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serves on a number of Government and professional 
committees. 

Engineering Mathematics in the University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne : Prof. A. Jeffrey 
DR. A. JEFFREY, senior mathematician in the Advanced 

Research Laboratories at Rolls-Royce Ltd., has been 
appointed to the newly established chair of engineering 
mathematics in the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Dr. Jeffrey is thirty-six years of age, and was educated 
at Beckenham Grammar School, Croydon Polytechnic, 
and the University of London, from which he received his 
B.Sc., M.Sc., and Ph.D. degrees. From 1953 until 1956 
he worked on guided-missile problems in the research 
laboratories of the General Electric Co. In 1956 he joined 
Rolls-Royce Ltd., and was engaged initially on mathe
matical problems which arose in the design of nuclear 
power plant for submarine propulsion. Later on, he 
became senior mathematician in the Company's Advanced 
Research Laboratories, and during this period he spent a 
year in the Magneto-Fluid Dynamics Division of the 
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York 
University, working under the direction of Prof. H. Grad. 
While in New York he co-operated with T. Taniuti from 
Nagoya University, Japan, in the preparation of a book 
entitled Nonlinear Wave Propagation. Dr. Jeffrey's 
special line of research has been the study of nonlinear 
hyperbolic partial differential equations and, in particular, 
he has made a detailed study of the appearance and 
subsequent propagation of discontinuities in solutions. 
He has applied this work to a wide variety of different 
physical situations to illustrate the physical interpretation 
of these phenomena. He took up his new appointment 
on September 1. 

Medical Physics in the University of Aberdeen : 
Prof. J. R. Mallard 

DR. J. R. MALLARD has been appointed to the newly 
instituted chair of medical physics in the University of 
Aberdeen and will take up his duties on October I. Dr. 
Mallard went up in 1944 from Northampton Grammar 
School to University College, Nottingham, where he 
graduated B.Sc. He stayed on at Nottingham as a 
research student and demonstrator, working on the 
magnetic properties of uranium and its alloys. After 
taking his Ph.D., he went in 1951 to the Liverpool Radium 
Institute. In 1953, he took a post at the Hammersmith 
Hospital and the Postgraduate Medical School. Rapid 
promotion followed and, when the Department of Medical 
Physics was created in the Postgraduate School in 1963, 
he became its deputy director and was appointed reader 
in the University of London. Then, in 1964, he moved 
inside the University to St. Thomas's Hospital Medical 
School to set up a new Department of Biophysics. Dr. 
Mallard's post-doctoral work has covered many topics in 
medical physics. He has been particularly interested in 
the clinical applications of radioactive isotopes, usually 
working in close collaboration with clinical colleagues; 
his publications on scanning are well known. In addition, 
he has been actively engaged on electron spin resonance 
measurements, especially as applied to wet tissue speci
mens. The research on scanning methods and on electron 
spin resonance will be continued, along with other work, 
at the University of Aberdeen. The arrival there of 
Dr. Mallard and his associates seems sure to give that 
stimulus to all aspects of medical physics in the North 
East of Scotland which the creation of the chair was 
intended to provide. 

Chemistry in the University of Zambia : 
Prof. C. T. Mortimer 

DR. C. T. MORTIMER has been appointed to the chair 
of chemistry at the University of Zambia, on secondment 
from the University of Keele, for a three-year period from 

January 1, 1966. In addition, a Special Commonwealth 
Award has also been made to him by the Ministry of 
Overseas Development. Educated at Ackworth School, 
Yorkshire, he took a B.Sc. degree at the University of 
Manchester in 1950, and the M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in 
1951 and 1953, respectively. After two years at the 
University of Khartoum, Dr. Mortimer took an appoint
ment at the University of Keele in 1955, where he is now 
a senior lecturer. A Commonwealth travel grant enabled 
him to visit the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, for three 
months in 1960. Dr. Mortimer is the author of some 
forty papers and a monograph on thermochemistry, and 
a D.Sc. degree was recently conferred on him by the 
University of Manchester for this research. He has also 
published a number of papers on higher education in 
Africa. 

Social Studies in the University of Newcastle upon 
Tyne : Prof. P. Collison 
DR. P. COLLISON has been appointed to the chair of 

social studies in the Univorsity of Newcastle upon Tyne 
with effect from September 1. Dr. Collison was born in 
May 1925. After service in H.M. Forces he entered the 
University of Birmingham in 1947 and was awarded the 
degree of B.Com.(Hons.) in 1950. After a period of 
research he was awarded a Ph.D. degree in 1953 when he 
also became a research student at Nuffield College, 
Oxford. In 1954 he started to undertake part-time 
teaching in the Department of Social and Administrative 
Studies at Oxford, and since 1955 he has had a full-time 
post in that department. He is now university lecturer 
in sociology. His main research work has been in the 
field of urban studies, but he has had a subsidiary interest 
in institutions of higher education. He has published a 
large number of papers, and his book, The Outteslowe 
Walls; a Study in Social Class, was published in 1963. 

Grants to Universities and Colleges 
THE recommendations of the Estimates Committee in 

its fifth report for the session 1964--65 on grants to 
universities and colleges are discussed on p. 1319 of this 
issue of Nature. Nevertheless, the report contains such 
voluminous information on the functioning of the univer
sity grants system that a brief note on its contents seems 
desirable. Included with the report of the Estimates 
Committee itself and the minutes of evidence taken 
before its sub-committee are a number of memoranda. 
These include a memorandum submitted by the Depart
ment of Education and Science, which describeii the 
system, including the constitution aad the functioning 
of the University Grants Committee. Also presented 
are memoranda from the Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals describing its constitution and functions, 
and one from the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research on its Research Grants Committee, as well as 
on its policy in regard to computing science. Further
more, there are memoranda from the Ministry of Health 
on its relations with the University Grants Committee, 
and from the National Health Service on the responsibility 
for the cost of building teaching hospitals. One submitted 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects deals with 
architects' fees for university buildings, and another, by 
Mr. W. E. Parker on university grants, considers the scope 
of the audit made of university accounts; the latter 
memorandum comments on the possibilities of using post 
facto examinations to make a comparative assessment of 
efficiency in regard to the expenditure of non-recurrent 
grants for buildings. A note by the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Birmingham deals with the control of 
expenditure and incentives to economy in university 
financial administration. A memorandum by the Depart
ment of Education and Science describes the Tress index 
used for measuring the change in university recurrent 
costs other than those on academic and related salaries. 
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