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with three new members-Argentina, Luxembourg 
and the United Arab Republic-7,478 students 
exchanged, compared with 6,430 in 1960, and 3,265 
employers offering training, an increase of 229. 
Since its foundation the Association has provided 
59,769 students with technical training abroad. 
Exchanges of civil eng.ineering and forestry students 
have increased considerably, but the exchange is 
still concentrat,ed in a few European countries, and 
Germany, which received 1,757 students, with Great 
Britain and Sweden, represents more than 50 per 
cent of the training possibilities. Some 569 univer
sities and colleges are now participating and 45 
faculties are covered. These institutions and the 
participating firms aro listed in tho report by 
countries. 

The corresponding report of the United Kingdom 
Association, which was established as an independent 
organization as from October 1, 1960, covers tho year 
ending September 1961. During the summer vacation 
of 1961, 894 students were sent abroad for experience 
and 965 overseas students received and placed in 
British industry and commerce with the help of 389 
British firms and organizations, compared with 883 
and 908, respectively, in 1960. Of the students 
coming to Britain, Sweden (225), Germany (108), 
Netherlands (86), France (79) and Canada (57) sent 
the largest numbers, and of those received Sweden 
took 178, Germany 139 and Franco 117 (Fourteenth 
Annual Report, 1961. Pp. 79. Report of IAESTE 
in the United Kingdom for year ending September 
1961. Pp. 14. London: International Association for 
the Exchange of Students for Technic0l Experience 
(U.K.), 1961). 

History of Science and Technology at the Imperial 
College, London 
MucH thought is being given to-day, by those 

responsible for the education of scientists and tech
nologists, to the best means of broadening their 
education and preventing excessive specialization. 
The Imperial College of Science and Technology is 
attacking this problem in various ways. A new 
development is now being added to those already in 
existence. A chair is being instituted in the history 
of science and technology which will result in a 
department for research and study of this subject in 
its own right; no exactly similar chair exists in a. 
British university, although there are chairs else
where in the history and philosophy of science. Tho 
field of study, which is intentionally being made wide, 
will it is hoped embrace both the genesis of basic 
ideas and tools and the recent history of science and 
technology, the latter particularly because of tho 
great acceleration in applying scientific discovery 
with important social and political results. The aim 
will be to teach scientists and engineers, rather than 
students of history, so that they become familiar 
with the background of major discoveries and inven
tions. To this end, the Department will start by 
providing postgraduate courses, both full-time and 
part-time. Later, it is hoped, optional undergraduate 
courses will be introduced in the third year of some 
degree courses. A generous contribution towards the 
cost of maintaining the new Department has been 
made by Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., which 
has recently supported the study of the history of 
technology by subsidizing some valuable publications. 
The establishment of tho now Department will 
present both scientists and historians with a chal
lenge; tho first holder of the chair will have the 

opport1;1~ity to bridge one of the gaps between the 
humamties and the sciences. The results of thiR 
development will be watched with interest. 

United Kingdom Fire Statistics, 1960 
SINCE the Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research and Fire Offices' Committee Joint Fire 
Research Organization began its statistical record 
in 1946, tho number of fires in buildings occurring 
annually in the United Kingdom has almost dcubled 
and, in 1960, was more than 62,000. The total 
number of fires of all kinds reached a peak in 1959 
when, due to an exceptionally dry summer, a very 
large number of outbreaks occurred in the open. 
However, the figure for 1960, 133,484, is second 
only to that for 1959. These figures are revealed 
in United Kingdom Fire Statistics 1960: Statistical 
Analysis of Report of Fires Attended by Fire Brigades 
in the United Kingdom during 19C0, which has 
recently been published as tho first of an annual 
series made available to the general public (Pp. 106. 
London: H.M.S.O., 1961. 12s. 6d. net). This volume 
presents tables of figures relating to tho origin and 
extinction of fires and to resuJtant casualties. Separate 
series are given for England and Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, and summary tables for the 
United Kingdom as a whole afford comparisons with 
previous years back to 1956. In tho last-named 
section graphs are given of the annual and monthly 
incidence of fires, and there is a special graphical 
analysis of fires associated with space heating d1U'ing 
the period 1949-60, this being a major cause of fire, 
particularly in dwellings. A marked downward trend 
in occurrences due to fires in open grates has been 
offset by a sharp rise in fires ca.used by oil-burning 
heaters, but tho latter have been checked in the la.st 
year of the period under review. It is encouraging to 
note that the Fire Brigades are apparently relying 
increasingly on hose reel equipment for the first 
attack on fires and that this is proving adequate in 
a large proportion of oases. This should result in a 
continued reduction in water damage, although it is 
not possible to obtain figures to illustrate this point. 

Dairy Research in Australia 
IN the small space of twelve short pages tho Dairy 

Section of the Australian Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organization, led by Mr. G. 
Loftus Hills, presents a succinct account of its work 
for the year 1960-61 (Annual Report for the year 
ending .June 30, 1961. Pp. 18. Melbourne: Common
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organiza
tion, Dairy Research Section, 1961). With a staff of 
about fifty people, of whom some twenty are gradu
ates, the scope and value of the work now being done 
by tho Section are very considerable. The topicA under 
investigation include the mechanization of cheese. 
making, the surface deterioration of butter resulting 
from oxidative effects of the copper present in the 
parchment in which it is wrapped, and problems 
encountered in the manufacture of casein. The ma.in 
buyers of Australian casein are paper manufacturers 
in the United States and Japan, where it is used for 
coating art paper, but this outlet for Australian 
casein is threatened by competition from soya bean 
proteins and from synthetic substances which give 
solutions of lower viscosity and which therefore allow 
the coating process to be done more rapidly than is 
at present possible with casein solutions. In an 
endeavour to solve this problem a detailed study is 
being made of the factors that affect tho viscosity of 
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