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Adams Agricultural College. During 1929-38 he 
worked for Liebig's Extract of Meat Co., in Argentina. 
He joined the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
1939 as a livestock officer. During 1945-49 he was 
loaned to the Colonial Office for service with the 
Government of Barbados. On his return to the 
Ministry in 1949, Mr. Mill was appointed agricultural 
attache in Buenos Aires where he served until 1952, 
having led the United Kingdom delegation to the 
Inter-American and Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion Conference in Monte Video, Uruguay, in 1950. 
Since 1952 he has been a livestock husbandry advisory 
officer of the National Agricultural Advisory Service, 
stationed in the West Midland Region. 

Future of Broadcasting in Great Britain 
THE Committee on Broadcasting under the chair

manship of Sir Harry Pilkington is ready to receive 
representations. The terms of reference of the Com
mittee are : "To consider the future of the broad
casting services in the United Kingdom, the dis
semination by wire of broadcasting and other 
programmes, and the possibility of television for 
public showing, to advise on the services which 
should in future be provided in the United Kingdom 
by the B.B.C. and the loT.A.; to recommend 
whether additional services should be provided by 
any other organization, and to propose what financial 
and other conditions should apply to the conduct of 
all these services". Any person or organization 
desiring to submit evidence or to make representa
tions to the Committee should address them in 
writing to the Secretary, Committee on Broadcasting, 
G.P .0. Headquarters' Building, St. Martin's-le
Grand, London, E.C.l, as soon as possible, but not 
later than November 30. 

Electronic EqUipment in the French Nuclear Energy 
Industry 
No.3 in the Review Series published by the Inter

national Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna, is entitled 
"Electronic Equipment used in the Nuclear Energy 
Industry in France" and is in French with English, 
Russian and Spanish translations of the introduction 
and table of contents. The authors, P. Desneiges, M. 
Doireau, L. Koch and J . Weill, are members of the 
staff of the Centre d'Etudes NucIeaires, Saclay, and 
the subject-matter refers particularly to French 
practice, though much is common to other countries 
and equipment similar to that described is available 
in many places. The four sections of the review deal 
respectively with basic electronics equipment for 
laboratories, such as rate meters, pulse.height 
analysers and personnel monitoring instruments, and 
their standardization; specialized equipment, in
cluding particle detectors of various kinds and com· 
plex electronic equipment for carbon-14 and tritium 
measuring techniques; reactor control equipment, 
including neutron detectors, amplifiers, servo·mech
anisms and electronic computers; and special 
applications of nuclear electronics involved in pro
specting for uranium minerals, the control of the 
chemical processing of plutonium and fission products 
and the detection of leakage of fuel containers. Details 
of circuitry are not given; but a comprehensive list 
of references at the end of the Review includes reviews 
covering specific aspects and a catalogue published 
by the French atomic energy authority which con· 
tains data on commercially available nuclear elec· 
tronio instruments. 

Report of the Government Chemist 
THE report of the Government Chemist for 1958-

59 (London: H.M.S.O., 1960. 38. 6d. net) con
tains accounts of a wide range of subjects studied 
during the period stated. The responsibility for 
this Laboratory, previously known as the Govern
ment Chemist's Department, passed from H.M. 
Treasury to the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research on July 1, 1959, and the report covers the 
period from April 1958 to December 1959. An inter
esting discovery is that of the poisonous alkaloid 
solanine in dangerous amounts in early new potatoes 
imported from the sub-tropics. The formation of 
persistent foams in sewage treatment and in rivers, 
resulting from the use of synthetic detergents, has 
been fully investigated and the report contains much 
information on this subject. The use of alternative 
material is likely to mitigate the trouble. 

Accidents in Mines and Quarries 
THE annual reports of H.M. Divisional Inspectors 

of Mines and Quarries for 1959 (London; H.M. 
Stationery Office) for each of the eight divisions 
(Scottish, 38. 6d. net; Northumberland and Cumber
land, 28. 6d. net; Durham, 38. 6d. net; North 
Eastern, 38. 6d. net; North Western, 38. net; East 
Midland, 3s. 6d. net; West Midland and Southern, 
38. 6d. net; and South Western, 2s. 6d. net) have 
been published at intervals during the past few 
months. The reports deal with accidents and their 
prevention, dangerous occurrences, ventilation, safety 
organization, training, education, health and welfare 
in connexion with all mines and quarries in Britain. 
Most of each report concerns coal mines, with 
emphasis on accidents, dangerous occurrences and 
safety. Accident-rates, fatal and non-fatal, from all 
causes show improvements in some divisions, com
pared with averages for the past three years, but not 
in others. During 1959 the number of men killed in 
coal mines varied, among the divisions, from 0·47 to 
5 ·03 per million tons mined, while the number killed 
per thousand workers varied from 0 ·18 to 1·13; the 
corresponding figures for serious non-fatal accidents 
were 4·62 to 15·01 and 1·97 to 3·17. Except in one 
division, where 47 men were killed in an underground 
fire, more accidents at coal mines were due, as usual, 
to falls of ground than to any other single cause and, 
over Britain as a whole, accounted for 142 deaths 
out of a total of 348 and for 710 serious non-fatal 
accidents out of a total of 1,676. Mining is hazardous; 
but it is clear from these reports that the accident
rates could be much reduced by adherence to rules 
and application of good sense. 

Introducing Atomic Energy 
A SERIES of articles entitled "A Plain Man's Guid .. 

to Atomic Energy" is being contributed by P. J. 
Duncton, the director and general manager of 
(Heston) Fairey Engineering Ltd., to the quarterly 
magazine Fairey Review. In the first article an 
outline was given of the general structure of matter 
and the relationship between matter and energy, 
and in the second article which appears in the current 
issue (3, 36; June 1960) radioactivity and tho 
release of nuclear energy are discussed. Reference is 
made to the classic investigations of the Curies, 
Rutherford, and Cockcroft and Walton, but the 
opportunity is taken to mention and to give illm;
trations of modern methods and equipment for 
handling ana machining radioactive mat,('rialfl. A 
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