
©          Nature Publishing Group1962

No.4814 February 3, 1962 NATURE 425 

of the drawings, but many of the latter are greatly 
modified from the originals. Hamarneh's study 
reproduces examples of al-Zahrawi's original illus
trations, compares some with the early drawings 
based on them, and comments on passages in the 
treatise of interest to students of pharmacy and 
medical therapy. 

Linnaeus 
THE 1960 issue of Svenska Linne-Siillskapets Arr

skritt (43, 1960. Pp. 163. Uppsala: Svenska Linne
SiiJlskapet, 1961) contains a report of the president's 
address to the Society on "The Good and Evil Days, 
Linnaeus on Youth and Old Days". Other articles 
are by Telemak Fredbarj on "Carl H. Wanman, a 
Misjudged Disciple of Linnaeus", while Dr. Ingrid 
Odelstierna discusses "Curant Exspectando. Linnaeus 
and the Stahlians". "Johan Alstomer and Daniel 
Solander-Two Disciples of Linnaeus in London 1777-
78" is the title of a paper by Dr. Stig Ryden. Under 
the title "A Bed-curtain from the Younger Linnaeus's 
Home", Mrs. Ingegerd Henschen describes a fabric, 
now in the possession of a descendant of Linnaeus, 
which she identified with a similar one on view at 
an exhibition arranged in 1960 by the Victoria and 
Albert Museum. There is also an article by Prof. 
Olof H. Selling entitled "From Linnaeus's Youth and 
his Native Place". 

Ancient Fields in Britain 
THE British Association's research committee on 

ancient fields has published a booklet on ancient 
field remains, which can be obtained from the Secre
tary of the Association, 3 Sanctuary Buildings, Great 
Smith Street, London, S.W.l, at a price of 7s. 6d. 
The booklet describes the nature of agricultural 
earthworks and basic farming practices. It attempts 
to analyse the nature of field remains and offers some 
suggestions on the typology of 'Celtic' fields, 'strip 
lynchets', and ridge-and-furrow. It also discusses 
meth0ds of work. It has an annotpted, selective 
bibliography and an appendix which lists leading 
subjects for research. The Committee hopes that the 
booklet will provide a useful background for detailed 
investigations. Although the title of the booklet is 
Ancient Fields, some of the remains discussed are 
relatively modern and many earthworks are briefly 
considered which are not fields. 

Origin of the Broads 
THE artificial nature of the Norfolk Broads has 

been convincingly demonstrated by Dr. Joyce 
Lambert and her colleagues. Useful supporting 
evidence from other parts of the Broads now comes 
from Marietta Pallis, who also produces substantial 
evidence to show that the recent Norfolk floods could 
well be of much more than local significance (Pp. 
40+ 4 plates. Glasgow: Robert MacLehose and Co., 
Ltd., 1961). In dealing with the status of fen, 
Marietta Pallis confirms Dr. Lambert's view that fen 
is not a natural sequence of vegetation but an 
artificially engendered phase. Her evidence has been 
collected from many sources, including Lake Geneva, 
the Danube Delta, Lake Ascania, the Alexandrian 
Lagoons and the Euphrates and Tigris marshes. The 
booklet is attractively produced and is noteworthy 
for some memorable photographs. 

Native Art in Australia 
IT hM frequently been advocated in these pages 

when papers on the Australian rock-shelter art, issued 

by the Museum at Sydney, have been reviewed, that 
the time was ripe for the publication of a large work 
in book form by a number of research workers in the 
field, which would cover all aspects of the art in the 
various geographical regions where it has been found. 
In reply, the Museum has sent two interesting 
fascicules by Dr. F. D. McCarthy, one dealing with 
the native decoration of various objects (Australian 
Aboriginal Decorative Art. Fifth Edition. Pp. 60+ 
2 plates. Sydney: The Australian Museum, 1958), 
the other with their paintings and engravings on 
rocks and in rock-shelters (Australian Aboriginal 
Rock Art. Pp. 68 + 2 plates. Sydney: The Australian 
Museum, 1958). Both are well illustrated, several 
plates being in colour. The objects decorated are of 
various kinds and include sacred stones, boomerangs, 
sculptured objects, and the like. Much of the design 
is linear and geometric. bllt stylized figures both of 
animals and men occur. The motives underlying the 
production of this art are certainly in large part 
bound up with sympathetic magic. The fascicule 
dealing with the rock-shelter art covers the same 
ground more or less as did the various special papers 
recently noticed (Nature, 190, 767; 1961. 191, 854; 
1961. 192, 221; 1962). The different subjects 
treated, the methods used in the several regions 
where the art occurs, and its antiquity are all dealt 
with. Both these fascicules are excellent, and anyone 
interested in primitive Australian art should hasten 
to obtain them. But they cannot be compared with 
the various volumes on Central and South African 
rock-shelter art which have been published in the 
past few years. Yet Australian primitive art is 
equally interesting. 

Earliest Bone Tools 
IT was formerly believed that mankind's first tools 

were always made of stone, and that bone and other 
materials were only utilized at a later stage. Prof. R. A. 
Dart has long questioned this belief and has shown 
that seemingly the Australopithecine in South Africa 
did fashion bones into implements. In Nature (191, 
372; 1961) he directed attention to a scoop made 
from a humerus which recalls closely Dr. A. J. 
Arkell's cannon bone spatula) from the Nile Valley. 
Again, in an article in the South African Journal of 
Science for May 1961, he brings forward further 
information on how these earliest human predecessors 
set about making bone tools; previously, in the 
March issue of that journal, he had claimed that these 
methods persisted into later times-indeed, attention 
is directed to an apple corer of the eighteenth or 
nineteenth century now in the Castle Museum at 
York. Obviously, the ways of fashioning bone are 
limited and the types of implement that can be 
usefully made are not very numerous. But it is 
interesting to find that man's earliest forerunners 
knew how to set about utilizing bone for their own 
purposes. 

Genesis of Gold Ores 
NOTWITHSTANDING the prolonged attention that 

has been given by geologists to the study of ore veins, 
a lack of detailed understanding of the mode of forma
tion of these mineral deposits has long remained a 
fundamental deficiency in geological knowledge. An 
important contribution to this field of investigation 
has lately appeared in an unusually comprehensive 
study by R. W. Boyle of the auriferous veins of the 
Yellowknife District in the Northwest Territories of 
Canada (Mem. Geol. Surv. Canada, 310,193 pp., 18 pI., 
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