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1,082·7 x 10-•. If 106J 2 = 1,082·64, the value for the 
Earth's flattening, using the conventional formula 6 , is 
l/298·26. 

The coefficient J 3 , which expresses the Earth's tendency 
towards a pear shape, has a significantly greater numerical 
value than seemed probable two yeo.rs ago, being neo.r 
-2·6 x 10-6 rather than - 2·4 x 10-•. With the second 
set of values for the odd harmonics in Table 2, the sea
level surface at the north polo is 39 m fo.rther from the 
equator than sea-level at the south pole. 

There has also been important progress recently in the 
evaluat,ion of the tesseral harmonics, which indicate the 
variation of U with longitude; but this topic is outside 
the scope of the present article. 
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NEWS and VIEWS 
Social Studies in Britain 

IN the House of Commons on Juno 2, Mr. A. Crosland, 
Secretary of Sto.te for Education and Science, announced 
tho publication of the Report of the Heyworth Committee 
on Social Studies (seep. 559 of thiR issue of Nature). He 
Raid t.hat the Government accepted in principle the Com· 
mittee's main recommcndo.tion that a Social Science 
Research Council should be appoint1cd by the Secreto.ry of 
State for Educo.tion and Science. It also o.ccepted that 
there was considerable scope for stronger support and 
better co-ordination of research in this field, o.nd it 
believed that tho Committee was right in concluding that 
t.his could best be achieved with the help of such a 
Research Council, while maintaining support through the 
University Grants Committee and, where appropriate, 
through Goverrunent department>:~. The terms of roforonce 
of the new Council, its soope and membership, and the 
arrangements for budgetary control, would require further 
consideration, but the Government, while accopting tho.t 
further provisions should be made for research in urban 
platming, did not believe that the joint board of the 
various research councils, proposed by the Commit.t.co, 
would be satisfactory. The Government wP,s, in fact, 
considering what provision could be made for this purpose, 
and in a written answer on June 14, Mr. Crosland o.dded 
that the main reason for not accepting this recommenda
tion was that the Research Councils concerned could not 
provide the professional skills needed, in addition to 
scientific advice, in judging needs and proposals for 
research in this field. Another reason was that under such 
an a.rrangoment research in urban plo.nning would depend 
primarily on support from three Research Councils, none 
of which would have more than peripheral interest in t.his 
essentially inter-disciplinary fiold of work. Mr. Crosland 
also said that tho Government accepted that some increase 
was desirable in fine,ncial support for research in social 
science, but it proposed to await tho advice of the Council 
itself. The Government, recognized the important part 
which socia.l scientists could pla.y in formulating and 
executing policy and intended to ommro that Government 
departments wore so organi?:ed and staffed that informa
tion and advice from social scientists were avai]p,ble on <m. 
adequate scale. Mr. Crosland stated t.hat, at this stage, 
the Government could not be expected to comment in 
detail on other recommendations of the Committee. 

National Survey of Staff employed on Information Work 
SIR JAMES CooK writes: "One of the functions of the 

Office for Scientific and Technical Information (reccntJy 
set up within the Department of Education and Science) 
i>:~ to consider what, additional facilities should be provided 
within Great Britain to train staff for information depa.rt
ments and special libraries, which arc growing in number 
and size as a consequcnec of the increasing volume of 
scientific o.nd technical information. As a first step, the 
Office is conducting a national survey in order to obtain 
certain facts, estimates and views on the employment of 
such staff. This is being done by means of two question-

naires-a short one for management and a longer one for 
individuals employed on work of this sort. So as to 
preserve complete anonymity the names of organization>:~ 
and individuals are not being asked for. The distribution 
of tho questionnaires is being carried out chiefly by 
Government departments, research associations and other 
grant-aided bodies. I should be grateful, though, for the 
hospito.lity of your columns in order to give general 
publicity to this survey. Anyone concerned with informa
tion work, who does not receive a copy of the relevant 
questionnaire by ,July 31, may obtain it, either by writing 
to the Office for Scientific and Technical Information, or 
by 'phoning Chancery 1262, Ext. 417". 

1'1eteorology at the University of Reading 
A DEGRRE course in meteorology is to be instituted in 

the University of Reading from October, 1965. Student>:~ 
a<J<JepLed fur the course will read meteorology, physics 
and mathematics for three years. The course in meteor
ology will be concerned with the physics and dynamics 
of the atmosphere with special attention to problems of 
weather and climate. Students will attend lectures and 
laboratory demonstration experiments, will carry out 
synoptic weather analysis and undertake field obsorvo.
tions and experiments. 

A particularly favourable circumstance is the presence 
at Bmcknoll, only eleven miles away, of tho headquarters 
of the Meteorological Office. This is not only the national 
centre of weather services but also the largest meteoro
logical research centre in Britain. Tho authorities of the 
Meteorological Office have shown great interest in the 
planning of meteorology in the university and, hy visits 
to Bracknell and in other ways, students will be familiar
ized with the work of the Office. It is intended to institute 
also a one-year postgraduate course in meteorology 
which will lead to the degree of M.Sc. It is expected that 
entry to this course will be restricted to graduates who 
have followed the B.So. course or have comparable 
qualifications. 

Prof. R. C. Sutcliffe, C.B., O.B.E., F.R.S. 
DR. R. C. SUTCLIFFE, director of research in the Meteoro

logical Office, has been appointed the first professor of 
meteorology. He was educated at Whit,cliffo Mount 
Grammar School, Cleckheaton, the University of Leeds 
(1922~26) and the Univer>:~ity College, Bangor (1926-27). 
Ho saw service with tho Royal Air Force from 1939 until 
1946 on meteorological duties and was demobilized as 
Group Captain. He has taken a leading position in 
no.tiono.l and intornntional sociotios and committees for 
meteorology and related sciences. He is at present, for 
example, chairman of one Sub-Committee of the Royal 
Society and member of several others, a past-president 
of the Royal Meteorological Society and a member of 
various Government Committees such as the National 
Oceanographical Council. He is also closely connected 
with the World Meteorological Organization, being 
chairman of its scientific Advisory Committee, and is 
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