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the desirability of library and information work being 
recognized generally as a single distinctive profes
sional activity and then the relevance of such an 
activity to the fragmentation of knowledge. Effective 
special library work in any one field depends, he said, 
on co-operation between librarian and information 
officer and the specialist working in that field, and 
he suggested we have still far to go before the idea 
was generally accepted that accumulated knowledge, 
with the librarian as its vehicle, is as essential to 
industrial prosperity as capital investment, produc
tion and sales. Viscount Caldecote indeed went some 
way in this direction when, in his paper earlier that day, 
he suggested that the research worker can reasonably 
expect library staff to be responsible for two-thirds of 
bis library searching. Mr. Wilson thought, moreover, 
that we must expect a much greater participation of 
the Government in library affairs, and for all these 
reasons it would be wise for librarians and their organ
izations to clarify their ideas as to the form of part
nership in which they could function most effectively. 

Mr. Wilson cited the plans for the new National 
Reference Library of Science and Invention as a 
glaring example of the confusion and frustration 
likely to result from failure to achieve such co-opera
tion and consultation between user and librarian at 
the earliest stage; but he also viewed with concern 
the proliferation of professional bodies concerned with 
such a relatively small field as library and information 
work. Formal federation is probably impractical at 
present, but he suggested that some form of con
sultative committee or a series of consultative com
mittees, each dealing with a special interest such as 
education or research, might help to achieve the 
closely knit community that is needed. The Aslib 
Groups, he suggested, seem to be a reasonably suc
cessful means of dealing with the problem, but of the 
seventeen organizations listed in the handbook of 
special librarianship and information work as active 
in this field in the United Kingdom, at least the 
Library Association, Aslib, the Circle of State 

Librarians, the Standing Conference of National an<l 
University Libraries, the United Kingdom branch of 
the International Association of Music Libraries, the 
A~soci~tion of British _Theological and Philosophical 
Libraries and the Institute of Information Scientists 
should come closer together . 

Viscount Caldecote's paper expressed an indus
t,rialist 's view and criticism of library and information 
services. He thought that the main industrial library 
problem centre around the small firm. He suggested 
first that the larger firms might make their own 
extensive library facilities available t o these smaller 
firms, and that by doing so the trained library staff 
would enable the smaller firm to tap also the resources 
of the national libraries. Viscount Caldecote re 
peatedly stressed the importance of quality of trained 
library staff, and he also suggested that member firms 
could do more to strengthen the library resources and 
services of the Research Associations. He was im
pressed by the value of the area co-operative i;chemes 
formed in Sheffield, Newcastle upon Tyne, Liverpool 
and elsewhere, and in this connexion he thought the 
liaison thus established with educational bodies is of 
vital importance for the pooling of resources and 
knowledge. Finally, in discussing briefly the functions 
and staffing of industrial libraries, thelll80lves, Vis
count Caldecote suggested that the Association might 
form a committee to study the automation of routino 
library services. 

Other papers presented at the Conference, by Dr. 
C. Bibby and by Mr. A. E. Sanderson, dealt with the 
functions of training-college libraries; Mr. B. Williams 
firmly challenged tho exercise of censorship in reading 
by a local authority or other body. In his Library 
Association Annual Lecture, "The :Fourth R", Dr. 
Lincoln Ralph reviewed the limitations of an educa
tion confined to reading, writing and arithmetic in 
coping with the modem world; he urged that it is 
necessary not simply to instruct but also to inspire. 
Education should impart a sense of values, of the 
purpose of life, and lead to a re-birth. 

THE AUSTRALIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

T HE eighth annual report of the Australian 
Atomic Energy Commission*, which covers the 

financial year ended June 30, 1960, records a year of 
substantial progress in the high-temperature gas
cooled reactor project, in the production and applica
tion of isotopes, and in the installation and com
missioning of new equipment. 

The report consists of nine sections dealing respec
tively with an outline of the activities of the Com
mission; the search for uraniUlll; uranium mining ; 
raw materials, including thorium and beryllium; 
research activities; isotopes; nuclear power; inter
national agreements and co-operation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; and general 
activities. Details of research contracts, postgraduate 
research studentships and undergraduate scholarships, 
together with the financial accounts and the names 
of the staff of the Commission, are given in appendixes 
to the report. 

Although the world's annual uranium producti?n 
potential at present exceeds the demand, steadily 

• Australian Atomic Energy Commission. Eighth Annual Report 
fortheyearended30thJune, 1960. Pp. 63. (Coogee, N .S.W. : Aus
tralian Atomic Energy Commission, 1960). 

increasing requirements for nuclear power stations 
are expected to develop from the l 970's onwards, and 
the Commission, through the Bureau of Mineral 
Resources, has continued its surveys for new deposits 
of uranium. Except for one area stated to show 
anomalous radioactivity, no discoveries of radio
active materials were reported to the Commission 
during the year, but a number of further monetary 
reward instalments were paid for earlier discoveries. 

For the first time, complete production figures a.re 
given in the report for operations at Rum Jungle 
sinco the start-up in 1954. A record tonnage of ore 
was treated during 1959-60, and all the uranium 
oxide produced was delivered to the Combined 
Development Agency under the terms of the Rum 
Jungle Agreement, which expires on January 6, 1963. 
No mining was carried out during the year, and the 
treatment plant continued to operate on stockpiled 
ore. 

Full-power routine operation of the reactor Hijar 
began in February 1960 after a prolonged period of 
testing and calibration. The reactor has given little 
trouble, and major iiTadiation work has been per
formed for the Commission, and under contracts 
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with the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority 
and the General Electric Company. The materials 
irradiated included prototype fuels, beryllium and 
beryllium oxide samples, and cobalt for the produc
tion of cobalt-60. 

New buildings in the Research Establishment were 
officially opened on May 27, by the Minister for 
National Development, the Hon. W. H. Spooner. 
They consisted of the canteen, adjoining the building 
provided by the Commonwealth Government as the 
headquarters of the Australian Institute of Nuclear 
Science and Engineering, and a building devoted to 
isotopes and technical physics. A 10-kW. graphite 
moderated reactor, named 11ioata, ordered from the 
United States of America, is to be installed in the new 
reactor physics building to be finished this year. 
JYloata, which will have a maximum thermal neutron 
flux of 1011 neutrons cm.-• sec.-1 , is designed for 
flexibility of core and reflector arrangement, and will 
be used to measure thermal and resonance neutron 
cross-sections, to study slowing-down properties of 
moderators such as beryllium, and to investigate 
long-term changes in fuels and moderators. Studies 
of the feasibility of a reactor system require intensive 
investigation into nuclear materials, and the various 
.aspects of the research into the fabrication of graphite, 
beryllium, beryllium oxide, and sample fuel elements; 
the effects of irradiation on selected materials; and 
the compatibility of each material with the others, 
are described in some detail in the annual report. For 
the study of beryllium and for work on solid-state 
physics in co-operation with the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization and 
Australian universities, two neutron collimators are 
in operation on H ifar for the production of neutron 
beams, a long wave-length neutron spectrometer has 
been installed, and two other spectrometers are being 
constructed. 

During the period under review, Australian industry 
showed increasing interest in the adoption of radio
isotope techniques for the solution of its problems, 
but the field for potential indm1trial applications is 
still largely unexplored. A second detailed survey of 

the extent of the applications of radioisotopes in 
Australian industry is being prepared, and informa
tion already available shows that a substantial 
increase since the first Commission survey in June. 
1958, has occurred. Two changes were made in the 
Advisory Service: a direct consulting service to 
industry was initiated on a limited scale, and early in 
1960 the Isotopes Section commenced making direct 
approaches to various firms. Seventy technical 
discussions were held with inquirers at the Research 
Establishment and members of the Advisory Service 
made ninety visits to factories and laboratories. In 
consultation with the Isotopes Section, the Commis
sion's Engineering Service.;i Design Group undertook 
the design of a cobalt-60 y-irradiation unit for the 
study of plant mutations, and the long-term research 
programme includes the technical uses of radiation 
for insect pest control , sterilization of medical 
supplies and equipment, and food preservation by 
radiation. At the end of May 1960 the Commission 
sponsored a conference on the " Technological Use of 
Radiation". The three-day conference was attended 
by 165 delegates, and sixteen papers were presented 
and discussed (the proceedings are now available in 
book form from the Melbourne University Press, 
Parkville, Melbourne, N.2, or from the Commission). 

The number of staff employed at the Establishment 
increased by 189 to 673 during the year. A few mem
bers of the Commission's scientific staff were stationed 
in the United Kingdom, United States of America and 
Canada, and an atomic energy attache was appointed 
to the staff of the Australian Ambassador in Washing
ton for closer working contact. The Commission 
provided £60,000 for the building housing the 
Australian Institute of Nuclear Science and Engineer. 
ing which was opened in May, and gives £50,000 
annually for Institute research and training. Although 
no undergraduate scholarships have been awarded 
since 1957, ten students are still undergoing training 
in geology, geophysics, metallurgy and chemical 
engineering. The students graduate this year . 
Forty-three research contracts have been awarderl to 
eight universities and two hospitals. 

MENTAL HEALTH 

T HE tenth report of ~he World H ealth Organiz~
tion Expert Committee on Mental Heal~J:t . 1s 

devoted to a review of present mental health fac1ht1es 
and resources and to the establishment of priorities 
for a mental health programme on a world-wide 
so.ale* . Essentially it is based on a summary of 
work carried out in the field of mental health by 
the World Health Organization during 1949-59, and 
on the responses to an inquiry circulated to ~pecialists 
in many countries in an attempt to ascertam what 1s 
being done and what needs to be done in that field. 

The report first examines trends _in mental-hE:alth 
work during the past decade, covermg such sub_J ects 
as mental health aspects of public health, psyc~~a~ry 
of childhood, treatment methods and f~01ht1es, 
organization of psychiatric services, e~ucat10n 5:nd 
training, and research .. Un?-er each hea~mg a~ten~10n 
is directed to the contribution made by mvest1gat1ons 

• World Health Organization. Technical Rep<?rt Series. No. 223: 
Pr0{!1"11mme Development in the Menllll Health Field. Tenth Report of 
the Expert Committee on :Mental Health. Pp. 66. (Geneva: World 
Health Organization; London: H.M.S.O., 1961.) 2 Swiss francs; 
3s. 6d.; 0.60 dollars. 

sponsored by the World Health Organization, 
particularly those reflected in the reports of previous 
Expert Committees and Study Groups. 

An examination of the aims of mental-health work 
and of the ways of achieving them is followed by a 
discussion of psychiatric and mental-health services. 
their organization, planning and priorities. Emphasis 
is placed on the importance of training programmes, 
since "even the most efficient organization and the 
best physical facilities will not prevent a badly staffed 
service from soon becoming unsatisfactory". The 
training of each category of mental-health worker is 
dealt with in turn. In addition, an idea is given of 
the kind of education in mental health required for 
personnel from the other health professions, as we! I 
as for community leaders and the general public, 
so that all may help to promote the mental health 
of the community. 

The rilport touchea briefly on team work and 
describes the attitudes required in a team leader and 
qualities desirable in team members. Considerable 
space is given to research in the field of mental health 
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