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Bird Paintings of the Eighteenth Century 
THE Trustees of the British Museum have pub

lished an account of "Some Eighteenth Century 
Bird Paintings in the Library of Sir Joseph Banks 
(1743-1820)", by Averil Lysaght (Bull. Brit. Mus. 
(Nat. Hist.), Historical Series, 1, No. 6. Pp. 
251-371 +plates 35-37. From the Museum. 40s.). 
This collection, ultimately passing to the British 
Museum, included the work of various artists 
accompanying Captain Cook on his three voyages. 
These are of interest to systematists in that 
some of the drawings rank as the types of the then 
newly discovered species, tho actual specimens 
having deteriorated or perished. The record is of all 
the more value in that some of the species have 
meanwhile become greatly reduced in numbers and 
geographical incidence, if not extinct. Owing to the 
accident that some of the illustrations remained in 
Bloomsbury when others were transferred to South 
Kensington in 1880, these were overlooked by 
Bowdler Sharpe and others. The task of making a 
new assessn1ent was originally suggested by the late 
Sir Norman Kinnear. 

Microcard Adapter for 'Dagmar' Microfilm Reader 
THE Dutch 'Dagmar' m.i.crofilm-mierofiche reader, 

which was introduced into Great Britain in 1957, has 
proved itself to be a good, cheap, portable reader with 
many attractive features. It has been made even 
more versatile by the addition of a microcard adapter. 
This has been developed in the library of the Man
chester College of Science and Technology and it is 
now being manufactured for sale to others. Anyone 
already owning a 'Dagmar' can effect the alteration 
necessary to take the adapter in a few moments. A 
small hole has to be cut in the front panel above the 
Jens and a triangular casting bolted on. This takes 
the condenser system of the adapter and positions 
the illumination so that it shines down on to the 
rnicrocard which is in the glass microfiche holder. 
The adapter is being distributed by Trew 
Microfilming, Ltd., 22 Park Lane, Croydon, at 
about £19. 

Museum of Applied Science, Victoria 
THOSE engaged in museum work have often 

deplored the name but have failed to find an adequate 
substitute. The Report of the Museum of Applied 
Science for the year ended June 1958 states that the 
Trustees have unanimously recommended that the 
term 'Institute' shall replace 'Museum', and they 
trust that the necessary legislation to effect tho 
change shall be introduced. It is felt that the new 
title will indicate more clearly the present functions 
and activities, especially as tho displays interpret the 
rapid and continuing advances in applied science and 
technology. The International Geophysical Year 
was well publicized both by means of special displays 
and booklets. 

Cancer Current Literature Index 
THE Excorpta Medica Foundation, which has its 

main office in Amsterdam, provides a monthly com
prehensive series of abstracts on branches of medicine, 
one of which is devoted to cancer. The August issue 
of the cancer section is a sizeable volume of 170 
pages containing nearly 600 abstracts. The Founda
tion has now, in collaboration with the U.S. Cancer 
Society, begun t,he production of a still more con-

densed form of abs1,racts which consists only of title, 
author and reference to publication ; the first 
number (September) is a guide to 300 papers, dealing 
with different aspects of cancer research. The aim of 
this publication, which has been made possible by a 
grant from the U.S. Cancer Society, Inc., New York, 
is to provide a regular, up-to-date index of the 
bibliographical references to the world's literature in 
the field of cancer_ Tho "Cancer Current Literature 
Index" will appear at intervals of two to three weeks_ 
Each yearly volume will contain approximately 
4,500 references from some 3,000 medical journals 
published all over the world, including those from 
the U.S.S.R. 

Cattle and Buffaloes of India 
ABOUT 20 per cent of the total munber of cattle in 

the world exist in India, and while at present they 
are mainly used for draught purposes, their poten
tiality, at present but poorly developed, for milk 
supply is great. Improvement of these cattle for milk 
production would not only supply one of the 1nain 
nutritional needs of t,he Indian peoples but also 
would improve the economic position of the peasant 
farmer by giving him the weekly income which he 
does not receive from crop farming alone. One of the 
steps towards an improvement is the holding of cattle 
shows for the development of special breeds. A 
bulletin published by the Indian Council of Agri
cultural Research on "Bovine Stars of India" illus
trates some of the best individual cattle of different 
breeds exhibited at four Regional and the All India 
Cattle Shows in 1955 (Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research. Misc. Bulletin No. 82. Pp. iv -e-29. Delhi : 
Manager of Publications, 1957. Rs. 2.37; 4s.). It is 
stated that some of the cattle have been given prizes 
for being the best milch type, but the absence of any 
actual records of production to go with the photo
graphs is to be regretted. Since the buffaloes and 
native Zebu breeds of cattle have a high degree of 
heat tolerance it is on their improvement rather than 
by the introduction of European breeds, lacking heat. 
tolerance, that the future milk supply of India lies. 
Bulls and cows of some twenty-six breeds of cattle 
and three breeds of buffaloes have been photographed 
against a ,;quared background which enables one to 
judge actual size, and an attempt is to be made to 
record body measurements at future shows. Some 
good draught type cattle are also illustrated, but one 
wonders how long it will be before they are replaced 
by mechanization. 

Pest Control 
THE Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

has published under the title "Infestation Control : 
a Service to Agriculture and Food Storage" (pp. iv+ 
32 + 12 plates. London: H.M. Stationery Office. 4s.) 
a pamphlet describing the research carried out by its 
officers on the problems of infestation control in 
farms and warehouses, together with a brief history 
of the subject in Great Britain. The work falls into 
two main parts, one dealing with the insect pests of 
stored foodstuffs, the other with vertebrate enemies, 
such as rodents and birds. By what must be regarded 
as a political accident, vertebrates are covered 
whether they attack crops in the field or in store, 
whereas the invertebrate field pests are the respons
ibility of another section of the Ministry. Both parts 
of the pamphlet cover a surprisingly wide range of 
topics in which the application of scientific method 
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