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in 1894, the M.B.Lond. with honours in medicine
and the gold medal in forensic medicine in 1896,
the diploma in public health in 1897 and the
M.D.(Lond.) in 1898. After a resident post at the
Royal Sussex Hospital, he became assistant professor
of pathology in University College, London. From
1900-03 he was lecturer in pathology and public
health at University College, Cardiff, and during 1903~
09 medical officer of health and public analyst,
Borough of Colchester. In 1909 he was appointed
the first county medical officer of Somerset. Here he
did the work that was to make him famous.

Savage was remarkable in that he continued to
pursue bacteriological researches which gave him an
international reputation, and at the same time
administered the public health of his county with
conspicuous success.

The organisms present in food poisoning early
engaged Savage’s attention, and he did research work
for the Medical Research Council, partly in collabora-
tion with Bruce White, into the serology of the
Salmonella groups and their relation to food poisoning
(M.R.C. Reports, Nos. 91 and 92, 1925). He also
showed that domestic animals and vermin were the
main reservoirs of these organisms. He made further
fundamental studies into food poisoning. In 1940,
in a discussion at the Royal Society of Medicine, he
gave an account of some original work on Salmonella
dublin, pointing out that it was responsible for human
infection in & number of cases; and as late as 1956
he published a paper with evidence on problems of
Salmonella food poisoning, and directed attention
to the marked increase of food poisoning in Great
Britain since the end of the Second World War
(Brit. Med. J., i, 317; 1956).

Savage strongly advocated the pasteurization of
milk ; he wrote & report on milk and the public health
in 1912, and published the following books: 7he
Bacteriological Examination of Food and Water
(1906), Rural Housing (1915), Food and the Public
Health (1919) and Food Poisoning and Food Infections
(1920). He was the author of a number of
special reports to the Local Government Board, of
papers on the prevention of human tuberculosis of
bovine origin, on canned foods in relation to health,
and on many other scientific subjects, the majority
of which were based on his special investigations.
He was Milroy Lecturer and Mitchell Lecturer at the
Royal College of Physicians, president of the Society
of Medical Officers of Health in 1935, examiner in
public health for the Universities of London, Wales
and Bristol, and received a knighthood for his dis-
tinguished services in 1938; in the same year the
honorary degree of M.D.(Bristol) was conferred on him.

In 1937, Savage retired from the post of county
mediesal officer but returned to assist in public health
work in Somerset during the Second World War.
Thereafter he did important work as chairman of the
Ministry of Food’s Catering Trade Working Party,
while his advice and wisdom continued to be sought
by other Government departments and public health
bodies.

Savage was a strong man both physically and
mentally. His interests were many. He played golf
and lawn tennis up to an advanced age, was a daring
swimmer and a keen gardener. Interested also in
history and archzology, in retirement at Winchester,
he published an important book, entitled The Making
of Our Towns, in 1952 based, on extensive research,
and had been president of the Somerset Archaeological
Society in 1945. He was a staunch friend, kind and
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generous to many. Sir William married Mary A. M.
Wilson in 1900, and they had a son and daughter.
His son, Dr. S. W. Savage, is county medical officer
of Warwickshire. ARTHUR S. MacNaLTy

Prof. Gideon Mer, O.B.E.

Pror. GipEON GerRONIMO MER, professor of
epidemiology and director of the Malaria Research
Station of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, died
on March 23, at the age of sixty-six, in Haifa. To
malariologists all over the world he will be remem-
bered for his work on the transmission of quartan
malaria, for his method of determination of the age of
mosquitoes—a technique now universally adopted in
epidemiological studies of insect-borne diseases for
& geries of lucid papers on the bionomics of 4. elutus,
and, for his studies of insecticides in recent years.

Prof. Mer was born in 1894 in Poniewez, Lithuania
(at that time part of Czarist Russia). Both his
parents were physicians. After graduating from the
Real Gymnasium he went, in 1912, to study medicine
in Heidelberg. He remained there only two years.
At the call of the idealistic youth movement he
interrupted his studies and went to Palestine.

At the outbreak of the First World War he was
exiled by the Turkish authorities to Egypt. He joined
the British Forces, fought in Gallipoli and elsewhere,
and later returned to Palestine with the armies of
Allenby. After demobilization he directed the first
reclamation works in the malaria-infested valleys
of Ezdraelon and Jordan.

In 1924, after a brief return to Lithuania, and
following a happy marriage, Mer went back to his
medical studies. He chose Italy, for he wanted to
gain first-hand experience from the famous Italian
school of malariologists of Grassi, Marchiafava and
Celli. He graduated with honours in 1928, and after
spending & year in postgraduate studies at the schools
of tropical medicine in Amsterdam and Paris, he
returned in 1929 to Palestine to direct the Malaria
Research Station of the Hebrew University at Rosh-
Pinah-Galilee, where he established free polyclinics
for the Arab population of the region and soon was
known as ‘Hakim el Kabir’, beloved and honoured by
all.

Mer’s research work was done under most difficult
and exacting conditions. The experimental trans-
mission of quartan malaria he carried out on himself
and on his wife (volunteer Z. M.). The first trials on
suppressive treatment of malaria with ‘Chinoplasmin’
were done in times of strife at the risk of his own life.
During these pre-war years he also found time to serve
as medical officer to British troops stationed in
Galilee, to many of whom his home in the hills became
well known.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, Mer
volunteered, together with three of his assistants, to
H.M. British Forces and commanded a malaria field
laboratory in Iran, Iraq and Burma. He was made
O.B.E. for his distinguished services and leadership.

After the War, he returned to Israel to use his newly
acquired knowledge of modern insecticides for the
reclamation of malarious areas. With the establish-
ment of the State of Israel, he served with distinction
on many health missions, as head of the Department
of Preventive Medicine of the Armed Forces during
the war of independence, and for a brief period as
director-general of the Medical Services.
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