
©          Nature Publishing Group1965

812 NATURE August 21, 1965 voL. 207 

States, where what is known as 'system building' has 
been successfully adopted for many years past. It is 
abundantly clear, however, that with the present and 
seemingly endless shortage of houses to meet an increasing 
population and higher standards of living, the next few 
years will witness revolutionary changes in the building 
industry brought about by the adoption of factory-made 
units, at least for certain types of housing. In a recent 
issue of Ciba Technical Notes, entitled "Ciba Glues in 
System-Built Houses" (Pp. 8. Duxford, Cambridge: 
Ciba (A.R.L.), Ltd., April 1965), a brief illustrated 
account of tho 'system' in operation is presented. Among 
the advantages claimed for this form of prefabrication, 
apart from the speed of construction, are : a smaller 
labour force is needed on site; building sites, being 
notoriously unpleasant, especially in bad weather, aro 
not conducive to good work, whereas inside a factory 
components are carefully fashioned regardless of weather, 
and supervision of working processes can be more strictly 
exercised; such units can more readily incorporate modern 
materials to give the building good weathering and thermal 
qualities; compared with traditiona l walls made of bricks 
and mortar, many units are light in weight, economies 
thereby being made in cost of foundations; plumbing, 
heating and ventilation can be standardized using well
conceived and tested designs; finally, overall costs are 
reduced because production can be planned in detail, no 
time is lost owing to bad weather, and seasonal employ
m ent of building workers is largely avoided. The Housing 
Development and Construction Co., Ltd., Stratford upon 
Avon, has developed such a system, suitable for a wide 
range of buildings: houses, schools, hospitals, old people's 
houses, etc., of which brief details are given, including use 
of Ciba wood glues, 'Aerodux' and 'Aerolite', which are 
fundamental to the strength and durability of certain 
units. It is, however, stated that " ... factory-made houses 
are generally suited to estates, aµd it is often uneconomic to 
erect single houses on sites far removed from the factory." 

Rural England 
THE Sheffield and Peak District Branch of the Council 

for the Preservation of Rural England maintains constant 
vigil on behalf of all who may be affected. In the annual 
report for 1965 many examples are given of how the 
vigour of the Branch and its officers has resisted encroach
ment on surrounding amenities (Pp. 28. Sheffield: Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England, Sheffield and 
P eak District Branch, 1965). The report also describes 
the recent gift to the National Trust, by two local donors, 
of some 8 acres under and including a part of Baslow 
Edge at Curbar Gap which provides magnificent views 
over the Derwent Valley. Also included is a reference to 
the work of the Council for the Conservation of Sheffield 
Antiquities in restoring the Abbeydale Works. This is 
the last remaining place where steel-making and forging 
processes of the l 750's can be studied in their original 
forms. Their scenic setting is attractive. An appeal has 
already brought in more than £30,000, and the completed 
project should add much interest to a city which has lost 
many historic features. 

World Health Organization Publications 
AMONG the Technical Report Series issued recently by 

the World Health Organization, No. 300 is of special 
interest in that it discusses The Effects of Labour on the 
Foetus and Newborn (Pp. 32. Geneva: World H ealth 
Organization; London: H.M.S.O., 1965. 2 Sw. Francs; 
3s. 6d.). Pre-natal mortality has, in many countries, 
remained almost stationary for the past ten years at tho 
level of about 30 per 1,000 births-a considerable reduction 
since tho beginning of the present century. Experience, 
however, suggests that it could be reduced still further. 
Apart from the children who die, many survive with such 
permanent handicaps as spasticity or mental deficiency 

(attributable to the effects of la bour). This report examines 
the complex factors involved in childbirth, the ways in 
which the process of labour may be upset to the detriment 
of the infant, defects in intra-uterine and postpartum 
environment which affect the child's capacity to survive 
and its future health. Perinatal infection is examined in 
relation to labour and caution is expressed about the use 
of drugs and other forms of therapy before and during 
labour. Recommendations for research are made and the 
report pleads for the provision of qualified and adequately 
trained p ersonnel to care for the mother and child. 

Among other publications recently published are a 
useful 1947-1964 Catalogue of World Health Organization 
Publications (Pp. 114), and the third report of the World 
H ealth Organization Expert Committee on Bilharziasis 
(Technical Report Series, No. 299. Pp. 56. 3 Sw. Francs; 
5s.). The latter describes, among other features, the 
planning in detail of a bilharziasis control programme. 
Another valuable publication entitled Snail Control in the 
Prevention of Bilharziasis, 30s., discusses the chemical 
composition and relative merits of the newer molluscicides 
now in use or on trial together with methods of applying 
them and the risks of some of them to the operators and 
to agriculture. Types of cercarial larvae that may be 
encountered are described, so that they can be differen
tiated from the cercariae which affect man. Studies of 
man-made and natural snail habitats are recorded together 
with the methods and apparatus used for collecting snails. 
This publication should interest all biologists and should 
be useful to veterinarians, who have to control diseases 
of farm stock, such as fascioliasis. 

Vascular Plants of South Georgia 
THE only previous major work on the botany of 

South Georgia, a comparatively small and remote but 
nevertheless interesting island of the South Atlantic, was 
written more than a half-century ago by Carl Skottsberg 
(1912). It is therefore particularly gratifying to note 
how much work has been done by S. W. Greene (Vascular 
Flora of South Georgia. Pp. 58 + 24 maps and 6 plates. 
London: British Antarctic Survey, 1964. 32s. 6d.) not 
only in bringing the systematic botany of the vascular 
plants of the island up to date, but also in dealing with 
topics of historical, geological and ecological importance. 
In this publication the author has set out to provide 
students of the area, as well as intending scientific visitors, 
with a concise and compact account of its botany. 
He gives most useful, if rather brief, accounts of the 
topography and geology, and also the various ecological 
communities relevant to the vascular plants. A very 
ext ensive and interesting section is devoted to the history 
of botanical exploration of the island from its ea.rliest 
visit by Cook in 1775 up to the time immediately prior to 
this publication. In this latter section, not only is each 
individual visit to the island recorded, but also the 
extent of the collections made and their present location
information most valuable to students of the flora of 
Antarctica. In addition to these individual entries, 
tables are provided showing the location in the major 
world herbaria of all the plants known from the island. 
The systematic section of the work is very concise with 
clear and positive descriptions of the plants, although 
it is a great pity that, of the 24 taxa regarded by the 
author as native to the island, only seven have been 
illustrated in any form. There can be no doubt that Dr. 
Greene's volume will be regarded as one of the most 
valuable on the flora of the island, and it is hoped that at 
some future date he will supplement this with a similar 
systematic treatment of the lower plants, particularly the 
Bryophyta, in which South Georgia is very rich. 

A New Species of Catfish from the Zambesi 
IN 1955 a strange clariid was taken from the Zambesi 

River, about 15 miles above the Victoria Falls, by Mr. 
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