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SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL-ONE YEAR OLD 

THE first report of the Science Research Council published 
on October 19 (H.M.S.O., 6s.) covers the financial year 
ending March 31, 1966. The Science Research Council has 
inherited much of the responsibility for the support of 
research and the support of research students at British 
universities from the Department of Scientific and Indus
trial Research. Tho council also continues the responsi
bility of the department for the astronomical research 
centred on the Royal Greenwich Observatory (at one 
stage under the Royal Navy), tho Royal Observatory at 
Edinburgh, the Radio and Space Research Station at 
Slough, and also administers the United Kingdom con
tribution to the European Space Research Organization. 
In nuclear physics, the Science Research Council is 
responsible for the two high energy laboratories at Harwell 
(Rutherford) and Daresbury, as well as for the administra
tion of British participation in CERN. The council also 
manages the Atlas computing laboratory at Harwell. 

During the first year of its existence the council spent 
a total of £28·2 million. This was made up as shown in 
Table l. The direct contribution from the British 
Government amounted to £27 ·1 million, the difference 
between this and total expenditure being accounted for 
by certain receipts from non-governmental sources. 

Administration 
Rutherford Laboratory 
Danesbury Laboratory 
Atlas Laboratory 

Table 1 

Radio and Space Research Laboratory 
Observatories 
Research grants 
Post-graduate awards 
Space research 
International subscriptions 

Expenditure 
£million 

0·61 
6·00 
2·39 
0·90 
1·26 
0·93 
5·88 
4·13 
0·95 
4·94 

28·21 

Percentage 
of total 

2·2 
21·8 
8·7 
3·3 
4·4 
3·4 

20·8 
13·8 

3·6 
18·0 

The council says that tho distribution of its effort in 
1965-66 was principally determined by commitments 
inherited from its predecessors. The council, tho report 
said, had "only limited scope for initiative and man
oeuvre", with the result that during the year much effort 
has been spent on a review of the fields of research within 
the council's purview, and "the consideration of the 
desirable future research programmes". The council 
says that it has only made a beginning on the "difficult 
and continuing task of reconciling the requirements of the 
different fields of science and technology". 

The pattern of this present expenditure in the different 
branches of science is shown in Table 2. 

Among the projects singled out as restricting the 
council's freedom of action are the international research 
programmes in CERN and ESRO. Tho council also 
says that "substantial expenditure on national facilities 
and programmes is essential if university workers are to 
derive benefit from existing installations and from related 
international organizations. It therefore asks for a five-year 
rolling plan with a firm assurance for funds at least in tho 
first three years. Although this is not made explicit in 
the report, there now seems every indication that the 
British Government will provide assurances of this kind. 
The council itself says that it will be difficult to retain tho 

Discipline 
N uclcar physics 
Engineering 

Table 2 

Mathematics and computing 
Chen1istry 
Biology and human sciences 
Astronomy 
Space and radio research 
Other physics 
Administration, etc. 

Expenditure 
(per cent) 

46·1 
5·8 
5·3 
7·6 
5·0 
4·7 

15·9 
6·3 
3·3 

flexibility necessary to meet changing needs unless the 
rate of growth of funds remains "about as high as in rocent 
years". 

Recognizing tho importance of its work in higher educa
tion, the council says that it has given high priority to 
seeing that the "optimum number" of young scientists 
and engineers can receive research training or postgradu
ate instruction. In 1965-66, 2,800 new studentships 
were awarded and only 150 eligible applicants were turned 
away. The total number of postgraduate students on the 
council's books was 5,700 during the year, and the rate of 
awards roughly 19 per cent of the number of students 
graduating in science and technology in the academic year. 
Tho growth of the council's interest in postgraduate train
ing is shown by Table 3. For the future the council says 
it has appointed a committee under Lord Halsbury to 
review arrangements and to make recommendations on 
future policy on postgraduate training so as to determine 
the emphasis that should be given to "cost, the require
ments of industry ... the needs of university research 
and the aspirations of students themselves including tho 
attractions of scientific careers overseas". 

Table 3. RESEARCH STUDENTSHIPS (EXCLUDING FELLOWSHIPS, ETC.) 

Subject 1963 1964 1965 

Biology and biochemistry 461 54 7 693 
Chemical engineering and metallurgy 264 291 :311 
Chemistry 979 1,181 1,335 
Electrical engineering 161 202 239 
Engineering (other) 291 357 429 
Geology 240 27 4 282 
Human sciences 76 113 143 
Mathematics 296 353 406 
Physics 703 827 932 

Total 3,471 4,145 4,770 

On the provision of research grants to universities, the 
council says that expenditure under this head has in
creased from about £0·3 million in 1956 to well over 
£5·5 million a year at present. The growth was "slow to 
start, became very rapid and is now settling down to a 
rate related to the continued growth of universities and 
tho increasing complexity of scientific research". The 
council says that one of its most difficult problems is to 
determine "the right rate of growth". 

Relations between tho University Grants Committee 
and the Science Research Council are complicated by the 
perennial difficulty referred to as the "takeover". Tho 
problem to be determined is how quickly research pro
jects started with research grants from the research 
councils should be absorbed into the regular budgets of the 
universities. The report for 1965-66 says that "tho rate 
of growth, the scale of operations and, more especially, 
tho need for research councils to preserve some measure of 
influence over the usc of the national resources for science'' 
had led to a re-examination of policy on the takeover. 
It has been decided, in consultation with the University 
Grants Committee, that the council will continuo to 
support more research in 1967 than did its predecessors 
in 1962, but there is to be a thorough re-examination of 
takeover policy before tho quinquennium starting in 
1972. On its polioy towards research grants, the council 
says that applications have recently been inoreasing 
more than 50 per cent a year, aJt,hough there has recently 
been a loss rapid growth. Tho mport says that post
graduate training and research should both be influenced 
in directions which are determined not only by academic 
but also by industrial and other needs. In consultation 
with the Ministry of Technology, t.he council is therefore 
examining certain fields of researoh in the applied scionces 
to identify "those subjects in whieh tho national interest 
requires work to be done and for which development 
within the universities may be encour:?.gcd". 
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