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Zealand, appearing in 1944. In 1948 he was awarded the 
Hector Medal, and in 1949 the C.B.E. In 1950 he was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. 

During the ten years before his retirement in 1957 at 
the age of ~ixty-five he devoted much time to the study 
of systematics. Although he died when he was sixty-nine, 
m those four years he prepared the manuscripts of one 
book on the Thelephoraceae and another on the Poly­
poraceae of Australia and New Zooland. The former is 
due to appear early in 1963, while arrangements have 
been made to publish the latter. 

Dr. Cunningham was a man of great physical and 
mental energy. In his youth he earned a reputation both 
as a boxer and as a racing motor-cyclist, and in later life 
became a keen mountaineer. An indefatigable collector, 
until his last illness he spent much time in the field 
gathering material for the Plant Diseases Division Myco­
logical Herbarium which, begun by him more than forty 
years ago, is now one of the finest in the southern hemi­
sphere. His work was characterized by a remarkable 
perception and soundness of judgment. This is shown by 
the fact that his early papers in both plant pathology 
and systematics were, even on present-day standards, of 
exceptional merit. In addition to 220 scientific papers, 
including six books, he wrote a biography on the life of 
Squadron Leader McGregor-Mac's Me'TIWirs. He had an 
absorbing interest in farming with a keen desire to assist 
the man on the land. A delightful companion, he will be 
greatly missed by his many colleagues and friends through­
out the world. To science his death is a very serious loss, 
but his huge output of work is a monument in itself. 
He is survived by a wife and married daughter. 

E. E. CHAMBERLAIN 

Prof. E. J. King 

EARL JUDSON KING, professor of chemical pathology 
in the University of London at the Postgraduate Medical 
School, died suddenly at his home in London on October 
31, at the age of sixty-one years. 

Prof. King was born in Toronto in 1901, the son of the 
Rev. C. W. King. He was a student at Brandon College 
and then attended McMaster University, where he 
graduated with honours in chemistry and biology. He 
then proceeded to the master's degree in chemistry and, 
having been awarded a National Research Council 
bursary, went to work with Prof. F. B. Allan in the 
University of Toronto, where he obtained his Ph.D. in 1926. 
During the following year he was research associate in the 
Department of Medical Research at Toronto and then 
entered the Banting Institute in 1927. While here he spent 
two periods of leave of absence-one at the Lister Institute 
in London and the other at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institut 
in Munich. He returned to Toronto as assistant professor 
of medical research and director of the Biochemical 
Section of the Banting Institute. In 1934 he was invited 
to become reader in pathological chemistry and head of 
the Chemical Pathology Department at the newly founded 
Postgraduate Medical School of London. He took up 
these duties in 1935 and was appointed professor of 
chemical pathology in 1944. He was admitted to the 
fellowship of the Royal Institute of Chemistry in 1948 
and appointed an examiner in 1952. He eventually 
obtained the degree of D.Sc. of the University of London. 

Prof. King's two major scientific interests were con­
cerned with research on silicosis and the phosphatase 
enzymes. In each of these fields he gained world-wide 
recognition. The work on phosphatase was commenced 
at the Lister Institute with Robison in 1929 and later in 
Toronto with A. R. Armstrong he devised the well-known 
method for estimating alkaline phosphatase in blood. 
The King-Armstrong unit has become a household name 
in all laboratories concerned with clinical chemistry. 
In this respect, it is interesting that Prof. King was the 
main originator of proposals to define enzyme units on a 

more rational basis, which would mean that the unit with 
which his name was associated would be abolished. 
The work on phosphatase could justly be regarded as the 
forerunner of the general use of enzymology in clinical 
practice as well as in clinical research. 

During his period at the Postgraduate Medical School, 
Prof. King developed many of the micro-ch emical methods 
now in use in clinical chemistry and did much to introduce 
photo-electric equipment concerned with colorimetry, 
flame photometry and automatic analysis. He was a 
constant inspiration to those who worked with him; 
a notable number of people who worked in his Department 
have achieved senior status. One of the most admirable 
aspects of Prof. King's character was the great trouble 
to which he went to help promote the interests of the 
junior members of his staff as well as the encouragement 
he gave them. 

Prof. King served with distinction on a remarkably 
large number of committees and held many administrative 
appointments. He was one of the founders and the first 
secretary of the Canadian Biochemical Society. He was 
appointed sub-dean of the Postgraduate Medical School in 
1944. He was secretary of the Board of Studies in Bio­
chemistry in the University of London during 1943-46 
and served as chairman from 1951 until 1955. He also 
served as chairman of the Committee on Clinical Chemistry 
of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
and was president of the Biological Section. He was 
chairman of the International Federation of Clinical 
Chemistry during 1952-60 and chairman of the Central 
Academic Council of the British Postgraduate Medical 
Federation from 1952 until 1955. He was president of the 
British Occupational Hygiene Society (1954-55) and 
chairman of the Editorial Board of the Biochemical Journal 
from 1946 until 1952. In 1957 he became chairman and 
director of the Postgraduate Medical School's combined 
Departments of Bacteriology, Biophysics, Chemical 
Pathology, H::ematology and Morbid Anatomy and 
Histology. 

He played a great part in the formation of the Associa­
tion of Clinical Biochemists; he was chairman during 
1953-55 and president in 1956. 

In addition to numerous scientific papers, Prof. King 
published Chronic Pul'TIWnary Disease in South Wales 
Coalminers: III-Experimental Studies (M.R.C. special 
report) and was the original author of Micro-Analysis in 
Medical Biochemistry and co-editor (with R. H. S. 
Thompson) of Biochemical Disorders in Human Disease. 

During the Second World War he was sector chemical 
pathologist in the Emergency Medical Service and con­
sultant in pathology to the R.A.M.C. In 1945 he went 
to India with the rank of brigadier to act as adviser on 
chemical pathology. 

Among numerous honours that he received were life 
membership of the American Association of Clinical 
Chemists, the Queen's Coronation Medal, honorary 
membership of the Canadian Physiological Society, and 
the Canadian Society for Clinical Chemistry. He was the 
recipient of a number of honorary degrees, including an 
honorary M.D. by both the University of Oslo and the 
University of Iceland. These latter were more than 
appropriate, since Prof. King had contributed so much 
to medicine. 

Earl Judson King was typically colonial in his manner. 
He was always very forthright and direct, but, neverthe­
less, the kindliest of men, who made friends throughout 
the world. He was an extraordinarily good host and it wa8 
in this role that many obtained their first glimpse of the 
remarkable breadth of his culture. 

Although during the last years of his life he suffered 
from serious illness, this was only allowed to interfere 
with his activities as little as possible. 

In 1927 he married Hazel Keith, a former class-mate at 
Brandon College. He is survived by his wife and two 
daughters. A . L. LATNER 
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