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Inspector refers to encouraging developments as a 
result of the initiative of the North West Regional 
Council. The Council itself set up an Industrial 
Hazards Sub-committee, which organized three 
courses in accident prevention at Liverpool, Man
chester and Preston, and afterwards the Cheshire 
County Education Authority established a permanent 
committee to deal with safety training in colleges in 
Cheshire, on which both industry and college staffs 
are represented. The general problem has also been 
discussed at a conference held recently in Glasgow, 
attended by a number of principals, heads of depart
ments and teachers from technical colleges in Scot
land, and addressed by senior members of the factory 
inspectorate. 

Among the suggestions which found favour with 
the conference were publication of a safety code for 
each college; appointment of a member of the 
teaching staff to be specially responsible for safety 
matters; inclusion in examination papers of questions 
relating to safety; and close liaison between the 
technical colleges and inspectors of factories, who can 
give occasional lectures and advise on safcty pre
cautions. A pamphlet, comprising mainly speeches 
delivered at the Blackpool conference, has already 
been distributed to technical college teachers in the 
nor~h-west region and received a wide circulation in 
other par~s of Britain, but these efforts are only a 
beginning and, as the Chief Inspector now emphasizes, 
much more remains to be done if young people are 
to come into industry adequately prepared and the 
transition from school to industry is to be as smooth 
as possible. He urges that it is important for the 
success of this work that education authorities and 
individual principals and heads of departments at 
technical colleges should recognize the seriousness of 
the problem and the need to take steps to deal with it. 

It might be added that this is a matter that 
could well be recognized as a professional respons
ibility by scientists and technologists, not simply 
when their own work as teachers or in industry brings 
them in direct contact with it, but through their 

professional organizations. Their co-operation and 
guidance can sometimes make the decisive difference 
between success and failure, and this is no less true 
in respect of some of the suggestions for action by 
cmployers which are made in this special chapter of 
the Chief Inspector's report. Apart from care in 
picking young people for the work they are going to 
do, training schemes should include six particular 
points. The young worker should be taken around 
those parts of the factory where he will work and 
should be shown what the principal dangers are, 
how they arise and how to avoid them. A fully 
competent adult worker should directly supervise 
the young person's work during the initial period of 
training and the proper method of working any 
machine on which the youngster is to be employed 
should be illustrated in detail and the dangers 
associated with other undesirable methods explained. 
Departmental managers and other supervisory grades 
should be given clear instructions on accident pre
vention and on the need for keeping close control 
over the work of the young persons under their 
charge, and strict discipline should be enforced in 
the adoption of safe methods. Special safety propa
ganda should hammer home the important points and 
make young workers aware of the importance which 
is attached by the employer, and all in supervisory 
positions, to the principles of accident prevention. 

Clearly not all these points concern either the 
scientist or technologist as such, but in many of them 
his interest and co-operation can be decisive factors. 
Moreover, as the report concludes, it is not only firms 
with large numbers of youngsters and great financial 
resources that can achieve substantial results. It is 
well within the capacity of managers and supervisory 
staffs in smaller firms to make the effort to see that 
their young recruits have a good and safe start in 
their chosen career, and many such managers and 
members of supervisory staffs, as well as teachers and 
departmental heads in technical colleges, are them
selves likely to possess scientific or technological 
qualifications. 

THE COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATION IN AUSTRALIA 

T HE eleventh annual report of the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization 

in Australia, covering the year 1958-59*, notes a 
number of changes in organization. 

The Division of Industrial Chemistry has become the 
Chemical Research Laboratories, with three Divisions, 
Chemical Physics, Mineral Chemistry and Physical 
Chemistry, and three independent Sections, namely, 
Cement and Ceramics, Chemical Engineering and 
Organic Chemistry. Similarly, the Wool Textile 
Research Laboratories have been renamed the Wool 
Research Laboratories, with Divisions of Protein 
Chemistry, Textile Physics and Textile Industry. 
The Soil Mechanics Section of the Division of Soils 
has become an independent section of the Organiza
tion and the unit of the Division of Plant Industry 
and Plant and Soil Laboratory, Brisbane, becomes an 
independent Division of Tropical Pastures, while the 

• Eleventh Annual Report of the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization for year 1958-59. Pp. 181. (Can
berra: Commonwealth Government Printer, 1960.) 

former Radio Research Board Laboratory, Camden, 
New South Wales, has become an independent 
Upper Atmosphere Section. Collaboration with the 
universities has been further extended by the estab
lishment with the University of Melbourne of a joint 
laboratory for research and soil mechanics at Syndal, 
Victoria, and of a Meat Research and Teaching 
Centre at the University of Sydney Animal Hus
bandry Farms, Camden, New South Wales. A Rice 
Research Station is being established on the coastal 
plains near Darwin, where studies will be made of 
nutrition and water requirements of rice and of 
possibilities for developing varieties well adapted 
to that environment. Two frigates, specially equipped 
for oceanographic survey work, are being made 
available to the Organization for periods of about 
12 weeks a year, and this assistance will facilitate the 
more comprehensive and regular programme of 
observations which must be undertaken before a clear 
picture of the oceanography of the waters surrounding 
Australia can be developed. 
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In co-operative industrial research support of the 
Australian Leather Research Association, the Bread 
Research Institute of Australia, the Wine Research 
Institute and the Australian Coal Association 
(Research), Ltd., continued. New research projects 
sponsored by industry commenced during the year 
included investigation of solid lubricating materials 
derived from Australian beach sand minerals; 
development of methods for determining the oxygen 
content of cyanide solutions used in extracting gold 
from its ores; research on the colorimetric properties 
of pigmented materials; and the study of changes in 
shell egg quality during marketing. The design study 
for the proposed giant radio-telescope for the Division 
of Radiophysics has been completed, and the radio 
telescope is scheduled for completion early in 1961. 

During the year 24 junior and 26 senior postgrad
uate studentships were awarded as well as 14 overseas 
research studentships. Of the Organization's income 

of £8,060,831 in 1958-59, £6,297,597 was from Treas
ury appropriation and £1,322,576 from the Wool 
Research Trust Fund Account. Of the expenditure of 
£7,5:l8,477 on research activities, £776,186 was on 
animal health and production, £831,237 on the plant 
industry, £263,480 on food preservation and transport, 
£336,868 on forest products, £678,571 on chemical 
research, £198,144 on fisheries and oceanography, 
£657,310 on the National Standards Laboratory, 
£157,049 on building research, £403,453 on radio
physics, £446,402 on wool research, £203,276 on fuel 
research, £125,962 on wildlife survey, and £202,226 on 
land research and regional survey. Besides summariz
ing the work of the Organization during the year in 
nearly thirty different fields, the report includes 
details of the membership of the Council and its 
committees and of the professional staff of the 
Organization as well as a list of papers published 
during the year. 

THE INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS AND THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY 

The Physical Society 

AT the extraordinary general meeting of the 
Physical Society held on July 5, in London, 

the reports of the council and the accounts for the 
year ended December 31, 1959, were presented and 
adopted and the special resolutions for the volun
tary winding up and the transfer of the assets of the 
Society to the newly amalgamated body, the Institute 
of Physics and the Physical Society, were unanimously 
carried. 

The year under l'eview in the annual report is stated 
to have been very satisfactory from the financial 
point of view, with an overall excess of income over 
expenditure of £3,796. The Exhibition Contingency 
Fund was increased by £4,000 to £12,000, but the 
exhibition account still showed a profit of £1,966. 
The 1959 exhibition of scientific instruments and 
apparatus was held earlier in the year, January instead 
of March, but there was no falling off in the keenness 
of exhibitors to obtain space or in the attendance of 
visitors to the exhibition. 

The "Handbook of Scientific Instruments and 
Apparatus", the catalogue of the exhibition, was in 
great demand and sold well. The flow of manu
scripts for pUblication in the Society's Proceedings 
remained steady during 1959, but because of the 
printers' strike the volume of material published was 
less than in former years. 174 papers, 72 research 
notes and 25 letters to the editor were published, and 
54 out of a total of 302 manuscripts received were 
rejected. Volume 22 of the "Reports on Progress in 
Physics", which was published during the autumn, 
was the largest for some years and contained fourteen 
articles. The sale of past issues of both Proceedings 
and the "Reports", as well as of reprints of individual 
articles in the "Reports", showed a marked increase. 
A list of the various lectureships, prizes and medals 
awarded by the Society during 1959 and their recipi
ents is given in the annual report. 

The lectures and the presidential address are pub
lished in the "1959 Year Book of the Physical 
Society" . Brief reference is also made in the report 
to the activities of the Society during the year and 

in particular to the conferences lasting two or three 
days which were held on various subjects in Birm
ingham, Durham, Edinburgh, London and Oxford. 
The attendances were usually between 100 and 
300, with members of the Society forming the 
majority. 

The Institute of Physics 
An extraordinary general meeting of the Institute 

of Physics was held on July 5, 1960, in the 
Institute's House, 47 Belgrave Square, London, with 
the president, Sir George Thomson, in the chair. The 
first part of the meeting took the form of the annual 
general meeting and the fortieth annual report of the 
Board of the Institute of Physics was presented and 
adopted * . The meeting then considered three special 
resolutions concerned with the winding up of the 
Institute and the handing over of its property and 
its funds to the amalgamated body, the Institute of 
Physics and the Physical Society. The resolutions 
were carried unanimously. 

The repor~ records the continued growth of the 
Institute, both in the number of its members and in 
its activities in many fields, including education, 
scientific publications and conferences, symposia and 
meetings arranged by its branches and specialist 
groups. During the year, 933 applications for election 
or transfer to the various grades of member
ship were received, and the total membership 
increased by 445 to 6,754. Five technical colleges 
applied for recognition by the Institute as institutions 
having courses of work approved for the purpose of 
the membership regulations and all five were accepted. 

Thirty-nine of the 119 candidates who presented 
themselves for the examination for the graduateship 
grade of membership were successful; 13 possessed 
university degrees and 26 the Higher National Cer
tificate in applied physics. The fifteen question 
papers, together with the examiners' comments, were 
published in the September issue of the Bulletin of 
the Institute, and afterwards also as a pamphlet. 

• Institnte of Physics. Fortieth Annnal Report of the Board of the 
Institute of Physics for the year 1959. Pp. 19. (Londou: Insti
tute of Physics.) 
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