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transmissions, were transmitted from the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories at New Jersey, U.S.A. 
Prof. A. C. B. Lovell, of the J odrell Bank Radio 
Astronomy Station, announced that signals from 
~ew Jersey had been received about a week ago, 
using the 250-ft. radio telescope. The present tests 
at Malvern are of particular interest since the radio 
aerial used was only 20 ft. in diameter. 

The National Chemical Laboratory 
THE report of the National Chemical Laboratory, 

1959 (London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1960. 4s. 6d. 
net), begins with a report of a steering committee set 
up in October 1958, which made several recommenda
tions. Thus the Committee proposed the transference 
of the collection of industrial bacteria to the Torry 
Research Station and the disbanding of the research 
section. The greater proportion of the National 
Chemical Laboratory's effort is to be devoted to work 
on the thermodynamic properties of pure materials. 
Work on high polymers is reduced to_ the investigatio?
of certain aspects. Work on selective membrane~ 1s 
to be continued. There will be closer co-operation 
with the National Physical Laboratory. The work 
on corrosion, always a valuable part of the research 
in the National Chemical Laboratory, is continuing. 
A Radio-Isotope Applications Group works at Har
well. The report as a whole contains some interesting 
material, usually presented in sufficient detail to be 
intelligible to non-specialists. 

Science Horizons 
COMMENCING with the August issue, the title of 

the monthly review of scientific progress in. the 
United States of America, Atoms for Peace Digest, 
issued by the United States Information Service, 
American Embassy, London, W.l, has been ch~g?d 
to Science Horizons, to reflect the broadened editorial 
content of the journal. For some time now the 
journal has been reporting developments in spa~e 
research electronics and technology generally, m 
addition' to specific developments in nucleonics, a!1d 
these are now to become regular features. Topics 
discussed in the August issue include ram-jet engines 
for supersonic airliners; a world-wide, a!l-weather 
navigation system, base_d on Ea~h satell~tes ; . and 
the 'laser', a light amplifier. Science Horizons 18 to 
be published during the third week of every month, 
but will be dated a month ahead, that is, for example, 
the October issue will be distributed during the third 
week of September. 

International Scientific Radio Union 
THE thirteenth General Assembly of the Inter

national Scientific Radio Union (U.R.S.I.) is being 
held at University College, London, during Sep~mber 
5-15. The Union is in the nature of a federation of 
national scientific bodies interested in the radio as
pects of scientific research and develo~m~nt.. The 
present assembly is being held a~ the . 1?vitat1~n of 
the Royal Society which, through its Brit1Sh ~ational 
Committee for Scientific Radio, is responsible for 
making the arrangements for this ~eeting, under. the 
chairmanship of Mr. J. A. Radchffe. The previ01_1s 
General Assembly was held at Boulder, Colorado, m 
1957 (see Nature, 181, 465; 1958), and Dr. L . V. 
Berkner head of Associated Universities, Inc., N ew 
York ..;as elected president of the Union for the 
curre~t term, and is presiding over the plenary 
meetings in London. The scientific programme of the 
forthcoming assembly is organized under seven com-

m1Ssions, the titles and chairmen of which are: I, 
Radio Measurements and Standards (Dr. B. Decaux) ; 
II, Radio and Troposphere (Dr. R. L . Smith-Rose); 
III, Ionospheric Radio (Dr. D. F. Martyn); IV, 
Radio Noise of Terrestrial Origin (Prof. R. A. Helli
well); V, Radio Astronomy (Prof. A . C. B. Lovell); 
VI, Radio Waves and Circuits (Prof. S. Silver} ; and 
VII, Radioelectronics (Prof. W. G. Shepherd) . 

The British Pteridological Society 
DuruNo the latter half of the last century, search

ing for and growing wild varieties of British ferns were 
wide-spread pastimes. In 1891 a group of Lakeland 
hunters formed themselves into the Norther11 British 
Pteridological Society and attracted members from 
all over Britain. During those early years, the 
emphasis was on varieties and their cultivation, and 
this is still regarded as an important and integral 
part of the activities. In recent years, the scientific 
side has gradually developed and increased in im
portance. This movement has been greatly acceler
ated during the past year, which has seen big changes 
and re-organization in the Society. The importance 
of operating in a much wider field has been realized 
and the Society's aims now include the study of 
world ferns and fern allies. The recording and dis
semination of information on the British Pteridophyta 
still remain, of course, a major activity. In addition, 
an attempt is being made to build up a herbarium of 
varieties in existence to-day. An annual excursion 
for a week to parts of the country where ferns abound 
has long been a popular institution in the Society. 
Additional meetings are held during the year to 
cater for members whose interests are taxonomic 
rather than horticultural. Day field meetings and 
indoor meetings are held in the London area, and a 
separate northern meetings secretary and committee 
organize field meetings for members in the north of 
England and in Scotland. The current annual sub
scription is 10s. Members receive the British Fern 
Gazette, published annually, and, occasionally, other 
publications. The secretary is Mr. J. W. Dyce, 
46 Sedley Rise, Loughton, Essex. 

Mushroom Growing 
THE Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is 

to be congratulated on the new edition of its bulletin 
on "Mushroom Growing" (Bull. No. 34, seventh ed., 
price 6s. H.M.S.O., London, 1960). The sixth 
edition was issued some six years ago, and, as noted 
in the foreword, both before then and since, the 
mushroom-growing industry has seen many important 
changes, specializations and refinements in its prac
tices. Indeed, "Changes in practice are occurring so 
rapidly that no account can be reasonably up to date 
for very long". It is in the light of the many recent 
and contemporary changes and innovations that the 
present guide has been written under the chairman
ship of Mr. F. W. Toovey, director of the Glasshouse 
Crops Research Institute. The essential facts and 
procedures are well and fully set out, and are illus
trated by some excellent photographs. 

Botanical Garden in Tashkent 
A NEW botanical garden was founded in 1950 in 

Tashkent's northern suburb. Of the total projected 
area of 80 hectares, 40 hectares are now occupied by 
a dendro park containing 1,300 species of trees and 
shrubs belonging to the local, European, Far Ea.sten1, 
Chinese and North American flora. The dendro park 
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