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THE ROYAL SOCIETY CLUB OF EDINBURGH 

FROM the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries on
wards, dining clubs have flourished in tho United 

Kingdom. Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Marlowe, Donne, 
Dekker, Dr. Johnson, Boswell and Sir Joshua Reynolds 
were all men who relished good food and conversation 
around a tavern table. This taste was shared by loaders 
of scientific progress; and out of the meetings of twelve 
or twenty enthusiasts, who met at the Bull-Head Tavern 
in Cheapside in 1650 to eat and drink, to experiment and 
to discuss science, was born the Royal Society of London. 
The Royal Society Club, unofficially known as the "Royal 
Philosophers", dates its minutes from 1743, but, prob
ably, became a regular dining club about 1725. 

Dr. Douglas Guthrie, in a recently published volume, 
ably records the leading features of an equally select 
club*. He begins with a brief account of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, which was founded in 1783. This 
arose from the amalgamation of a Society for the Improve
ment of Medical Knowledge, dating from 1731, and a 
Philosophical Society (for Science and Literature) which 
had existed from 1739. 

The Royal Society Club was founded in 1820 "with the 
view of promoting the objects of the Royal Society". 
Membership was limited to forty-six Fellows of the Society 
elected by ballot. Since 1950 the number has been raised 
to sixty. The Club met at various Edinburgh hotels up 
to 1909, but now normally meets in the rooms of the 
Royal Society in George Street. Dinners have also been 
held in or near Edinburgh. 

• A Short History of the Royal Society Club of Edinburuh 1820 to 1962. By 
Douglas Guthrie, with a foreword by Prof. E. L. Hirst, president of tbe 
Royal Society of Edinburgh. Pp. 40, illustrated. Published privately by 
the Royal Society Club, Edinburgh, 1962. 

Interesting sketches are given of distinguished members 
of the Club. Sir Walter Scott was the third president of 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh (1820-32) and the only 
'literary' president. He was an original member of the 
Club, and was praises (chairman) at the dinners of March 
6, 1820, February 5, 1827, December 3, 1827, and January 
18, 1830. He attended on other dates and was elected 
an honorary member in 1831. Other eminent members 
are mentioned, for example, James Skene, the first secre
tary, antiquary and close friend of Sir Walter; Lord 
Meadowbank, the judge; Sir Archibald Geikie, geologist; 
the versatile Prof. John Stuart Blackie; Sir Robert 
Christison; Lord Playfair; Lord Kelvin; and coming to 
later times, Dr. G. A. Gibson, Sir D'Arcy Thompson and 
the great bacteriologist, Sir Robert Muir. In the nine
teenth century music and song added to the conviviality 
of the dinners, and some of the witty songs sung were 
composed by the members. The Club has entertained 
many distinguished guests, including the Crown Prince of 
Sweden, the Prince of Monaco, Captain Peary, Fridtjof 
Nansen, Dr. Sven Hedin, Sir J. J. Thomson, the physi
cist, Lord Balfour, statesman and philosopher, and 
Sir Arthur Keith. An account is given of two other 
clubs (now extinct) for more junior Fellows, namely, 
the Royal Society New Club and the Royal Society 
Supper Club. The book is illustrated by portraits of 
certain members. 

The Club has been fortunate in persuading Dr. Guthrie, 
who has been for many years a cl.evoted member both of 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh and of the Royal Society 
Club, to write its interesting history. 

ARTHUR MAcNALTY 

RESEARCH INTO EDUCATION IN BRITAIN 

IN a debate in the House of Commons on July 24 on 
the Schools Council for Curriculum and Examinations 

which was opened by Mr. J. Boyden, who expressed some 
concern about the establishment of such a council, Mr. F. 
Wiley referred to proposals made by the universities to 
the Minister for Science for the establishment of an 
educational research council. Mr. Wiley stressed the need 
for conditions of support which preserved for the indi
vidual worker the intellectual initiativo essential for 
creative work. The universities, he said, pointed out 
that an educational research council should be inde
pendent of the executive departments of the Government, 
and directly responsible, not advisory, for the expansion 
of research, including research into problems of primary, 
secondary and tertiary education in Britain as a whole. 
They suggested a council of about 12 members, chosen 
for their distinction and bringing together wide experience 
in research. They would not be representative, and this 
body was the antithesis in character of the council of 58 
or 59 which the Minister of Education was proposing to 
establish. 

In reply, the Minister of Education, Sir Edward Boyle, 
said that he had convened a meeting on July 19 to discuss 
a memorandum which he had circulated widely, and which 
was inspired by the central thought that curriculum 
development on the scale now required demanded the 
willing and enthusiastic co-operation of all partners in 
Britain's educational service. The discussion was of 
extremely high quality, and at the end of the meeting a 
resolution was passed which (a) noted that there was wide 

support for the proposal to establish co-operative machin
ery in the fields of school curriculum and examination; 
(b) appointed a working party, with Sir John Lockwood 
as chairman, comprising one representative of each of the 
bodies present at the meeting, together with assessors and 
a secretariat appointed by the Minister for Education, 
to consider how effect could best be given to the matters 
<liscussed and to make recommendations; (c) agreed to 
reconvene to consider and reach conclusions on tbe work
ing party's recommendations. 

On the general issue of research, Sir Edward Boyle 
said that while the sum allotted in this year's Estimate 
was only about £70,000, the total cost of all the projects 
being undertaken would, when completed, be between 
£200,000 and £250,000. One of the difficulties in this 
field, besides isolating the specific fields, was to find 
teams capable of doing full justice to them. Sir Edward 
assured the House that he was fully aware of the great 
importance of the research work in progress and for the 
future he thought that team work on curriculum and 
methods should proceed in a context which ensured the 
exchange of ideas between different teams. He pointed out 
that the curriculum study groups and the inspectorate 
were not entirely separate, the former including many 
of the ablest inspectors. He had discussed these ideas 
with a representative meeting of inspectors and there 
was no intention to diminish the role of the inspectorate, 
which was even more important in the educational system 
than many people realized. There was, however, a 
danger that some central bodies could be pushed into 
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