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in the United Kingdom by the electricity supply 
authorities. 

In the second session, on "Industrial Systems", eight 
papers deal with such topics as the part telemetry has 
played in the control of a 2,300-mile pipeline for natw·al 
gas as well as· in an investigation of the vibration of 
blades in a large turbine. The third session is on "Trans
ducers" of different types, while the fourth session is 
devoted to "Geophysics and Biomedicine". This latter 
session should be of particular interest to the layman, as 
one of tho papers describes experimonts made using minute 
radio transmitters, so-called radio pills, in the human 
body for the diagnosis of disease. Prof. Stewart Mackay 
(United States), the author of this paper, was present at 
the meeting and gavo an interesting summary of his 
research work. 

Tho next three sessions, on "Recording", "Data Pro
cessing" and "Error Detection", are for the specialist, 
and with more than twenty papers on these subjects 
lively discussions are to be expected. The last session, 
the eighth, is on "Aerospace Systems". As this is a 
subject of the greatest topical interest, a whole day has 
been allowed for presentation and discussion. 

One of the main functions of such a conference is to 
bring together for discussion and interchange of informa
tion in the laboratory workers in the particular field under 
review. For this reason, a number of visits of a techr.ical 
nature have been arranged, and reference to them was 
made by Mr. J. Langham Thompson, who is chairman of 
tho Visits Committee. Telemetry, ho said, plays an impor
tant part in the remote control of electric power stations. 
Delegates will be able to see this on a visit to the main 
grid control centre of tho Central Electricity Generating 
Board at Redbourn, near St. Albans. They will also be 
able to visit tho Research Laboratories of tho Central 
Electricity Generating Board, Loathorhead. For those 
interested in the medical aspects of telemetry, visits have 
boen arranged to the National Institute of Medical Re-

search at Mill Hill and the Medical Research Council Bio
engineering Laboratories at Hampstead. Oceanographers 
will bo able to sco the work at the National Institute of 
Oceanography, Godalming, Surrey. Telemetry techniques 
are of great importance in coal mining and train sig
nalling, so visits have also been arranged to the Mining 
Research Establishment, Isleworth, and the British Rail
ways Track Control Centre, Hackney Downs. The various 
methods for tracking satellites and the procedures used 
for analysing the complex data from world-wide observa
tions of orbiting satollites will be seen on a visit to the 
Radio Research Station, Datchet. 

Immediately before tho meeting, a cable was received 
from the United States offering to make available from 
the Pacific Missile Range in California a 'Constella
tion' aircraft fully instrumented as a flying laboratory 
and including telemetry equipment. Dr. McPetrie 
expressed the hope that the aircraft could be accom
modated at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Bedford. 
where a visit has already been arranged for those delo
gatos interested in the flight testing of aircraft, one 
of the most import11nt fields in the application of tele
metry. 

In answer to a question, Dr. Mcl'etrie explained that 
the papers presented at each session would not be read 
by their individual authors but summarized as a group 
by a rapporteur who would be a specialist in the subject. 
With this procedure, it was hoped that more time would 
be available for discussion in which each author would 
have an opportunity to participate. 

During the period of the Conference, an exhibition of 
telemetry equipment will be held at the Hilton Hotel. A 
shuttle coach service will be run between the Conference 
at the Institution of Electrical Engineers and the Hilton 
Hotel for tho convenience of the · delegates. A smaller 
exhibition illustrating particular points in the papers 
presented at the Conference will be arranged at tho 
Institution. J. s. Mcl'ETRIE 

THE MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 

~rHE sixty-ninth annual conference of the Museums 
Association was held at Newcastle upon Tyne during 

,July 22-26 by invitation of the City and King's College 
and under the presidency of Sir Trenchard Cox, director 
of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 

The conference opened with a welcome from the 
Lord Mayor and the Rector of King's College, followed 
by the presidential address. In this, Sir Trenchard 
naturally referred to the outstanding Survey of Provin
cial Museums and Galleries*, recently issued by the 
Standing Commission on Museums and Galleries. He 
pJso stressed the importance of a definite policy for 
purchases and referred to the several building projects 
which arc now engaging the activities of architects and 
directors. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Edward Boyle, Minister of Education, 
also addressed the delegates and especially referred to the 
importance of the various museum services for schools 
,vhich now form such a prominent part of the museum 
movement in Britain. On many occasions he had wit
nessed the appreciation of the teaching profession for the 
mirvices rendered. Referring to the Survey, he hoped 
that it would be implemented when Britain's economic 
position made this possible. He felt that teacher training 
nolleges should include courses on the use that the pro
fession could make of their local museums. 

The main part of the conference naturally directed 
attention on tho Survey, and delegates were favoured with 
the presence of the Earl of Rosse, chairman of tho Standing 

• Stan<ling Commission on Museums and Galleries. Surve11 of Provincial 
Museums and GaUeriea. Pp. 302. (London: H.M.S.O., 1063.) 30s. 

Commission. The Hon. Nicholas Ridley and Mr. Kenneth 
Robinson also spoke and gave support for the main 
recommendations of the Survey, though tho former was 
in favour of admission charges to museums. An informal 
vote emphatically rejected this suggestion. Mr. Robinson 
felt that poor museums discredited the movement and 
hoped that the Standing Commission would have made 
definite proposals on this subject. 

In general, it can definitely be stated that the Con
ference was in genoral agreement with the recommenda
tions of the Standing Commission, especially as regards 
the emphasis it placed on the future part to be played by 
the Area Museum Councils. 

Members welcomed the information, given by tho 
Countess of Albemarle, that the Carnogio Trustees hoped 
to continue their support for museums during the next 
quinquonnium (1965-70). 

At the annual general meeting, the conference agreed 
to new regulations regarding tho award of the Diploma 
of the Museums Association whereby grad\,\ates will be 
exempted from the intermediate examination. Tho final 
examination will be taken by all candidates and include 
a thesis and a practical examination. It is hoped that 
revised regulations for the Technical Cortificato will be 
roady for next year's conferonee, for which Dr. D. Dilwyn 
John, director of the National Museum of Wales, was 
elected president. 

Social functions included receptions by the Lord 
Mayor and the Rector of King's College, visits to local 
museums and tours to the Roman Wall and Farne Islands. 
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