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It is to be assembled by a small detachment of U.S. Navy 
Seabees who, along with the group which will stay over 
the winter, will be living aboard the ice-breaker U.S.S. 
Edisto. Once the station is complete, the five scientific 
and four Navy support personnel will move in for the 
winter, and the ship will proceed to othor tasks. 

In order to enlarge the effective working area of the 
station, a 125-f. wooden vessel designed for special 
service in and around the ico is being planned. Such a 
vessol would mako possible biological, geological, and 
other investigations in the coastal areas of the peninsula 
and the off-lying islands. 

The potentials for biological field investigations in the 
Antarctic Peninsula will, it is believed, attract research 
workers interested in problems of cold adaptation and 
physiology and, generally, in terrestrial and marino 
onvironmental phenomena. The biological laboratory 
planned for the Palmer Station will be equipped with 
standard apparatus and general supplies to meet tho 
requirements for investigations of this type. 

The peninsula area has been of interest to Amorican 
geologists for many years, partly because of tho strong 
likelihood that it may be the southern end of a land tie 
between South America and Antarctica. Although geo
logical investigations both north and south of tho Drake 
Passage have been carried out, much additional work on 
the history and structure of the peninsula remains to be 
done. 

Palmer Station will be a most useful addition to the 
programme of the upper atmosphoric scientist. It will 
provido a 8ite for conjugato point studies which make 
possible the determination of some of the magneto
spheric properties many earth radii out in space. The 

typo of investigations which will be conducted may be 
the study of vory-low-frequency whistler phenomena, 
tho study of the absorption of particles which have been 
evaporated off the Sun, the study of the electro-jet which 
is a tri>,nsitory current in the upper atmosphere, or a 
combination of these. 

During the coming year, the Bernice P. Bishop Museum. 
Honolulu, Hawaii, will carry out ecological studios of 
Antarctic soil arthropods throughout the year to gather 
data on cold tolerances, temperature, humidity, food and 
hibernation requirements. In addition, continuous 
air plankton samplings will bo maintained for recording 
the dispersal of land arthropods or other organisms by 
air currents. Complete soil and water analyses are planned 
for the ecological and climatological studies. Carefully 
controlled experiments will be initiated to analy:;:o 
seasonal stresses on land arthropods. Collections will 
also be made of all arthropods, and particularly bird and 
seal parasites for fauna! and systomatic studies. 

Glaciology and meteorology research will bo carried 
out by scientists from Ohio State University's Institute 
of Polar Studies. Here they will investigate tho balance 
of the ice cover and search for evidence of recent glacier 
fluctuationi,. Raised beaches will be sought also for evi
dence of sea level chang-0s and datable material. A 
moteorological programme will include surface observ
ations of temperature, wind, pressure, and cloudiness. 

In keeping with the spirit of co-operation in Antarctica 
scientists from other countries will bo wolcomo to join 
in the work at this station. 

' Holdgate, M. W., Brit. Antarctic Surv. Rull., 2, 45 (1963). 
'Hooper, P.R., The Petrology of Anv,rs Island and Adjacent Islands (F.I.D.S. 

Sci. Rep., No. 34, 1902). 

NEWS and VIEWS 
The Royal Society of London : Award of Royal Meda:s 

HER MAJESTY THE QlJEEN has been graciously pleased 
to approve recommendations made by the Council of the 
Royal Society for tho award of the two Royal Medals for 
tho pre3ent year as follows: to Prof. M. J. Lighthill, Royal 
Society research professor at the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology in the University of London, for 
his distinguished contributions to knowledge of the flow of 
compressible gases, and the mathematical theory of distri
butions; to Prof. F. \V. R. Brambell, Lloyd Roberts pro
fessor of zoology in the University of Wales at the Univer
sity College of North Wales and honorary director of the 
Agricultural Research Council's Unit of Embryology, for 
his important contribution to our understanding of the 
passage of protein from maternal to fmtal circulations. 

Marine Biological Laboratory at Plymouth: 
Dr. F. S. Russell, C.B.E., F.R.S. 

As a centre for tho prosecution of research into ovory 
aspect of marine biology, tho Plymouth Laboratory is 
wicxcolled in tho world. This stature it has attained hy 
virtue of tho outstanding qualities of throo directors, 
K J. Allen, Stanley w·. Kemp and F. S. Russell, who 
successively have guided its growth over a continuous 
poriod of just on scvonty years. For more tha.•t half this 
long period, F. S. Russell, who rotires on September 30, 
1965. has been associated with th<1 Laboratory. Afwr 
notable scrvico with the Royal Naval Air Service and the 
Royal Air Force in the Fi;st World War and a year as 
an as.'listant director of Fisheries Research to the Govern
ment of Egypt, ho joined tho Marine Biological Associa
tion as an assistant naturalist in 1924. Later he was a 
member of the Great Barrier Reef Expodition in 1928--29, 
and spent the yoars of tho Second ·world War in London 
as wing commander on Air Staff Intelligence. Ho suc
<ieedcd Stanley Kemp as director in 1945. A pioneer 

worker on zooplankton, ho was am,mg tho first to 
investigate diurnal migrations and relato those to varia
tions in light intensity, while his name will always be 
associated with the discovery of plankton indicators 
through his investigations into the distribution of spocios 
of Sagitta. Early interest in m edus'.B, stimulated by tho 
lato E. T. Browne, culminated in t,ho publication in 19:,3 
of The Medusae of the British Seas, a notable addition to 
the great sorios of monographs in which, over tho past 
two centuries, naturalists have described the varied 
members of the British marine fauna. During Dr. Russell's 
years as director, tho facilities both in the Laboratory 
and for collecting and observing at sea have great.ly 
increased. While war damage nocossitatcd completo 
!'()Construction of what was th<i Director's Houso, m i\jo,· 
additions for research and t-Oftching have boon complotofl. 
while 1.ho Laboratory is now served by two vessels. 
R.V. Sar8ia and R.V. Stda, IBO ft.. and 61 ft. long. 
respectively, and by a motor launch. The present con
dition of the Laboratory is described in The Journal of 
the JJ,farine Biological Association (43, 281; 1963). With 
the building up of these facilitios has gone a stead~· 
increase in tho scientific staff, which now numbers twont:,. 
including three Follows of tho Royal Society. Visitor~ 
from all parts of tho world como to work in tho Laboratory 
and the magnificent library or to study the facilities. 
All has been achieved by careful plmming and an unusual 
capacity for lucid 0xp:isition. Few major labomt,ori<'~ 
ca!l havo been conducted with less fuss and bother. fow.,,· 
still with such a disarming sense of quiet humour. Retin•
ment will represent a welcome return to research for Dr. 
Russell but with the satisfaction, shared, ono knows, by 
Mrs. Russell, who has holpcd so much to bring it about,. 
of realizing that, probably as no onfl else could have 
done, ho has carried tho Plymouth Laboratory into this 
post-war scientific ago with universally aoclaim'cd success. 
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