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human variation, his chief interests now lay in the 
cultural field. He published a series of papers on the 
racial philosophies of H erder, Ibn Khaldun. Halevi 
and Antal', and other works, notably his poems Brown 
Phoenix (1950) and American Negro Art (1960). In 

these historical writings, as in his sociology and 
politics, Cedric Dover was continuously a leader of 
new trains of thought. His scientific training, 
sparkling prose and wide· ranging sympathy enabled 
him to do this with distinction. MICHAEL BANTON 

NEWS and VI EWS 
Atomic Energy Commission (Australia), Lucas 

Heights Research Establishment: Mr. K. F. Alder 
MR. KEITH FREDERICK ALDER has been appointed 

director of the Lucas Heights Research Establish· 
ment of the Atomic Energy Commission. He succeeds 
Dr. G. C. J. Dalton, who died in July (Nature, 191, 
1142; 1961). Mr. Alder, who was previously deputy 
director, had been acting director for some time. 
Mr. Alder is a metallurgist with a distinguished 
career. An increasingly important part of the Com· 
mission's programme is research into the properties 
of materials which might be used in the development 
of an advanced form of nuclear power reactor. Mr. 
Alder has played a leading part in this work, and 
some of the results which are now beginning to 
emerge are attracting considerable interest in other 
countries. Mr. Alder was born in Melbourne in 1921 
and graduated at the University there in 1942. H e 
went to the Ammunition Factory at Footscray, 
Victoria, as metallurgist, and then lectured in metal· 
lurgy at the Newcastle (New South Wales) Technical 
College. In 1949 he worked on weapons research for 
the British Government; this work involved beryl· 
lium and plutonium- metals of importance also in 
nuclear reactors for the generation of electricity. He 
returned to Australia, and during 1951-53 lectured 
at Newcastle University College and then at the 
University of Melbourne. Shortly after the Com. 
mission was formed, Mr. Alder joined the staff, and 
worked with the Australian research tePID at the 
Harwell Research Establishment of the United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. As head of the 
Metallurgy Section, he played an important part in 
the general organization of the staff, equipment 
and buildings for Lucas Heights. 

Econometrics and Social Statistics at Birmingham: 
Prof. A. A. Walters 

MR. A. A . WALTERS, formerly lecturer in econo· 
metrics in the University of Birmingham, has been 
elected professor of econometrics and social statistics 
in that University. Prof. Walters's main teaching 
interests have been concerned with applied econo· 
metrics. One important development at Birmingham 
has been the integrated teaching of mathematics, 
economics and statistics. Prof. Walters has 
introduced courses in applied econometrics which 
have played a central part in this approach. For 
future teaching development there are two main 
proposals: the first is to extend the integrated method 
of teaching in econometric t echniques to business 
studies; the second is the broadening of degree 
courses in engineering by the inclusion of special 
courses in mathematical economics and management 
econometrics for engineers. In theoretical research, 
Prof. Walters has been concerned with interpreting 
economic theory when tho basic variables are stochas· 
tic in character. In empirical research, Prof. Walters 
has concentrated on the statistical verification of 

economic theory, and particularly on the use of 
engineering data for testing hypotheses. He is at 
present engaged on three pieces of empirical research: 
on investment relations; on the measurement of cost 
and production functions; and on economic develop. 
ment. Collaboration on research with departments 
in applied science is likely to be even closer, as new 
ways are discovered for using technolo?"ical data in 
the social sciences. The Department of Econometrics 
and Social Statistics will continue its work on develop. 
ment problems, production functions, stochastic 
processes, and problems of measuring social pheno. 
mena. 

U.S. National Bureau of Standards: 
Mr. B. L Page 

MR. BENJAMIN L. PAGE has retired from the post 
of chief of the Length Section at the N stional Bureau 
of Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce, after 
forty·three years at the Bureau. Mr. Page is well 
known for the very precise length measurements of 
line standards he has made. Mr. Page has been in 
charge of the laboratory that has custody of a 
platinum-iridium meter bar known as 'Prototype 
Meter No. 27', which was the national standard of 
length for seventy years. He was responsible for 
comparing it with the various secondary line stan· 
dards of length and long.gauge blocks which are 
m easured in terms of the wave· length of light. In 
1960 the meter bar was replaced as the national 
standard of length by a wave·length of krypton.86 
light. Mr. Page, together with other members of the 
Bureau staff, participated in the measurement of the 
meter bar in ternlS of the wave·length of krypton 
light, the first such direct determination ever per. 
formed. 

Mr. T. R. Young 
THEODORE R . YOUNG has been appointed to succeed 

Mr. Page. Mr. Young will direct a programme which 
makes accurate and rapid length m easurements of 
the standards which Federal and State agencies, 
m anufacturers and scientists send to the Bureau for 
calibration. The Bureau compares various standards 
oflength (including line standards and precision gauge 
blocks) in order to ensure unity of results of line, 
end and wave.length standards. Mr. Young joined 
tho staff of the National Bureau of Standards as a 
physicist in the Optical Instruments Section in 1949. 
He developed large. aperture interferometers and 
applied them to testing large lens systems and the 
homogeneity of glass. In 1954 he was assigned to the 
superprecision gauge block programme in the Engin· 
oering Metrology Section. This project, originally 
sponsored in part by a group of private industrial 
manufacturers, has as its goal the development of 
Rtable gauge blocks and to measure their lengths 
accurately to one part in ten million. Mr. Young 
became chief of this project in 1959. 
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