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structures and quantum mechanics. Recently, in 
collaboration with Dr. Murray Gell-Mann, of the 
California Institute of Technology, he developed 
a theory of weak interactions, which govern the 
electron and positron in radioactivity. Dr. Feynman 
graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology and received his Ph.D. at Princeton University. 
As a scientist with the Manhattan Project, he is 
credited with making important contributions toward 
developing the atomic bomb. In 1954 he won the 
Albert Einstein award, one of America's highest 
scientific honours. 

Ministry of Supply: Director of Materials Research 
and Development 
THE retirement of Dr. H. Sutton in August from 

his present post as director of Materials Research 
and Development (Air) marks the end of the full-time 
service of a most distinguished metallurgist who has 
given the whole of his professional life to the public 
service. Dr. Sutton was educated at King's School, 
Macclesfield, took his first degree in chemistry at the 
University of Manchester, later the degree of M.Sc. 
and in 1935 he received the degree of D.Sc. In the 
First World War he served as research assistant to 
Prof. C. A. Edwards, who was then the regional 
controller and adviser in Manchester to the Ministry 
of Munitions. His departure, therefore, severs one of 
tho rare personal links of the present Ministry of 
Supply with one of its predecessors, the Ministry of 
Munitions. Joining the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
at Famborough in 1918 he was appointed the head 
of its Department of Metallurgy in 1925, a post he 
retained until 1943 when he was tra.nsferred to the 
headquarters post which he has built up, largely 
through his own personal and professional qualities, 
to the important position it now holds in the field of 
British metallurgy, especially in relation to ae o
nautics. 

Dr. Sutton was a pioneer in the work on he 
formulation and fabrication of light metal alloys, 
without which aircraft in their present form would 
not be known. He was also early in foreseeing some 
of the special dangers to which they are subject in 
relation to crack formation, brittleness and the like. 
In later years, while never discarding his first interests 
in aluminium-based alloys, he has been forward in 
promoting work on titanium and other possible more 
novel metals. At the same time, as the scope of his 
duties has widened, he has seen to it that much 
attention has been given to the non-metallic materials 
that play so important a part in the construction of 
modem aircraft. A prolific author of papers on 
metallurgical subjects published in most of the 
metallurgical journals, he has been honoured during 
his career by the award of the Simms Gold Modal and 
the Silver Medal of the Royal Aeronautical Society. 
He is a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society, a 
founder Follow of the Institution of Metallurgists and 
a member of all the relevant professional societies. 
His professional advice has been widely sought by 
committees in government and industry and he has 
been unsparing in forwarding those subjects to which 
he has devoted his life. 

The Council for Nature 
AT the recent annual general meeting of the Council 

for Nature the following resolutions were passed: 
"The Council for Nature fully shares the great 

concern of naturalists in Britain at the threats to the 
remaining undeveloped areas of the country's coast-

line by industrial and other developments and con
siders that the importance of those areas, both for 
scientific study and for the conservation of wild life 
no less than for the preservation of amenity and 
opportunities for recreation, calls for a ha.lt to the 
process of spoliation. The Council therefore urges 
that a meeting of the national bodies interested in 
the matter should be convened by the Nature Con
servancy at an early date with a view to pressing for 
vigorous action including a review of the principles 
at present governing the siting of nuclear power 
stations. 

"The Council for Nature welcomes the public
spirited action of a large firm of manufacturers in 
withdrawing recently their supplies of arsenical spray. 
The Council, while recognizing the need for the use 
of toxic sprays (subject to proper safeguard), urges 
the Government to control the wholesa.le application 
of agricultural sprays the cumulative effect of which 
is still unknown, but which have been, or may be, 
damaging to so many plants and animals, including 
such useful insects as bees. The Council urges further 
that the use of arsenical sprays should be prohibited 
or restricted forthwith, and that the Government and 
its agencies should give high priority to the research 
needed into the long-term effect of toxic sprays on 
the complex life of the countryside." 

Canadian Institute of Oceanography 
THE Canadian Government as well as the univer

sities are showing rapidly growing interest in the 
scientific study of the oceans. An annual grant of 
90,000 dollars to Dalhousie University was made by 
the National Research Council of Canada, for the 
establishment of an Institute within the University 
to teach and promote research (see Nature, 183, 1161 ; 
1959). The Department of Mines and Technical 
Surveys has now announced its intention to set up a 
new three-million dollar laboratory in Bedford Basin 
at the head of Halifax Harbour only a few miles from 
the University. The project means the building up in 
the neighbourhood of Halifax and Dartmouth of a 
strong centre for marine sciences. It will include the 
Atlantic and sub-Arctic sections of the Canadian 
Hydrographic Service, the oceanographers, hydro
graphers and geologists who work in the Arctic and 
the Atlantic Oceanographical Group of the Fisheries 
Research Board. Ten new ships to serve them are 
already being planned and the first, the C.G.S. Hudson, 
costing seven million dollars, is expected to be com
missioned in 1961. The main purpose of the new 
laboratory, which will be called the Bedford Institute 
of Oceanography, is to study the physics of the water 
and the sea bed, but provision is made for close co
operation and liaison among all aspects of the subject, 
and with the rapidly growing effort on the Pacific 
coast and work on the Great Lakes. In making the 
announcement the Ministry of Mines and Technical 
Surveys stressed the importance of a better under
standing of tho oceans to science, defence, commerce, 
and development of the country's resources. 

Reconstruction of Brazilian Library 
AN appeal for help to reconstruct the library of the 

Brazilian Centre for Physics Research, damaged in a 
recent fire, has boon launched by Unesco and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. At a meeting 
of Unesco's Executive Board in Paris in June, Prof. 
P. de B. Carneiro stated that the Centre's collection 
of works on nuclear physics and higher mathematics, 
the only one of its kind in Latin America, has been 


	The Council for Nature

