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Aberdeen, beginning in October. This course is intendod 
to play a p11rt in the expansion of postgraduate studies 
envisaged by the Robbins Report, and to help satisfy the 
growing demand for short postgraduo.te instructional 
courses to equip graduates ,vith the technical and 
theorotico.l training neoosso.ry for posts demanding 11 broad 
ecological approach. In addition to the facilities available 
within tho University, thoro are close links with t,hc 
Macaulay Institute for Soil Research, the Rowett Research 
Institute, the Marino Laboratory of tho Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland, the 'l'orry Rcsoareh 
Station and the North Scotland College of Agriculture. 
Applicants i:;hould have, or expect to obtain before joining 
the course, o. degree with first or upper second-class 
honours in biology, botany, forestry or zoology (or equiva
lent qualification). Candidates with first or upper second
class honours in other subjects, for example, geography, 
goology, soil science, will also be considered if they have 
a supporting qualification in o. biological subject at a 
sufficiontly advanced level. Further inf01mation can be 
obtained from tho Secretary to the Universit,y of Aberdeen, 
Marischal College, Aberdeen. 

University and College News; Birmingham 

THE report of the Council of the University of Birrning
ham for the year ended December 31, 1964, records o. 
full-time academic staff at the begiruiing of tho 1964-65 
session of 797, including 90 professors, 41 readers, 131 
senior locturors and 408 locturors (Pp. 32. Birmingham: 
Tho University, 1965). It is pointed out in tho report of 
the Vice-Chancellor and l'rincipal that this gives a staff 
ratio of l to every 8·4 full-time students, but that tho 
actual ratio for tho Science Faculty gives 11 weighted ratio 
of 1 to 12·7 (Pp. 43. Birmingham: The University, 1965). 
This compares unfavourably with the ratio of 1 to 10·4 
provisionally givon by the Uuivorsity Gmnts Committee 
for all univorsities other than Oxford and Cambridge in 
HhH-62. In undorgraduate adm.issioni:; in Octobor 1964, 
404 places in science were fillod against, 374 available and 
in applied science 706, instead of the G75 places availablo. 
The University admitted in October 536 new graduate 
students, in addition to 248 graduates taking teacher 
training courses and, of tho 5,333 full-time studonts, 552 
camo from ovorsoas, of whom 323 wore graduates. In 
1963-64, 2,505 were in seionco, 659 in medicine and 210 
woro part-time; 615 full-time students wero in halls of 
residence, 3,499 in lodgings and 868 at home. The 
Vice-Chancellor commont,s on the adverse effect on 
university policy of the uncertainties arising out of 
Government policy in regard to tho Robbins Report, the 
roarrangements of tho research councils, etc. 

Liverpool 
'T'mi: University of Liverpool has received a gmnt, of 

£.'l3,030 from the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Rosoaroh, to support engineering design restJarch und<ir 
tho supervision of Mr. K. Ball. The grant, which will 
run until Dcoombe1· 31, 1967, is an implomontation of the 
report of the Feildon Commit,too on Engineering Design, 
which emphasized the need to raise the sLatus of BritiRh 
nnginccring and to improvo onginooring doRign. Tt will 
bo miod to form a design group which will permit tho 
:w11demic staff of tho University to work in doso 11ssoci11-
tion with industry and will givo designers from industr~, 
an oppo,·tunity to oxpori<'nC<' tho sciimtific and aca<kmic 
approach of tho UniversiLy. 

State University of New York at Stony Brook 

DR. H. Tit-:NTJ,F.Y GLASS has boon appointod o.c11domio 
vico-prosideut and prnfotiRor of biology as from Soptember 
1. Dr. J·. S. Toll, at present chairman of tho Dopartrnont 
of l'hysics and Ast1·onomy at tho Univorsit,y of M11ryland, 
lmR boon appointed pn1sident, of tho University as from 
Nnpt,tJmber I . 

Announcements 

DR. l'. H1momT, professor and director of tho University 
of Cincinnati Observatory, has boen awarded the James 
Craig Wati:;on Medal of the National Academy of Sciences 
for outstanding astronomical research, partieularly for hi s 
contributions to the field of colcstial mechanics, and his 
application of olectronic-computer techniquei:; to calcu
lations of tho orbits of comets, Earth satellites, and 
asteroids. 

DR. OscAR MENIS has recently been appointed chief of 
tho Quantitative Separations Section of the Analytical 
Chemistry Division in tho U.S. National Burnau of 
Standards Institute for Materials Rrnmarch. Dr. Monis 
joins the Bureau from tho Nuclear Mo.torials and Equip
ment Corporation in Apollo, Pennsylvauia, where he was 
Supervisor of Chemical Services at th<! Advanced Materials 
Centor. 

l'Ro1,·. E. S. PJ<JARSON will retire at tho end of 1965 
from the editorship of B-iometrilca, u, post, which ho has 
held since 1936. He will be succeeded by Prof. D. H. 
Cox of Birkbock College, University of London. Hiu
rnctrika was founded by Francis Galton, Karl Pearson 
o.nd W. l:<'. R. Weldon in 1901. It is a general statistical 
journal with 11 bio.s towards papers with a practical 
applie11tion, which are thus connoct,ed with the usofulnf'ss 
of statistics in somo p11rticul11r field, including biometry. 

Tm: 1965 session of the Ecolo d'ete do Physique 
Th6orique, an institute of the University of Grenoble 
supported in part by the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion Advanced Study Institute Programme, on "High 
Energy l'hysics", will be hold in L es Houches, Haut,e 
Savoio, during July I-August 25. Further information 
can be obtained from BcollJ d'ete de Physique Theori
que, 46 Avenuo Felix Viallot, Grenoble, Iserc. 

Tm;: second interdisciplinary conference on ":Electro 
magnetic Scattering", sponsored by tho University of 
Massachusotts and tho Air Force Cambridge Research 
Laboratories, will be held at the University during June 
28-30. Further information can be obtained from R. S. 
Stein, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massa
chusetts. 

A SYMPOSIUM on "Modern Techiiiques of Polynier 
Characterization" will be held in tho Wolsh College of 
Advanced T echnology on ,Juno 2/'i. Further information 
can be obto.ined from D. R. Hub, Weli:;h College of 
Advanced Technology, Cathays Park, Cardiff. 

'I'm;: second micropalaeontological colloquium on "The 
Mesozoic-Cenozoic Sodirnnntary Basins of West Africit" 
will bo hold in tho University of Ibadan during Juno 25-30. 
Further information can be obtained from the Department 
of Geology, Univorsity of lbadan, Nigeria. 

A CONJ,"EllJ<lNCE on "The Physics of Quantum Elec
tronics", sponsored by the Office of Naval Research, will 
bo hold in San Juan, Puorto Rico, during Juno 28- 30. 
Further information can be obtaint1d from Dr. P. L. 
Kelley, Massnchusetts Instituto of Technology, Lexington, 
M11ssu.ch11sott,s. 

THE third international Vacuum Congrnss will be hold 
in Stuttg11rt during Jun0 28-·July 2. Flll'ther infonna
t,i on co.n be obtained from Dr. H. Adam, Wissonschaft 
liches Komite dos Dritton lntornationalen Vakuum
Kongrossos, 5 Koln-Bayento.l, Postfach 195, West 
Cormany. 

THE third Wool Toxtilo Rcsnarch Conference, organi:zed 
by tho InstiLut 'l'extile de Franco, will bo hold in l'arif:l 
during June 28-J.uly 9. Furthor information can be 
obtainod from tho lmit,itut Tcxt,ilo do France, 59 rue <le 
la Faisandorie, Par.is 16. 
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