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roplonished as required from beads of hexadeoonal 
housed in a small raft with gauze windows. Becaur:;e 
of it,s enormous potential significance, details of the 
Mansfield process were released at an early stfige in 
its development. This has allowed more experience 
to be accumulated under different conditions through
out Australia, and widespread use on thousamls of 
dams has confirmed its potential value. However, 
fU1·ther use has emphasized that, good r esults are not 
obtained unless the raft used meeti; the Common
wealth Scientific and Industrial Researeh Organi:Ga
tion requirements. The condition of the raft must 
be checked periodically. A recent article discusses 
some of these practical points, and describes how 
the few unforeseen difficulties that have cropped up 
can be overcon,e (Rural Research in C.S.I.R.O., 
No. 28; June 1959). 

Research in the Hat and Feltmaking industries 

'l'HE twelfth annual report of the Director of 
R esP,arch, British Hat and Allied Feltrnakers Research 
Association, covering 1,he year onded August 1959, 
stresses the addition to the research programme of a 
study of the shock-absorbing properties of felt and 
other materials, rnlativo to protective headgoar (Pp. 
20. Droyls<len, Manchester: British Hat and Allied 
Feltmakers Research Association, 1959). Other work, 
which has largely been in continuation of work 
already p1·ojected, has included further study of the 
carrotting of fur, an examination of the fibre properties 
of rabbit fur from different sources and attempts to 
assess the feltability of vials by simple tests that 
could be carried out in the factory. A theoretical 
study of the free oscillation of th~ beam system of 
the felt-hardening machine suggested that tho p attern 
of behavionr when the weight is adjusted reflects the 
changes in the amplitude and natural frequency of 
vibration of the beam assembly. The experimental 
programme with selected polyothanoxy assistants in 
dyeing felt showed that the assistanti:i were seloctivo 
in action with acid-levelling, acid-milling and both 
1 : 1 and I : 2 premetallized colours and even in a 
particular class. In studies of tho relation between 
the size and shape of the hat body required to make 
hats of a given size, brim-width and crown-shape, 
wide differences were observed in the stretch pattern, 
and them·etical analysis indicated that the size and 
shape of hat bodies to give hats with a predetermined 
stretch pattern could be calculated if the geometry 
of tho stretching eould be stabilized. A review of the 
system of 'l'DM indexes for measuring felt quality 
showed that the deprmdenco of physical propert,ios 
upon form weight changed with time and that periodic 
revision of tho indexes was required to avoid obsoles
cence. A revised system has been proposed, while 
further work on frictional properties has provided 
an explanation of faults in felt which developed when 
bodies were pounced wot. Lists of publications, 
officers and staff am included. 

"A Microsomal Malic Dehydrogenase" 

DR. KENNETH H. SHULL writes : "It has come to 
my attention that three errors were made in my 
communication undflr this title in Natvre, 183, 
259--260, January 24, 1959. In both Figs. 1 and 2 
the sentence in the legends referring to the abscissre 
should read 'Tho abscissa is the reciprocal of the sub
strate (oxalacetate) concentration in [LM x 1,000/3'. 
The value of the Michaelii-; constant, Km, line 24, 
column 2, p. 259, should read 4·66 x 10-5 M. 'fho 

oxalacetate eonccntration, line !J, p . 260, should read 
253 µM. These errors arose from the fact that I 
plotto<l units of mass, micromoles of oxalacetate per 
cuvette, rather than. units of concentration. Since 
each cuvettc contained a total volume of 3·0 ml., 
thesn reciprocal values for concentration are too largfl 
by a value of 1,000/3. The Michaelis constant which 
was detormined graphically from Fig. I is t.hus too 
small by this same factor''. 

Announcements 

SIR GA VIN DE BEER will retire from the director
ship of tho British Museum (Natural History) on 
April 30. He will be succeeded by Dr. T. C. S. 
Mon·ison-Scott, at present director of the Science 
Museum, and previously on the staff of the British 
Museum (Natural History) in charge of the Mammal 
Room. 

No. 11, Vol. 5 (NovembAr 1959) of "The Biblio
graphy of Scientific Publications of South and South 
East Asia", compilod jointly by Unesco Science 
Co-operation Offices for the area and published by 
Modoc, National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi, 
contains a further 608 classified entries. 

THE second Asian/ Pacific Congress of Cardiology 
will be held in Melbourne dnring the last week in 
May. Further information can be obtained from 
Dr. A. E. Doyle, Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, S.l , 
Victoria, Australia. 

LA Societe de Chirnie Physique is an-anging a 
meeting on the Structure of Graphite and tho 
Kinetics of its Roact,ions during May 31-.June 3. 
Fnrther information can be obtained from the 
Secretaire General de la Soeicte de Chimie Physique-, 
10 Rue Vauquelin, Paris-Ve. 

THE series of Summer Schools in Theoretical 
Chemistry which are hold annually at Oxford is 
being continned this year during September 10--24, 
nndor the direction of Prof. C. A . Coulson. :Further 
particulars can be obtained from t,he Assistant 
Secretary, Dclegacy for Extra Mural Studies, Rewley 
House, '\Vellington Square, Oxford. Applicatfons 
should be made before April 30. 

A SYMPOSIUM on Molecular Structnre and Spectro
scopy will be held at the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, Ohio State University, during June 13-
17. There will be discussions of the interpretation of 
moloculm· spectroscopic data as well as 1nethods for 
obtaining such do.ta. In addition, thArc will be 
sessions devoted to those phases of spectroscopy of 
current interest. Further information can be obtained 
from Prof. R. A. Oel,jen , Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, Ohio State University, Columbus l 0, 
Ohio. 

A TWO -DAY conference, to be held in Philadelphia 
during April 28-29, on "The Role of Nuclear Propul
sion in our .Future Merchant Marine" , has been 
arranged by the Atomic Industrial Forum, an associa
tion oft,hc atomic industry in the United States, in co
operation with tho U.S. Atomie .Energy Commission 
and the Maritime Admini!ltration. The provisional 
agenda includes : economic8 of nuclear ships, safety 
and liabilit,y problems, progress in foreign nations, and 
fut,11.l'e pro!lpocts for the U.S. programme. Further 
information can be obtained from the Conference 
Manager, Atomic Ind.111,trial Forum, 3 East 54th 
Street, New York 22. 
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