affecting growth and efficiency in 
the building industry (University of Exeter and 
University of Manchester); study of statistics for the 
building industry (Professor D. Turin, Bartlett School 
of Architecture, University College, London); pilot 
study of continuity of employment in building and civil 
engineering industry (London School of Economics); 
and the study of dimensional tolerances (A. A. W. 
Butler, University of Southampton). 

MR. TAM DALYELL, opening a debate on March 22 on 
the Anglo-French Variable Geometry aircraft, expressed 
interest in the possibility that the AFVG would be sold 
to German buyers. Mr. Dalyell also doubted the 
estimate of £200 million for the development of the 
aircraft, and said that seven years was a very long time 
to wait for it. The Americans had been able to get 
military aircraft into the air in two and a half years. 
Replying, Mr. John Stonehouse, Minister of State 
at the Ministry of Technology, said that the cost 
estimate was more detailed than had ever been done 
before; that it was indeed hoped that the aircraft 
would prove attractive to German and Dutch buyers; 
and that both the French and British Governments 
have "break" clauses in all joint projects except in that 
for Concord. Until June I, 1967-a date which may 
possibly be put back because of the slow start the AFVG 
has made---both France and Britain can withdraw 
from the arrangement without notice. 

LATER in the day Mr. J. Stonehouse, for the Ministry 
of Technology, made a statement about excess profits 
which the aircraft firm, Bristol Siddeley Engines, Ltd., 
had made from contracts with the former Ministry of 
Aviation. The company, he said, had repaid a sum 
of £3·96 million because it had been recognized that its 
profits on contracts for the repair of aircraft engines 
had been excessive. Some work had been paid for 
twice. In 1964, he said, the staff of the department 
had called for information about past costs before 
agreeing further prices, and the staff of the company 
drew the attention of the senior management to the 
high profits. The company brought the matter to the 
attention of the department. The overquoting, Mr. 
Stonehouse said, might have been noticed by the 
department, but the failure could to some degree be 
attributed to pressure of work and staff shortages. 
The senior directors of the company had behaved 
correctly, he said, particularly during the past few 
weeks. 
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University News: Edinburgh 
DR. E. A. V. Ebsworth, at present lecturer in inorganic 
chemistry in the University of Cambridge, has been 
appointed to the newly established Crum Brown chair of 
chemistry, and Dr. G. Y. Craig, senior lecturer in the 
Department of Geology, has been appointed to the James 
Hutton chair of geology. 

Liverpool 
:FmsT holder of the new chair of physical electronics will 
be Dr. J. H. Leek, at present reader in the Department 
of Electrical Engineering and Electronics. Dr. Leek, a 
graduate of the University of Liverpool, worked for 
Metropolitan-Vickers (now A.E.I., Ltd.) before returning 
to the university; at present he is senior foreign visiting 
fellow at Washington State University. He takes up his 
post on April I, 1967. Dr. Dennis Chapman has been 
appointed assistant director of the School of Business 
Management from October 1, 1967. Dr. Chapman, a 
behavioural scientist, graduated from the University of 
London, and has been at Liverpool since 1946. 

London 
THE following appointments have been made: Dr. P.M. 
Cohn, at present reader in pure mathematics at Queen 
Mary College, to the chair of mathematics tenable at 
Bedford College; Mr. C. J. Dewhurst, reader in obstetrics 
and gynaecology in the University of Sheffield, to the 
chair of obstetrics and gynaecology tenable at the Insti
tute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology; Professor J. Ring, 
professor of physics in the University of Hull, to the chair 
of physics tenable at the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology. 

Nottingham 
DR. J. L. Monteith of the Lawes Agricultural Trust has 
been appointed to the new chair of environmental physics 
in the School of Agriculture. 

Queen's University of Belfast 
THE following appointments have been made: Dr. Alan G. 
Lloyd to the J. C. White chair of biochemistry; Dr. 
Peter C. Elmes to a personal chair in therapeutic sciences 
and Dr. E. Florence McKeown to a personal chair in 
morbid anatomy. 

Appointments 
MR. D. CARDWELL has been appointed director of the 
Fighting Vehicles Research and Development Establish
ment, Chertsey, in succession to Mr. C. Dunbar. Mr. 
Cardwell is at present deputy director (Specialist and 
Design Services). 

DR. R. L. SYKES has been appointed director of the 
British Leather Manufacturers' Research Association in 
succession to Dr. K. W. Pepper, who has resigned. Dr. 
Sykes has been assistant director at the research associa
tion since August 1965. 

Announcements 
CORRIGENDUM. In Table 1 of the article "The Pharmaco
dynamics of Dieldrin in Pigeons", by J. Robinson, A. 
Richardson and V. K. H. Brown (Nature, 213, 734; 1967), 
the values of constant a for the four tissues in the column 
headed "Regression line y = bt + a" should read 4.6520, 
3.5151, 3.2117 and 2.8872. 

ERRATUM. In the communication entitled "Fixed Area 
Mercury Electrode: a. Sensitive Device for Electro 
Analysis" by Dr. M.A. V. Devanathan and S. Lakshma.nan 
(Nature, 212, 814; 1966), the expression "hydrogen drop
ping mercury electrode" in the second line of the fifth 
paragraph should read ''hanging mercury drop electrode''. 
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