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2, 1966. It would be highly desirable if Great Britain
could form a nucleus of a National Gerontological Society
with this missing third section for a sociological, psycho-
logical and industrial gerontology. Great Britain soems
to be one of the few modern States which has not brought
about this organizational development. 1 should like to
contact all those interested in the proposals. Research is
important, applied research is even more important; but
for us now yet more important is an appropriate national
organization. My address is: 26 Dransfield Road,
Sheffield 10.

It is hoped to convene a meeting shortly in Birmingham,
as a central city, to discuss this more thoroughly and to
bring such an organization into being. I should appreciate
comments on this article, offers of support and, indood.
offers of funds; a start could be made with a few thousand
pounds, and this should yield a considerable return to
the nation, This has been a very brief sketch of the
sibuation, but I appreciate that the whole matter must
be discussed by people from different university disci-
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Prof. R. Spirck

WHEN Ragnar Spirck died on June 20 at the ago of
sixty-eight his passing left & gap in many circles, created by
his central position in Danish zoology, his wide intellectual
interests and his extraordinary personality. TFew men
in his profession have filled so many posts and performed
such various duties.

For a period of almost forty years Spirck taught
zoology in the University of Copenhagen, from 1937 as
professor, occupying the old tradition-rich chair of
systematic zoology in the University. The general ack-
nowledgment in Denmark of taxonomy as a necessary
background for more recent trends in zoology is largely
due to his education of a whole generation of zoologists.
Among tho students he was oqually popular as an inspiring
toacher and a cheerful mid-point during social events and
on excursions. His elegant appearance as University
opponent at public defences of more than fifty theses was
widely appreciated, even by the candidates.

Already as a student, Spiarck had acquired a position
at the University Zoological Museum. In the early
‘twonties he put forward a bold plan for a new museum
building; but it was not until he became profossor and
head of the Museum Council that he could put authority
behind his plans. The Second World War postponed the
erection of new and badly needed quarters, but in 1960
the Students’ Laboratory and Study Collection was
finishod and three years later the large staff and rich
collections of the Museum moved into an adjacent, well-
planned building. He also played an active part in the
consoquent erection of a third, now almost finished,
spacious building for comparative anatomy and experi-
mental zoology.

Spirek’s contribution to science falls mainly within two
fields, marine biology and history. As a pupil of C. G.
Johs. Petersen, he carried on his investigations of botiom
communities, mainly in areas outside of Denmark. He
wrote his doetoral thesis on the biology of the Xuropean
oystor and served for the rest of his life as an adviser for
the oyster cultivation in the Limfjord. Only to a lesser
extent did he join marine expeditions (for example. in
tho Mediterranean during the Dana Expedition, in Hast
Greenland, and in South Africa during the Galathea
Expedition). However, both before and after the War
he was very active behind a long series of Danish expedi-
tions to East Greenland, the Irancan Guif, West Africa,
and not least the Qalathea Deep-Sea Expedition. He was
vice-president of the Gualathea Committee and acted as
tho co-ordinator on the ‘home-front’, an extremely
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important but not widely recognized position during
accomplishment of large expeditions.

During his later years Spirck devoted much of his
onergy to the history of natural sciences in Denmark.
A profound interest in the work and conditions of the
predecessors, au extraordinary memory for details and
a superior view for general lines was the basis for his
important authorship of books and papers on historical
subjects, for example, on the Zoological Museum and
woology teaching during 300 years, on early Danish
oxpeditions, on the Natural History Society, and on
Japetus Steenstrup, the leading Danish zoologist of the
last century, with whom Spirck had so much in common.

Spirck’s work for nature conservancy was legendary.
He was a member of the Conservancy Council for almost
forty years, the last sixteen years sorving as & chairman.
Ho knew his native country as few others and had an
ability to make odds and cnds meet in the not always easy
negotiations with authorities and proprietors. He was
also a leading force behind the Danish game sanctuaries,
and, thanks to his initiative, a long series of papers on
game biology have been published.

Spéarck was well known abroad. He liked travelling
and as a result of his broad interests and attainments he
attended congresses and meetings within many fields of
zoology and marine biology, musenm work, nature con-
servancy and zoological gardens. e was a member of
the International Committee of Zoological Congresses
and the president of the Copenhagen Congress in 1953.
He was also for six years presidont of the zoological
section of the Intornational Union of Biological Seciences
and was a member of several othor international com-
mittees (for example, on Zoological Nomeneclature, the
Zoological Record and Nature Conservancy).

Tornen Woryr

Mr, K. E. B, Jay, M.B.E.

Mr. K. E. B. Jay, who was well known for his popular
books on atomic energy, dicd at his home in Kast Hendred,
Berkshire, on August 3, at the age of fifty-five. Kenneth
Edmund Brian Jay was the son of Joseph Jay, a company
secretary, of Amersham. Trom 1923 until 1929 he was
educated at University College School, London, and then
went on to University College, where he read physics.
After only a year, his studies were interrupted by a long
and painful illness, leaving him with a serious physical
disability, which remained for the rest of his life. Jay
resumod his studies in 1935, and in 1938 ho graduated
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with first-class honours in physics, and was awarded the
Granville scholarship. After taking his degree, he began
research on electron diffraction under Prof. E. N. da C.
Andrade, who was much impressed by his character and
ability.

At the beginning of the Second World War, Jay joined
the Air Ministry Telecommunications Research Establish-
ment (later the Royal Radar Establishment). It was here
that his abilities as a writer first came to notice, and after
a short spell of experimental work he was attached to the
chief superintendent, Mr. A. P. Rowe, to prepare the
establishment progress report and other documents.
Rowe attached great importance to presenting technical
information to the layman in an intelligible form, and he
would not tolerate jargon; his views undoubtedly left
their mark on Jay’s future career. When the Tele-
communications Research Establishment moved to
Malvern, Jay set up an information room, where all
forms of graphical presentation were used to bring out
the contribution of radar to the successful conduct of the
War. During this period Jay did much to strengthen the
chain of communication which was so successfully estab-
lished between the scientists in the Telecommunications
Research Establishment and the serving officers in the
Royal Air Force.

In 1945 Jay went to the Cabinet Office to work on the
Official History of the War. Thero he conducted the
researches and composed the narrative rolating to the
history of radar, which was incorporated in the volume
on the Design and Development of Weapons.

Three years later, Jay joined the Atomic Energy
Research Establishment at Harwell as information officer,
and in this post he laid the foundation of the present
information service. However, he retainod his interest in
the more popular presentation of scientific information,
and when the declassification of atomic information began
to gather momentum in 1951, he put forward a proposal
for a book on the work of the Atomic Energy Research
Gstablishment. This was published in 1952 under the
title Harwell, the British Atomic Energy Research Estab-
lishment; it was the first serious description of post-war
nuclear research in the United Kingdom, and was an
immediate success. This success led to Jay’s transfer to
a full-time, scientific-writing post, and in the next few
years there followed four more books: Britain’s Atomic
Factories (1954), Atomic Energy at Harwell (1955), Calder
Hall (1956) and Nuclear Power Today and Tomorrow
(1961). Although the visits to distant establishments
were a serious physical burden, he perhaps most enjoyed
writing the books on tho factories and Calder Hall, where
an account of the scientific principles involved was com-
bined with a fascinating story of engineering initiativo
and enterpriso.

In addition to these major works, Jay was responsible
for many years for writing the chaptors dealing with
research in the Atomic Energy Authority’s annual report,
and for a serios of progress reports on activities at the
Atomic Energy Research Establishment prepared for
internal use in the Authority. He also wrote an intro-
ductory chapter to the first volume of Mrs. M. Gowing’s
official history of the United Kingdom atomic energy
project, Britain and Atomic Energy, 1935-45.

In all his writing Jay took immense pains both to keep
in mind the noeds of his readers for a clear and simple
exposition, and also to preserve scientific accuracy. In
this way he was able to achieve the objectives he set him-
self, and at the same time to retain fully the confidence
of the scientists about whose work he wrote: nearly all
his writing was based on first-hand discussion with them.

A catalogue of his written work, however, cannot
adoquatoly represent the impact which Jay made on
Harwell, and the Atomic Energy Authority. He was an
oxcellent lecturer both in the history of atomic energy
and on the presentation of scientific information; he was
an active worker for standardization of nomenclature, and
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was chairman of a British Standard Institution sub-
committee which produced their Glossary of Terms used
in Nuclear Science. But perhaps most important, in the
face of physical adversity he showed a cheerfulness and
determination which were an example to all, and with his
warm personality, he inspired the affection as well as the
professional admiration of all who knew him. His award
of the M.B.E. in 1956 was universally acclaimed.

Outside his office, as at work, Jay did not allow his
disability to limit his activities. He was chairman of the
Atomic Energy Research Establishment’s Amateur Radio
Club, an active worker for his parish church, and a
member of the Science Writers’ Guild. He was also author
of some illustrated children’s books on science. including
British Nuclear Reactors (1960).

Science is becoming more complex, more voxpensive
and more difficult to understand; at the same time, its
understanding by laymen in industry and Government
must increase if science is to be efficiently applied.
Keonneth Jay had an outstanding ability to bridge this
gap in communication between scientists and laymen:
there is a great need for many more like him.

R. M. FISHENDEXN

Dr. Duncan A. Macinnes

Dr. Duncan A. MacINNES, member emeritus of the
Rockefeller University, died on September 23, in Hanover.
New Hampshire. He was eighty years of age and had
been active in scientific research until this past summer.

Dr. MacInnes had been affiliated with the Rockefeller
University since 1926 and had been a member emeritus
since 1950. During his carecr, he distinguished himself in
teaching and research in several universities and as a
civilian with the Office of Scientific Research and Develop-
ment during the Second World War.

Many honours were conferred on Dr. MacInnes. He
received the Nichols Medal in 1942, awarded by the
American Chemical Society to stimulate original research.
In 1948 he received the Acheson Medal, awarded cvery
two years by the Electrochemical Society. He was also
honoured with the Presidential Certificate of Merit in
1948.

Dr. Maclnnes’s field of research had been largely
directed towards the study of electrolytes in aqueous
solution. As emeritus member, he had continued to
econduct laboratory research.

Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, March 31, 1885, he
received his B.S. degree from the University ot Utah in
1907. In 1909 he received his M.S. degree from the
University of Illinois and his Ph.D. degree in physical
chemistry in 1911. During the next six yecars he was
successively an instructor and an associate in chemistry
at the University of Illinois. During 1917-26 Dr. MacInnes
carried out physical chemistry research at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, first as an assistant and
then as an associate professor. In 1926 he became an
associate member of the Rockefeller Institute (now tho
Rockefeller University), in 1940 a member, and membor
emeritus in 1950.

He was a member of the National Academy of Seciences.
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, the American Chemical Society, the Electro-
chemical Society (for which he served as president during
1935-37), the American Philosophical Society, and the
Harvey Society.

Prof. Hermann Staudinger

HERMANN STAUDINGER, whose death occurred on
September 8, at the age of eighty-four, was a pioneor n
the study of macromolecules and one of the founders of
the subject of polymer chomistry. Born at Worms
(Rhein) on March 23, 1881, he was cducated at Halle,
Darmstadt and Munich. In 1907 he became a lecturer in
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