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THE BRITISH SPACE DEVELOPMENT CO., LTD. 

T HE British Space Developmont Co., Ltd., has 
been formed in order to bring together a repre

sentative cross-section of that part of industry which 
is interested in the development and exploitation of 
space for commercial purposes and which believes 
that the use of space will, in the next two decades, 
become a major key to the continued prosperity of 
the United Kingdom and Commonwealth, politically 
and industrially. It is considered that a successful 
and economic entry into the new medium of space 
demands a unified effort on the part of British 
industry. 

Briefly, the initial aims of the Company are as 
follows: 

(a) To provide an organization to discuss with the 
Government and co-operate in any proposals that 
the Government may make in regard to a United 
Kingdom and Commonwealth space programme, 
which is either independent of European participa
tion or which includes European participation. 

(b) To provide the Government with an indication 
of the faith that British industry has in the exploita. 
t,ion of space and to show its readiness to play its 
part and to take its share of the risks as well as its 
share of the future benefits. 

(c) To offer the Government an industrial body 
broadly based to act as an authority or agency to 
conduct research and development and to implement 
and operate a space programme and to consider and 
develop all the possible areas of exploitation of 
space. 

(d) To provide those industries concerned with an 
organization to negotiate with other countries or 
foreign industrial organizations or consortia any 
matters concerning the commercial uses of space 
which are likely to have global implications, that is, 
communications, broadcasting, television, meteor. 
ological forecasting and navigational aids, 

(e) To provide the greatest economy in the use of 
the limited number of technical personnel available 
in the country, particularly in the field of astro· 
physics and astronautical engineering, and to ensure 

that duplication of effort, which has been so prevalent 
in the United States and which has contributed to 
wasteful use of resources, is avoided in the United 
Kingdom. 

(j) To encourage the provision of and to provide 
directly, in due course, facilities for the training of 
an adequate number of technical personnel in all 
those sciences associated with space research and the 
exploitation of space. 

(g) To preserve for British industry a place in 
space and a proper share of the national and inter
national benefits deriving from the development and 
use of space. 

It is possible that the Company may develop into 
an international company, particularly as no enter· 
prise in the world has as yet been envisaged where 
such a wide cross-section of industry has come 
together to pool its resources and effort in order to 
compete in this demanding, expensive but ultimately 
most lucrative new technical field with its limitless 
possibilities. 

The British Space Development Co. now being 
formed will have an initial capital of £20,000. The 
following Companies will be the initial participants: 
Associated Electrical Industries, Associated Tele
Vision, British Insulated Callender's Cables, Decca 
Radar, Hawker Siddeley Aviation, Ltd., Pye, Rank 
Organization, Rolls-Royce, Plessey, Elliott Automa
tion. 

As one of its first major projects, the Technical 
Committee of the Company is now examining the 
technical and economic problems of the United 
Kingdom and Commonwealth satellite communica
tions system which allows for integration with an 
American system. 

Sir Bernard Lovell, professor of radio astronomy 
in the University of Manchester and director of the 
Nuffield Radio Astronomy Laboratories, Jodrell 
Bank, has been appointed scientific adviser to 
this newly formed Company, though he will 
retain his present position at Manchester and 
J odren Bank. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 

T HE report of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research for the year 1960* records 

gross expenditure for the year ended March 31, 1960, 
of £12,008,536, compared with £10,059,376 in the 
previous year, and reduced to £10,342,691 by various 
receipts from industry and other sources for services 
rendered. Of the latter, £722,241 was from other 
Government Departments and £723,601 from indus· 
try, £613,592 in all being received by the National 
Physical Laboratory: the net increase on 1959 was 
£1,447,871. Grants to students amounted to £870,289, 
the number of research students in training being 
2,377, of whom 942 (including 88 NATO awards) 
were new; advanced course studentships numbered 
315 (of which 274 were new), first-year studentships 

• Department of SCientiftc and Industrial Research. Report of the 
Research Council for the year 1960. Pp. 65. (Cmnd. 1365.) (London: 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1961.) 48. net. 

77, and research fellowships 75, of which 30 were 
held overseas and 45 in Great Britain, and 39 (in
cluding 21 NATO fellowships) were new. 

Of the research students, 290 were in biology and 
biochemistry, 176 in chemical engineering, 747 in 
chemistry, 77 in electrical and 162 in other engineer
ing, 143 in geology, 43 in the human sciences, 236 in 
mathematics and 503 in physics. Of the advanced· 
course students, 67 were in physics, 62 in mathe
matics, 20 in electrical and 42 in other engineering, 
39 in geology, 28 in biology and biochemistry, 27 in 
chemioal engineering and metallurgy, 25 in the human 
sciences and 5 in chemistry. All 77 first.year student
ships were in chemistry, and chemistry (22), physics 
(21) and biology and biochemistry (18) claimed most 
of the research fellowships. 

Grants for special researches totalled 525, of which 
293 were new, amounting to £5,591,270; of these, 75 
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