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of the founders of the American Rheumatism Association, 
of which he was president during 1940-41. He did some 
early work on the treatment of gout by moans of uric-acid 
diuretic agents, and was tho author of almost t;wo hundred 
papers, chapters in books and other works. 

As tho cubnination of many years of clinical investiga
tions of the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, Dr. Hench 
in 1948 introduced into clinical medicine the steroid 
hormone, cortisone, developed after a long period of 
laboratory investigation by Dr. Edward C. Kendall, of 
the Mayo Clinic. Tho two men had workod together on 
the problem, one from the clinical point of view and the 
other from the biochemical and physiological aspects. In 
1950 Dr. Hench and Dr. Kendall, with Dr. Tadcus 
Reichstein, of Basie, Switzorhmd, wero awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine " for their dis
coveries relating to adrenal cortical hormones, their 
structure and biological effects". 

During 1932-48 Dr. Hench was tho chief editor of tho 
American Rheumatism Association's annual Rheumati8m 
Reviews, and he had been associate editor of tho Annals 
of Rheumatic Diseases (London). Ho also had been chair
man of the American Committee of the Ligue Inter
nationale contro le rheumatisme. Ho was chairman of 
the Arthritis and Rheumatism Study Section of tho 
National Institutes of Health, U.S. Public1Health Service, 

in 1949 and 1950, and was a member of the Advisory 
Council of the National Institute of Arthritis and Meta
bolic Diseases, National Institutes of Health, U.S. Public 
Health Service. Ho also was titulate to tho Central Com
mittoe of tho Pan-American League against Rheumatism, 
a member of tho Advisory Committee of tho U.S. National 
Research Council and a member of the Modica! and 
Scientific Committee of the Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Foundation. In 1962 he was appointed a member of the 
Commission on Drug Safety for advancement of the 
predicta bility of the action of new pharmaceuticals in tho 
human being. 

He was an honorary member of societies and academies 
in many countries. His hobbies wero tennis, opera, photo
graphy and the writings of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and 
ho published original investigations on medical history, 
being considered an authority on tho conquest of yellow 
fever. In 1958 he contributed an essay on "Of Violence 
at Meiringen", describing the escape of Sherlock Holmes 
in 1891 from doath at the hands of Prof. Moriarty at the 
Reichenbach Falls, and tolling how Hench and others 
combined to put up a plaque at tho site in 1957 to mark 
the scene of tho incident. This essay was printed in the 
volume, Exploring Sherlock Holmes, issued in 1958 by tho 
Norwegian Explorers' Club of Minneapolis. 

E. H. RYNEARSON 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Mechanical Engineering in University College, Swansea: 

Prof. R. H. Macmillan 
PROF. R.H. MACMILLAN has recently resigned his chair 

of mechanical engineering at the University College of 
Swansea to become tho now director of the Motor Industry 
Research Association establishment at Lindley near Nun
eaton. Prof. Macmillan graduated in mechanical sciences 
at Cambridge in 1941 and became an engineering officer in 
tho Royal Air Force. At tho end of tho Second World War 
he returned to Cambridge and became successively, 
assistant lecturer and lecturer in the D epartment of 
Engineering. In October, 1957, ho wa.'> appointed to the 
first chair of mechanical fmgineering at tho University 
College of Swansea in the Universit,y of Wales. One of 
Prof. Macmillan's major iutorosts has boon the theory and 
practice of automatic control. His interest and knowledge 
in this field were further stimulated by his secondment to 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where ho was 
able to carry out teaching and researnh in the field of 
automatic control. Throughout his stay in Swansea he 
was concerned with teaching and research in control. 
In particular he directed his attention to the automatic 
gearbox used in motor-cars a,\d cont,ributed tow'.1-rds the 
design of such systems. !n this study ho dot?rmmed tho 
relationship between spemal types of automat,10 goarboxes 
and extended the knowledge of gearboxes themselves. 
This work was parjjicularly fruitful as ho was able to com
bine his interest in automobile automatic control and 
theory of mechanisms. While at Swansea, Prof. Macmillan 
helped to plan a large now Dopa~t~ont _of .Engineering and 
took his full share in the adm.m1strat10n of tho Depart
ment, having been its chairman for threo years. His 
resignation is a groat loss to tho Dopartrwmt and tho 
Collcgo, but his experience should fit him well for his new 
post at Lindley. Since t,aki_ng up hiB new J.?Ot,!tion }'.(' has 
been appointod to the associate professorship m engmocr
ing scionco at the new University of Warwick. 

Prof. F. R. Barwell 
Dit. lf. R. BARWELL, formerly director of oloct,rical 

research, Rritish Railway,1 Board, h.11,s hoon appointed to 

succeed Prof. R. H. Macmillan as professor of mechanical 
onginoering in the University College of Swansea as from 
May 1. Dr. Barwoll was born in Bromley, Kent, where 
he received his secondary education at the Connty School 
before beginning his training as a Premium Apprentice 
in the Chief Mechanical Engineer's Department of the 
Groat Western Railway at Swindon in 1927. In 1939 he 
left tho railways and joined the scientific staff of the 
National Physical Laboratory, and in 1948 he was 
appointed hoad of the Lubrication and W oar Division of 
the newly formed Mechanical Engineering Research 
Organization, being responsible for a series of researches 
ranging from the properties of surfaces to high-speed 
bearings. In 1958 he returned to the railways on his 
appointment as electric traction engineer (research) in the 
Electrical Engineering Department of tho British Trans
port Commission. His early training on tho railways 
covered work in the test house and drawing office at 
Swindon. Dr. Barwell thon studied motive power ongin
oering at the City and Guilds Collogo (Imperial College), 
during the tenure of a Whitworth Scholarship. He was 
awarded a Robert Blair fellowship which enabled him to 
spend a yoar st,udying electric and Diosol railway traction 
in Europe and North America. Dr. Barwell became the 
first cha.irman of the newly formed Railwa.y Engineering 
Group of tho Institution of Mechanical l!;ngineers in 1961, 
and was awarded the C',-corgo Stephenson Prize for the 
inaugural lecture. He received the Thomas Hawksley 
Gold Medal for a paper to tho same Institution, entitled 
"Surface Contact in Theory and Practice". Dr. Barwell 
was chairman of the Junior Institution of Engineers 
during their 1963-64 session, and is honorary treasurer of 
tho Whitworth Society. 

Electrical Engineering Science in the University of 
Warwick : Prof. J. L. Douce 
DR. J. L. DoucE, who has bx,n appointed to tho ,chair 

of nlectrical cngineoring science in tho Univernity of 
Warwick , b cJcam'.) interested in electronics and control as 
a final-yoi.r physics student at the UnivoI"sity of Ma.n
chcskir, wh~rc a course of such a, nature offered by the 


	NEWS and VIEWS
	Mechanical Engineering in University College, Swansea:




