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collection of Indian types of Spirostomum sp. ; this 
includes different mating types which can readily be 
induced to conjugate, whereas this has only rarely 
been seen in Europe. However, his main work has 
been on the chemistry and physics of the macro
nuclcus. Perhaps Seshachar's greatest service to 
Indian zoology was to organize a laborat,ory at 
Bangalore in which a wide variety of researches went 
on side by side. Apart from work related to his own, 
classical comparative morphology and embryology, 
especially of t,eleosts, were studied, as wore the anat
omy and development of Lori8 tardigradus. Endo
crinological research was carried out on various Indian 
vertebrates, and both nuclear and extranuclear 
cytology were studied in a number of invertebrates. 
Even when the results of such work arc not very 
novel, it is essential as a foundation for the teaching 
of physiological zoology in India. 

Biology in the University of Malta : 
Dr. 0. L. Thomas 

DR. OWEN LEWIS THOMAS, who has been appointed 
to the chair of biology in the Royal University of 
Malta, was born in New Zealand and graduated in 
medicine at Otago University Medical School. 
While a lecturer in anatomy in the Department of 
Prof. W. E. Adams, he gained his M.D. (with distinc
tion) in that subject and was awarded a Beit Memorial 
Medical Research Fellowship. In 1946, he entered 
Oriel College, Oxford, and :studied under Dr. John R. 
Baker in the Linacre Department of Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy, gaining his D.Phil. degree in 
biological sciences. In 1951, Dr. Thomas was 
appointed senior lecturer in physiology in St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital Medical School, London. His 
main research publications relate to the histology and 
cytology of the nervous system. He has recently 
completed his D.Sc. thesis while acting as a teacher of 
biology in the Napier Girls' High School. 

The National Central Library 
THE forty-fourth annual report of the Executive 

Committee of the National Central Library, covering 
the year ended February 29, 1960, refers to dis
appointing progress in planning the proposed new 
building in Store Street (Pp. 20. London: The 
National Central Library, 1960). The possibility of 
obtaining additional storage space outside Central 
London is being investigated. The lending service of 
the Library has shown a marked tendency to expand, 
the number of requests for loans increasing by nearly 
8 per cent, although books published since January 1, 
1959, are no longer supplied to libraries borrowing 
through the Regional Library Bureaux. To facilitate 
quick communication in dealing with urgent requests, 
telex is being installed at the Library. The Executive 
has also recommended putting in hand a project 
involving the use of the xerographic process to deal 
with the arrears of material awaiting insertion 
in the National and Outlier Union Catalogue, in 
which finally the great majority of works available for 
loan in Britain will be recorded. Tho work done by 
the British National Book Centre on behalf of British 
libraries in re-allocating duplicate and other redundant 
books is now being extended to overseas libraries. 
Tho Executive Committee and the Trustees, aft,or 
considering the Roberts Report, have reiterated to 
the Minister of Education their view that the inter
library lending system, with its centre at the National 
Central Library, should be regarded as a whole and 

financed half by the State and half by the partici
pating libraries. The alterations in the Library's 
book selection policy are also considered (see Nature, 
187, 992; 1960). The percentage of applications 
~uccessfully handled decreased from 76 · 18 per cent 
m 1958-59 to 72·22 per cent in 195H-U0, probably in 
consequence of the fact that such requests increasingly 
relate only to books that could not he traced through 
the Regional Systems. Of the 7ti,i521 separate issues 
from or through the Library, 12,79:3 were to university 
libraries, 8,318 to special outlier libraries, 2,299 to 
Government departments, 3,ti22 to overseas libraries, 
3,299 to indust1 ial and research organizations, 33,902 
to public libraries and 10,323 to adult classes. 
University libraries lent 28,611 hooks, and 3,494 hooks 
were lent to 53 countries and 1,871 borrowed from 
29 countries, the chief borrowers being Hungary 
(4:~fi), West Germany (352), Czechoslovakia (478) and 
U.S.S.R. (230), and the chief lenders the U.S.S.R. 
(414), France (380) and West Germany (362). 

Rubber and Plastics Research As~ociation of Great 
Brita·n 
THE Articles of a new combined rubber and plastics 

research association for the United Kingdom-to be 
known as the Rubber and Plastics Research Associa
tion of Great Britain-were adopted at an extra
ordinary general meeting of the executive com
mittee of the Research Association of British Rubber 
Manufacturers in London on November 15. Seventy 
members of the British Plastics Federation, about a 
third of its membership, have already agreed to 
support the new Association. Speaking at tho meeting, 
Mr. P. W. Howard, president of the Research Associa
tion of British Rubber Manufacturers, pointed out 
that the Research Association of British Rubber 
Manufacturers was engaged on work of overlapping 
scientific and technological interest to the rubber and 
plastics industries, and also on work in the thermo
plastics field, much of which was of a similar nature 
to that envisaged by the plastics industry. The 
plastics manufacturers who are founder-memberB 
will be represented in the Association by a Plastic,; 
Research Committee and by representatives on 
the Council. They become members of the new 
Association as from ,January 1, 1961. Both indus
tries will gain much from this joint venture. It has 
been announced by Mr. David Radford, chairman of 
the British Plastics Federation, that research will be 
carried out at the existing laboratories of the rubber 
industry, at Shawbury, near Shrewsbury, and that 
work has already begun on new buildings, with an 
area of 14,000 sq. ft., to house the additional per
sonnel and equipment for plastics research. 

Computer Centre at Woolwich Polytechnic 
SIR THOMAS SPENCER, chairman of Standard 

Telephones and Cables, Ltd., and a governor of 
Woolwich Polytechnic, opened the Computer Service 
Centre at the vVoolwich Polytechnic on November 22. 
The Centro has a Stantec Zebra automatic electronic 
digital computer, designed by Dr. W. L. van der 
l'ool, of the Nether lands l'ost Office Research 
Laboratories, and developed and manufactured by 
Standard Telephones and Cables, Ltd. The machine 
is suitable for mathematical, scientific, enginoering 
and statistical calculations and for commercial, 
financial and industrial applications. A large library 
of problems already programmed is available to users. 
The Computer Centre, which is established in the 
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