
© 1961 Nature Publishing Group

No. 47B9 August 12, 1961 NATURE 649 

in the University of Bristol, and senior lecturer in 
veterinary anatomy in 1960. During 1960 he held the 
post of visiting associate professor in anatomy in the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, Philadelphia. Dr. 
King has been a member of the consultant editorial 
board of The Journal of Small Animal Practice since 
its inception. 

National Reference Library of Science and Invention 

Aslib Proceedings for July (13, No. 7) includes a 
report of the discussion meeting on the National 
Reference Library of Science and Invention arranged 
in London on May 9, at which Prof. R. S. Hutton 
had urged the paramount importance of the potential 
users' requirements in planning the Library, and 
expressed his doubts as to the adequacy of present 
plans and intentions. Sir Frank Francis said that the 
British Museum would have preferred to have the 
new Library entirely on the Bloomsbury site, but 
use of the South Bank site would permit full operation 
by 1965, whereas development of the Bloomsbury 
site would not be completed until 1985. The National 
Library of Science and Invention would be one of a 
number of departmental libraries of the British 
Museum, the work of which would be thereby co
ordinated. There would be a separate science library 
in Bloomsbury devoted to the historical material; 
current material would be held on the South Bank. 
The new Library would be limited to 500,000 volumes 
because the appropriate committee of the Advisory 
Council on Scientific Policy thought this was the 
largest number compatible with open access. All 
material discarded from the National Reference 
Library would go to the British Museum collections. 
Research was needed on documentation services for 
scientists and provision had been made for this in 
the plans. It had been hoped to include rooms for 
lectures and exhibitions, but, in view of the limited 
space on the South Bank, these facilities and accom
modation for investigations into the use of scientific 
literature would be provided in Bloomsbury. Investi
gations were being made to determine the reference 
services that were needed and the results would be 
made public. A general reference service would be 
provided at Bloomsbury. In the discussion the need 
for a first-class reference and information service was 
stressed, and also the importance of a rapid shuttle 
service between Bloomsbury and the South Bank, 
making full use of the latest possible techniques. 
Prof. Hutton said that his fears had only been partly 
dispelled: the fundamental importance of the Library 
was not grasped by policy makers in or near the 
Government. 

The Role of University Extra-Mural Libraries in 
Great Britain 
IN Library Association Pamphlet No. 21, E. P. 

Pritchard reviews the aims, organization and methods 
of university extra-mural libraries in Great Britain 
and the results so far achieved (Pp. 32. London: 
The Library Association, 1961. 5s., and 3s. 6d. to 
Library Association members). This is a compara
tively recent development, and in some areas library 
services for extra-mural courses have an air of 
improvization, although in others present needs are 
well on the way to being met. Mr. Pritchard 
visualizes, however, a considerable growth during 
the next fifteen years in this side of university 
work, largely through an increase in the number of 
extra-mural students who are graduates or have been 

in a sixth form. He believes the co-operation of 
extra-mural libraries, public libraries and the National 
Central Library, which already exists in several areas, 
could meet almost any foreseeable needs, provided: 
(1) that library services and the resources devoted to 
them receive the same emphasis in extra-mural work 
as in university internal teaching; (2) that ea.ch 
type of library makes the kind of contribution it is 
best fitted to make; and (3) that tutors never forget 
the importance of reading in adult education and 
lose no opportunity of applying this principle. Mr. 
Pritchard gives an admirably concise survey of 
various problems and difficulties encountered in 
practice and the methods of overcoming them. 

Zoological Society of London : Annual Awards 

THE Zoological Society of London will, from 1962 
onwards, make the following annual awards for con
tributions to zoology. These will be in addition to 
the Society's Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals which 
have been in existence since 1847. 

The Scientific Medal of the Society, which was 
instituted in 1938, will be presented to a. zoologist, 
less than forty-five years of age, for distinguished work 
in zoology. The Prince Philip Prize will be awarded 
to a pupil of zoology, on the basis of an account of 
some practical work in the field of animal ecology. 
This will be open for competition to all pupils of 
zoology in schools in Great Britain, Northern Ireland, 
the Channel Isles and the Isle of Man, who are 
studying for the General Certificate of Education 
A-level examination or an examination of equivalent 
standard. The award will be a sculpture in bronze, 
"Animal Head", by Mr. Henry Moore. The entries 
will be in the form of an essay of not more than 
3,000 words, the first a.ward being made in April 
1962. Full details will be sent to schools in September 
of this year, but the regulations can, in the meantime, 
be obtained from the Zoological Society (Education 
Department), Regent's Park, London, N.W.I. 

Two further awards for contributions to zoology, 
also sculptures by Henry Moore, have been made 
possible through the generosity of Granada Television 
Network. The Stamford Raffles Awa.rd, commemorat
ing the founder of the Zoological Society, will be 
awarded to an amateur zoologist for contributions to 
zoology, or to a. professional zoologist for contributions 
which extend beyond his field of specialization. This 
sculpture, "Animal Form", will first be awarded in 
April 1962. The Thomas Henry Huxley Award will 
be presented annually to a postgraduate research 
student in a university in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, for outstanding original work in zoology 
submitted as a doctor's thesis. This award will also 
be a sculpture, "Bird", the first award being made in 
April 1962. Mr. Henry Moore has generously agreed 
that a limited edition of each of the sculptures may 
be made, thus establishing the awards for some years. 
Thereafter the form of award will be reviewed. 

Employment of Graduates : a Durham University 
Survey 
THE fifteenth annual report of the Durham 

University Appointments Board, and the third to be 
published, expresses the view that the demand for 
graduates of all kinds, from many different types of 
employers, is still rising, and, genera.Uy speaking, 
more Durham graduates and postgraduate students 
were seeking first appointments in 1960 than ever 
before (Fifteenth Annual Report. Pp. 9. Durham: 
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