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and when the Government is plainly wishing to foster 
the growth of new and alternative institutions of higher 
education, it is not surprising that the most ancient 
universities should be the most acutely troubled. 
Oxford has to react to the Franks Commission, and it is 
entirely proper that the vice-chancellor should remind 
the members of his university that he had assigned this 
document for study in the long vacation. (It will be 
fascinating to see whether the academics have done 
their homework.) The plain truth is that awkward 
decisions about the Franks Report cannot much longer 
be postponed. The Vice-Chancellor is probably right 
in saying that administrative reforms must be con
sidered first (which is also what the Franks Commission 
said) and it is both helpful and significant that he 
should have dropped a hint that academic appoint
ments should be the joint responsibility of the univer
sity and the colleges. It is daunting, however, to 
think of how much argument there is bound to be 
before even that moderate proposal is accepted at 
Oxford. A whole decade could go by in judicious 
argument on administrative matters, most of them 
irrelevant to the outside world. In the long run, what 
the university must decide is how to formulate a new 
policy on admissions, how to strike a balance between 
science and the humanities, between postgraduates 
and undergraduates and even between men and 
women, and how to regulate running costs. Oxford 
will have to go further than Franks on these important 
issues, and will have to do so quickly. 

At Cambridge the problems are different, but only 
superficially. The most obvious symptom is the lack 
of money for the rebuilding programme which has 
become essential if the university is to retain its self
respect, not to mention the respect of others. The 
most obvious needs are the rebuilding of the Cavendish 
Laboratory and the rehousing of the Department of 
Biochemistry at a total cost which is estimated at £5·5 
million. The Vice-Chancellor thinks that in 1969-70 
the university will be able to afford £0·5 million towards 
one of these projects. It is no wonder that he says that 
"massive outside assistance will have to be sought to 
realize these two important projects in the reasonable 
future". No doubt he has been looking enviously at 
the generosity with which the Ford and Wolfson 
Foundations helped Oxford earlier this year. It would 
be wrong, however, to pretend that all thcse problems 
ean be solved by a suitably large windfall. By the 
time the Cavendish is rebuilt, some other building 
will be falling down. Renewal should be a continuous 
and methodical process and not a succession of desper
ate improvisations. Cambridge would do well to ask 
itself how many of its problems stem from the separa
tion between the colleges and the university, from the 
sustained fear of substantial growth, and from the 
archaic machinery of government, whieh is too often 
a brake on innovation. It is true that, in comparison 
with Oxford, Cambridge has been able to keep an 
appearance of modernity. By the tests which apply 
in other places, however, both universities are equally 
in need of urgent self-criticism. 

NEWS AND V lEW S 

Watershed for U. K.A.E.A. 
THE United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority is 
clearly at a watershed in its career. The annual 
report for 1965-66, published on Wednesday this 
week, says that the projects on which work has begun 
in the past year will "mark out the main components 
of the authority's programme for several years to 
come; in addition they make it necessary for the 
authority to attempt to forecast what should be the 
shape and size of their resources thereafter". Now that 
economically competitive nuclear power seems to be 
"within foreseeable distance of being achieved", the 
report says that it is "natural that the research and 
development effort should be reduced". To this end, 
according to the report, reviews of the work of the 
authority, both in research and in the development of 
reactors, have been carried out. The intention is to 
form a view of the scale of work that will be necessary 
five or ten years from now. 

Among the decisions shaping the future pattern of 
British work in atomic energy, the authority is particu
larly at pains to point to the influence of the advanced 
gas cooled reactor on the generation of electric power in 
Britain. For one thing, this pattern of reactor is 
being installed at the Dungeness B power station, and 
promises to become even more economical in operation 
during the next five years, possibly by as much as 
20 per cent. Because of the attractiveness of the 
advanced gas cooled reactor, it is expected that as 
much as 8,000 MW of electrical generating power may 
be installed in Britain by 1975. 

The second principal determinant of progress in the 
development of nuclear power stations was the decision, 
in February 1966, to build a prototype fast reactor at 
Dounreay. Work on this is now under way. Mean
while the uranium enriching plant at Capenhurst has 
been brought into commission again, after two years 
of inactivity, so as to supply enriched fuel for the 
nuclear power programme between now and 1975. 
Evidently the Atomic Energy Authority is planning 
to become still more heavily committed to the manu
facture and processing of uranium fuels. It has, 
however, been able to discard some projects and, in 
particular, the building of a nuclear ship seems to 
have been postponed for yet another year-or more. 

Diversification 

ANOTHER trend discernible in the report is the attempt 
to diversify the work of the large research laboratories 
at Aldermaston and at Harwell. Under the Science 
and Technology Act, 1965, the authority was 
given the power to undertake work not direetly con
cerned with the development of atomic power but 
somehow related to the special skills of its laboratory 
staffs. More recently, both the Britit>h government 
and the Atomic Energy Authority have regarded 
diversification as a way of avoiding some of the need 
to eut back on activities. 

The report explains that the principles on which 
work is undertaken are that a proposed civilian develop-


	NEWS AND VlEWS
	Watershed for U. K.A.E.A.




