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2, 1966. It would be highly desirable if Great Britain 
could form a nucleus of a National Gerontological Society 
with this missing third section for a sociological, psycho
logical and industrial gerontology. Great Britain seems 
to be one of the few modern States which has not brought 
about this organizational development. I should like to 
contact all those interested in the proposals. Research is 
important, applied research is oven more important; but 
for us now yet more important is an appropriate national 
organization. My address is: 26 Dransfield Road , 
Sheffield 10. 

It is hoped to convene a m eeting shortly in Birmingham, 
as a central city, to discuss this more thoroughly and to 
bring such an organization into being. I should appreciatt> 
comments on this article, offers of support and, indeed, 
offers of funds; a start could be made with a few thousand 
pounds, and this should yield a considerable return to 
the nation. This has been a very brief sketch of the 
situation, but I appreciate that the whole matter must 
be discussed by people from different university disci.-

plinos, from industry and the Trade U nions, and from 
Government departments, etc. 
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OBITUARIES 

Prof. R. Sparck 
VVHEN Hagnar Sparck died on June 20 at tho ago of 

sixty-eight his passing left a gap in many circles, created by 
his central position in Danish zoology, his wide intellectual 
interests and his extraordinary personality. Few m en 
in his profession have filled so many posts and performed 
such various duties. 

For a period of almost forty years Sparck taught 
zoology in the University of Copenhagen, from 1937 as 
professor, occupying the old tradition-rich chair of 
systematic zoology in the University. The general ack
nowledgment in Denmark of taxonomy as a necessary 
background for more recent trends in zoology is largely 
due to his education of a whole generation of zoologists . 
Among tho students he was equally popular as an inspiring 
t,oacher and a cheerful mid-point dming social events and 
on excursions. His elegant appeara nce as University 
opponent at public defences of more than ftfty theses was 
widely appreciated, even by the candidates. 

Already as a student, Spiirck had acquired a position 
at the University Zoological Museum. In the early 
'twenties he put forward a bold plan for a new museum 
building; but it was not until he became professor and 
head of the Museum Council that he could put authority 
behind his plans. The Second World War postponed the 
erection of new and badly needed quarters, but in 1960 
the Students' Laboratory and Study Collection was 
finished and three years la t er the large staff and rich 
collections of the Museum moved into an adjacent, well
planned building. He also played an active part in the 
consequent erection of a third, now almost finished, 
spacious building for comparative anatomy and experi
mental zoology. 

Spii.rck's contribution to science falls mainly within two 
fields, marine biology and history. As a pupil of C. G. 
Johs. P etersen, he carried on his investigation'> of bottom 
communities, mainly in areas outside of Denmark. He 
wrote his doctoral thesis on the biology of the European 
oyster and served for the rcst of his life as an advisor for 
the oyster cultivation in the Limfjord. Only to a lessflr 
extent did he join marine expeditions (for example, in 
tho Mediterranean during the Dana Expedition, in EaRt 
Greenla nd, and in South Africa during tho Galathca 
Expedition). However, both before and after the vV ar 
he was very active behind a long series of Danish cxpndi
tions to East Greenland, the Iranean Gulf, West. Africa, 
and not least the Galathea Deep-Sea Expedition. He was 
vice-president of the Galathea Committee and acted as 
tho co-ordinator on tho 'home-front', an extromoly 

important but not widely recognized position chu·ing 
accomplishment of large expeditions. 

During his lator years Sparck devoted much of his 
energy to the history of natural sciences in Denmark. 
A profound interest in the work and conditions of the 
predecessors, au extraordinary memory for details and 
a superior view for general lines was the basis for his 
important authorship of books and papers on historical 
subjects, for example, on the Zoological Museum and 
:.~oology toachin,g during 300 years, on early Danish 
expeditions, on the Natural History Society, and on 
.T a pet us Steenstl'llp, the leading Danish zoologist of the 
last century, with whom Spii.rck had so much in common. 

Sparck 's work for nature conservancy was legendary. 
H o was a m ember of the Conservancy Council for almost 
forty years, the last sixteen years serving as a chairman. 
Ho knew his native country as few others and had an 
abi li ty to make odds and ends m eet in the not always easy 
negotiations with authorities and proprietors. He was 
a lso a leading fmce behind the Danish game sanctuaries, 
and, thanks to his initiativo, a long series of papers on 
game biology have been published. 

Sparck was well known abroad. He liked travelling 
and as a msult of his broad interests and attainments he 
att ended congresses and meetings within many fields of 
zoology a nd marine biology, museum work, nature con
servancy and zoological g<trdens . H e was a member of 
t he International Committee of Zoolog ic;o.l Congressos 
a nd the president of the Copenhagen Congress in 1953. 
He was also for six years presidont of the zoological 
:>eetion of the Int.ornational Union of Biological Sciences 
and was a member of several other international com
mitt(}es (for example, on Zoological Nomenclature, th!' 
Zoological Record and Nature Conservancy). 

'l'oim!<}N WoT.FF 

Mr. K. E. B. Jay, M.B.E. 
MR. K. E. B. JAY, who was well known for his popular 

books on a tomic energy, died at hi s homfl in E~ast Hendrod, 
Berlz:shire, on August 3, at the ago of fifty-five. Kenneth 
Edmw1d Brian Jay was the son of ,Toseph Jay, a company 
secretary, of Amersham. From 1923 w1til 1929 ho was 
educated a t Universit;y College School, London, and then 
wont on Lo University College, whore he read physics. 
After only a year, his st-udies -..vero interrupted by a. long 
and painful illness, leaving him with a serious physical 
disability, which ronmined for the rost of his life. .Tay 
resumed his studies in 19:{5, and in 1938 ho graduat-ed 
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