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acting chairman, Committee for Wales of the Nature 
Conservancy) have bocomo members of the Nature Con
servancy. Retiring members are Lt.-Col. J. P. Grant, 
Mr. G. V. Jacks and Prof. C. F. A. Pantin. Under tho 
charter, the territorial committees will become sub
committees . Prof. J. N. Black, of the Department of 
Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Edin
burgh, has joined tho Scottish Committee, in succession 
to Lt,.-Col. J. P, Grant, as well as the Scientific Policy 
Committee on which Prof. Wareing also serves. Mr. J. T. 
Coppock (Department of Geography, University College, 
London), Mr. J. R. H erbert (honorary secretary of the 
Institute of Landscape Architects), and Mr. R. B. Verney 
(past-president of the County Landowners' Association) 
have become members of the Committee for England, 
from which Prof. J. H. Burnett, Mr. H. G. Hurrell, Dr. 
A. M. Massee and Dr. S. M. Walters have retired. Mr. 
Dillwyn Miles (honorary secretary of the West Wales 
Naturalists' Trust) and Dr, Rees Prytheroh (member of 
the Gwynedd Rivers Board) have joined the Committee 
for Wales in succession to Mr. J. H. Barrett and Mr. 
T. A. W. Davis. 

The British Hat and Allied Feltmakers Research 
Association 
THE seventeenth annual report of the Director of 

Research of the British Hat and Allied Feltmakers 
Research Association covers the year ended August 1964, 
in which work on the new hatters' fur preparation 
absorbed much of tho Association's effort (Pp. 20. Auden
shaw, Manchester: The British Hat and Allied Felt
makers Research Associa tion, 1965). Parallel with tho 
laboratory experiments, factory trials were conducted to 
fit the process into existing hatters' fur manufacturing 
procedures, and the evidence so far indicates that the 
application has been carried out successfully, irrespective 
of apparent differences in the traditional methods used. 
An examination of the load-compression curves for wool 
moils indicated an inverse cube relation between applied 
pressure and volume of tho wool sample. Work continu1id 
on the t echnology of fur forming with a comparison of 
the quality of forms produced when the linear speed 
ratios of the feeding aprons and pickers were varied. An 
acceptable felt was produced when as much as 50 per cent 
of prepared komp was incorporated in the blend during 
planking, a discovery which could be of considerable 
economic significance. Assistance was given to members 
with the application of premetallized dyes in both cone 
and open-beck machines. The reproducibility of measure
ments with the hat-size measuring instrument was found 
to be independent of the operative and the instrument 
can also be used for measuring press-dishes, flanging 
frames, etc . In finishing trials, weight losses correlated 
strongly with the rankings of the finished hats; those that 
ranked best were found to have high weight losses. A 
programme of work was initiated on behalf of the Pressed 
F elt Industry to examine the physical properties of 
pressed felt. 

Experimental Agriculture 
A w ARM welcome is ext ended to E xperimental Agricul

t'ure, 11 new quarterly journal which the Cambridge 
University Press started publishing in January of this 
year, under the editorship of Prof. J. P. Hudson of the 
University of Nottingham (1, No. l (January 1965). 
Edited by Prof. J. P. Hudson. Pp. 1-80+2 plates. 
London and New York : Cambridge University Press, 
1965. Annual subscription 75s. net (U.S.A. 13.50 
dollars) . Single part 25s. net (U.S.A, 4.50 dollars)). 
It is particularly for tunate in its timing, as the Empire 
,Journal of E xperimental Agriculture which began publica 
tion in 1933, coas1id publication in October 1964. The 
Empire Journal during its twenty-eight years of exist
ence became one of the leading journals available 

to the agricultural research workers in what are now 
known as developing countries, and it will therefore be of 
the greatest satisfaction to them to know that the new 
journal will be particularly, although not exclusively, 
interested in this same field of work. It is difficult to 
emphasize too strongly the need for a really live and 
attractive journal coneorned with new methods for raising 
tho agricultural productivity of these emergent tropical 
lands, for it should be a great encouragement to research 
workers in these countries to plan their work so that the 
results can be written up at regular intervals for publica
tion instead of allowing them to be forgotten in an un
digested form in departmental files. 

journal of Experimental Research in Personality 
THE first volume of the Journal of Experimental Research 

in Personality was published in March of this year ( 1 ( 4 
issu1is); 1965. 16 dollars. Private subscriptions (for the 
subscriber's personal use), 8 dollars. New York and 
London: Academic Press, 1965). It is the stable com
panion of the newly established Journal of Experimental 
Social Psychology (Nature, 206, 1099; 1965). Its editor is 
I. E. Farber, of the University of Chicago, and a strong 
editorial board suggests that the journal will indeed live 
up to its title. From the information given to authors, it 
seems that the policy of tho journal is very similar to 
that of the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 
and the contents of the first volume certainly suggest 
little difference, except possibly that the new Journal 
seems to allow its contributors slightly more freedom from 
the Procrustean interference of editors. Of tho articles in 
the first issue, possibly the most interesting is one dealing 
with the effects of individual differences in the orienting 
reflex on conditioning and complex mental processes . 
Much work has boon done on the orienting reflex in the 
U.S.S.R., but only very recently has the attention of 
English-speaking experimentalists been attracted to this 
field and this is tho first occasion that individual differences 
have been experimentally studied in the United States. 
It appears that subjects showing strong orienting responses 
showed better semantic conditioning of autonomic re
sponses, more readily verbalized the experimental con
tingencies and greater differential rosponsivity to 
signals. The orienting response did not relate to measures 
of neuroticism or emotionality, as postulated by the 
authors; unfortunately, they did not measure their 
subjects' degree of extroversion or introversion; it would 
seem likely from a consideration of Pavlovian postulates 
that introverts should show large orienting responses, 
extroverts rather smaller ones. Other interesting papers 
in tho Journal are a theoretical note by J. S. Brown, who 
gives a learning-theory type interpretation of masochistic 
behaviour, and a study by Gardner Lindzey in which for 
the first timo a definite superiority is found for clinical as 
opposed to actuarial prediction. If subsequent issues of 
the Journal match the first in quality this will undoubtedly 
bocome an essential part of any psychological or psychia
tric library. 

"Shell" Science and Technology Newsletter 
THIS is a new publication by the Royal Dutch/Shell 

group, which comprises some 500 companies and a number 
of major research establishments (Pp. 8. London: Shell 
Centre, 1965). It is proposed to issue this document at 
four-monthly intervals, starting with the present March 
1965 edition. Tho primary object of the Newsletter is 
periodically to give brief details of subjects about which 
normal press releases may not nocessarily be forthcoming. 
Much technological information on results or on trends of 
major research projects undertaken within the principal 
research and service laboratories operated by tho Royal 
Dutch/Sholl group in Canada, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, United Kingdom, United States of America, 
and Venezuela, will apparently be objectively summarized 
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