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The proportion of children under fifteen is likely to rise 
from 226 per thousand now to 256 per thousand in 2003; 
and the proportion of these aged sixty-five and more after 
rising from its present value of 120 per thousand to 135 
per thousand in 1983 will fall back to 119 per thousand 
in 2003. A deta.iled assessment of the significance of 
these figures will have to await the appearance of the 
196! Census report on the fertility of marriage. 

University News : Leeds 
THE fifty-second annual report of the University of 

Leeds, which covers the academic year 1962-63, is pre
ceded by the Vice-Chancellor's statement to the Court 
of the University (Pp. 144. Leeds: The University, 19ti4). 
In this, Mr. R. B. Stevens expresses the opinion that the 
target aim of the Robbins Report of 197,000 students for 
1967-68 may fail in its purpose even if achieved on paper, 
unless there is proper integration of staff, departments 
and facilities, and on this point the larger civic univer
sities have particular cause for anxiety. Mr. Stevens 
stresses the importance of proper access to adequate 
facilities for study and research, a reasonable numerical 
balance between departments, and for the closest possible 
relation between teacher and student. The Committee 
on Academic Participation in University Government 
continued its work through the 1962-63 session, and the 
university is assessing the value of developments which 
have already resulted from some recommendations of this 
Committee. There were 6,094 full-time students in 
October 1963, an increase of 533 over 1962, the number 
of new students being almost the same as in the previous 
year, 2,058 compared with 2,061. Student residential 
accommodation continues to call for much attention, and 
a report on a tour undertaken to investigate the pro
vision made for students in fifteen universities in seven 
European countries is now being examined. Policy 
decisions are now being made on tho proportion of places 
in the Precinct which should be provided in conventional 
halls and the proportion to be provided in independent 
study-bedrooms, and a working party on residence was 
established towards the end of the session. On scientific 
research, the report quotes Sir Charles Morris's opinion 
that at least twice as much money will be needed for the 
purpose as the university now has. The Department of 
Chinese Studies was established during the session, under 
the directorship of Prof. Owen Lattimore, and a chair 
of politics was instituted during the session. The report 
also gives the conclusions of a working party on the 
establislunent of a central University Television Centre 
to provide closed-circuit facilities for television as a visual 
aid in teaching, as an aid to research, as a medium of 
teaching and as an object of educational research. The 
conclusions of the working party, which believed that 
such a Centre should be established, are given in the 
report. 

Imperial College of Science and Technology 
THE Governing Body of the Imperial College of Science 

and Technology has elected five former students and one 
of its members to fellowships of the College: Prof. J. S. 
Anderson, professor of inorganic chemistry in the Univer
sity of Oxford since 1963, student and member of staff in 
the Department of Chemistry during 1926-38, director of 
the National Chemical Laboratory, Teddington, during 
1959-63; Dr. R. Beeching, cha.irman of the British 
Transport Commission since 1962, student and member of 
staff in the Department of Physics during 1931-36; Sir 
Charles Lillicmp, member of the Governing Body since 
1947, director of Naval Construction during 1944--51, 
president of the Johnson Society during 1955-56, presi
dent of the Institute of Welding during 1956-58; Mr. 
G. S. C. Lucas, director and chief engineer, Associated 
Electrical Industries (Rugby), Ltd., student in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering during 1923-25, 
vice-president during 1956-61 and president during 

1961-62 of the Institution of Electrical Engineers; Mr. 
H. C. Tett, chairman and managing director, Esso 
Petroleum, Ltd., since 1959, student in the Department 
of Physics during 1925-28; Prof. W. F. Whittard, pro
fessor of geology at the University of Bristol since 193'7; 
undergraduate student of geology and zoology during 
1922-24 and research student in geology during 1924--26 
and 1929-31, member of staff during 1931-37, president 
of the British Naturalists' Society during 1952-54, vice
president of the Palroontological Society since 1961. 

Associateship of the Royal College of Science honoris 
causa has been conferred on three members of the College 
staff: Prof. W. 0. James, professor of bot.any; Prof. 
Helen K. Porter, professor of plant physiology; and Prof. 
F. C. Tompkins, professor of physical chemistry. 

Prof. B. G. Neal, professor of applied science with 
special reference to engineering in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, has been elected dean of the 
City and Guilds College from October l. At his req?est, 
Prof. D. Williams will stand down from the headship of 
the Department of Geology at the end of the present 
academic year: Prof. J. Sutton, professor of g~ology,_has 
been appointed in his place. Prof. Williams Will con~ue 
to occupy the chair of mining geology. The followmg 
appointments to lectureships have also been announced: 
Dr. P. A. Blythe (aeronautics); Dr. P. Dolan (mathe
matics); Dr. R. W. Davidge (metallurgy); K. G. Bignell 
(meteorology). 

Nottingham 
PROF. DYFED LEWIS, at present professor of agri

cultural chemistry in the University of Leeds, has been 
appointed to the chair of agricultural chemistry in the 
School of Agriculture, Sutton Bonington, as from Aujplst 
I. Prof. Lewis succeeds Prof. E. G. Hallsworth, who has 
been appointed chief of the Division of Soils, Common
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, 
Australia (Nature, 199, 1237; 1963). Prof. H. Halberstam, 
who has been Erasmus Smith professor of mathematics 
in the University of Dublin since 1962 (Nature, 195, 
1254; 1962), has been appointed to the chair of pure 
mathematics. 

St. Andrews 
THE following appointments have been made in the 

Faculty of Science, in Queen's College, University of 
St. Andrews: Miss E. A. Strevens and Dr. J. M. Aldous, 
lecturers in mathematics; Dr. R. G. Sutherland, Imperial 
Chemical Industries Fellow in chemistry. 

Commonwealth Islands Expedition 1964-66 
THE Commonwealth Islands Expedition 1964-66 is a 

private expedition which is leaving England on August 25 
to investigate the smaller islands and island groups in 
the British Commonwealth. A converted trawler, 65 ft. 
long, 17 ft. beam, will be used as a base when on station 
as well as the means of transport. Although small, 
this vessel was chosen because of its shallow draught, 
only 6 ft., which will enable smaU channels, reefs, etc., 
to be negotiated. The party will include a geographer, 
a botanist, a marine biologist, a physical anthropologist, a 
doctor, a captain and an engineer. During the course of 
the two-and-a-half year voyage opportunities are being 
offered for research workers to join the party for limited 
periods to enable them to carry out specific investigations 
and/or collections in specific areas. Anyone joining the 
party will have the use of the laboratory, 17 ft. x 16ft., 
which is well equipped for it.s size, and the free use of such 
services as are available. Persons wishing to make use 
of the facilities must be financially self-supporting while on 
board, must provide their own transport to the picking-up 
point and must make a contribution to the expedition 
funds for the use of the services. Further information 
can be obtained from the Secretary, Commonwealth 
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