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NEW NATURAL PHILOSOPHY BUILDING IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ABERDEEN 

A NEW Natural Philosophy Building for the Univer
sity of Aberdeen was opened by Sir George Thomson 

on May 7. From 1922 until 1930 he occupied the chair 
of natural philosophy, now held by Prof. R. V. Jones. 

Marking the opening of the Building, and providing 
a reminder of the long history of Natural Philosophy in 
Aberdeen, was a gift by Lord Reith and Sir Noel Ash
bridge. This was the certificate of merit awarded in 1860 
to Lord Reith's father, the Rev. George Reith, and signed 
by James Clerk Maxwell, then professor of natural 
philosophy. 

The Building (Fig. I) is situated on the Market Lands 
to the west of the High Streot of Old Aberdeen, and to the 
north of the Chemistry Building, opened in 1952, and the 
Science Library, now under construction. It accommodates 
the Natural Philosophy Department, formerly housed in 
Marischal College (at Aberdeen natural philosophy 
includes physics and applied mathematics). More 
extensive accommodation than could be provided in 
Marischal College, with more up-to-date facilities, has 
long been needed in order that the Department can play 
its proper part in the expansion of the annual science 
~ntry from 192 to 300, which was required as part of the 
project, adopted in 1956, to expand the University from 
a total of 1,800 to 2,750. It was estimated that accom
modation would be needed for that number in 1962-63 
or soon after, and the Natural Philosophy Building was 
ready for occupation in October 1963, when the total 
number of graduating students reached 2,737. In 1960, 
in response to enquiries from the University Grants 
Committee, the University agreed to continue this expan
sion up to a total of 4,500 as a contribution to the national 
need for university education in the United Kingdom, 
and this total mav now be exceeded. But the increase in 
the expansion froin 2,500 to 4,500 will entail a project for 
further accommodation for natural philosophy, which is 
now under consideration. 

The Building has been designed to accommodate 450 
undergraduate students, with a first year of 300, a second 
year of 100, and junior and senior honours years of 25-30 
students each. In addition there will be accommodation 

for an academic staff of two professors, and senior lec
turers, lecturers, Research Fellows, etc., to a total of 32. 
Facilities are also provided for about 25 postgraduate 
students. 

The principle underlying the design is the recognition 
that the main functions of the Department (teaching large 
classes, tutoring advanced students in small groups, and 
research) make very different demands on many of those 
elements basic to design considerations. For example, 
one particular requirement-that of maximum possible 
freedom from mechanical vibration-is peculiarly a 
requirement of research areas. For this reason, together 
with general site requirements for a relatively low build
ing, the architectural conception is that of three units 
linked and integrated by a firm podium. 

The podium provides the main structural link between 
the east and west wings, with an external wall of random 
coarse granite and a top which is to provide circulation 
space. The main entrance to the building is on the south 
side of the podium and the three main lecture rooms are 
grouped round this entrance hall in such a way that the 
heavy student traffic to lectures is localized in this part 
of the Building. Lecture rooms for approximately 80 
and 120 students are entered directly from the east and 
west sides of the entrance hall itself. A large lecture hall 
for 300 students is enter 3d from the entrance hall by a 
short staircase lfider the southern part of the curved 
concrete shell canopy up t,o podium level and the main 
lecture room entrance. The concrete shell canopy 
extcnds over the wholc of thc main lecture hall, and plays 
a functional part in the acoustic design of the hall. The 
main electrical and mechanical plant scrving the Building 
has been housed under the rake of this main lecture hall. 
Each lecture hall is provided with its own preparation 
and store rooms. 

Tho whole of tho north side of the podium is devoted 
to extensi ve workshops of various kinds serving the 
research and teaching needs of the Department. The rest 
of the podium area is given over to research rooms of 
various kinds, many of which will house delicate equip
ment. Every attempt has been made, by isolating the 

Fig. 1. New Xaturai Philosophy Building, rniversity of Aberdeen 
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