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National Science Foundation : 
Dr. David D. Keck 

THE National Science Foundation has announced 
that Dr. David D. Keck has resigned his position at 
the New York Botanical Garden in order to remain 
permanently as programme director for systematic 
biology at the Foundation's Division of Biological 
and Medical Sciences. The Systematic Biology Pro
gramme receives research proposals and administers 
more than three hundred active grants. In 1950, 
Dr. Keck joined the staff of the New York Botan
ical Garden as head curator ; he became assistant 
director in 1955 and served as acting director in 
1958. From 1926 until 1950 he was on the staff of 
the Division of Plant Biology of the Carnegie Institu
tion of Washington, at Stanford, California. There 
h e was a member of a research team concerned with 
pioneer work on the nature of plant species. He is 
the author of many technical papers and has col
laborated with Philip A. Munz in writing "A Cali
fornia Flora" that has just come from the University 
of California Press. 

Microbiological Research 
IN a written answer in the House of Commons on 

July 21, Mr. H. Nicholls, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works, stated that since the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research announced last 
December its intention to encourage university 
research in microbiology, ten applications had been 
received for grants for research projects in micro
biology not previously supported by the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and all these 
applications had been approved. 

Zenith Reactor 
A QUESTION was asked in the House of Lords on 

July 15 about the 'Zenith' low-power reactor installed 
at Winfrith Heath mainly to further the work of the 
European Nuclear Energy Authority project for 
rosearch on a high-temperature gas-cooled reactor. 
In reply, the Minister of Power, Lord Mills, said that 
the project would pay rent to the Atomic Energy 
Authority for the use of the reactor. It was hoped 
that about half the professional staff would be pro
vided from signatory countries other than the United 
Kingdom. Of the total estimated cost of the project, 
£10 million would be contributed by the participants, 
the United Kingdom supplying the balance of £3 ·6 
million and would retain ownership of the reactor 
and other equipment in Britain when the project 
was terminated. The work would be carried out by 
the Atomic Energy Authority, but all participating 
countries had their say on various matters connected 
with the project. 

Chief Inspector of Nuclear Installations 
IN the course of the debate in the House of Com

mons on July 2, when the Nuclear Installations 
(Licensing and Insurance) Bill was given its third 
reading, it was stated that the Minister of Power 
intended to appoint a chief inspector of nuclear 
installations who would be responsible for advising 
on the measures to be taken to carry out the Minister's 
1·esponsibilities under the Act. The appointment had 
been offered (pending the Royal Assent) to Major
General S. W. Joslin, who had accepted it. Major
General Stanley William Joslin was educated at 
Hackney Downs School, Royal Military Academy, 
Woolwich, and the University of Cambridge. H e 

held the appointment of director of mechanical 
engineering at the War Office, until he joined the 
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority in 1954, 
and later became deputy director (personnel) of the 
Industrial Group. As chief inspector, Major-General 
Joslin will be the head of the inspectorate, and one 
of his main tasks will be to advise on the organization 
and build-up of the inspectorate. 

Exchanges between Soviet and U.S. Scientists 
THE U.S. National Academy of Sciences and the 

U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences have announced the 
signing of a two-year agreement providing for 
exchange visits by research scientists of each country 
for periods up to one year. Under the terms of the 
agreement, each Academy named twenty fields of 
specialized scientific inquiry in which its scientists 
wish to observe or conduct research within the host 
country. In addition, the agreement provides that 
the two Academies will organize joint symposia 
dealing with scientific problems of current interest, 
assist each other in the exchange of scientific in
formation, and on a reciprocal basis exchange 
invitations to important scientific meetings. Imple
mentation of these provisions will substantially 
increase the exchange of scientists between the two 
countries. 

Colonial Development 
THE annual report of the Colonial Development 

Corporation, for 1958 (London: H.M. Stationery 
Office. Pp. v+69. 4s. 6d. net) and the last over the 
signature of Lord Reith, who was succeeded as chair
man on March 31 by Sir Nutcombe Hume, records 77 
continuing projects compared with 76 the prev:ious 
year. Four have stopped, and of_ the five new J?r?Jects 
approved, one, Federation Chermcals, ~td. (Trllllda?-), 
for the first time associates Corporat10n money with 
American technique and finance in a Colonial terri
tory. Much effort has been spent in Nigeria _in 
seeking to bring about joint d evelopment compa_ru~s 
in partnership with regional Governments, and it 1s 
understood that the Corporation's view that such 
companies have a particular importance as instru
ments through which Nigerians and the Corporation 
can share responsibility in investigating and launch
ing development projects will be accepted. Capital 
approved for new projects and for expansion and 
completion of existing ones amounted to £3 million 
compared with £6 million in 1957, and gross new 
expenditure was £6 million. The report claims that 
the work of the Corporation has increased Colonial 
production of rice, citrus, pineapples, bananas, palm 
oil, cocoa, coffee, tea, margarine, flour, meat and 
fish, and also of gold, silver, copper, t imber, cement, 
manila, hemp, wattle extract, rubber, hides, tobacco, 
tung oil, copra, electricity, houses, factories, roads 
and bridges. Besides assisting in the creation of such 
productive assets as hydroelectric installations in 
Dominica, St. Vincent, Rhodesia and Kenya, irriga
tion canals in Swaziland, roads and bridges in Ghana 
and Nigeria, and in making more than 500,000 acres 
of idle land productive, direct projects of the Cor
poration provided employment for more than 16,000 
workers. 

Lord Reith claims, however, that much moro could 
have been done, and while he stresses the need for 
first-class management and for trusting the Cor
poration to use its commercial judgment in the best 
interests of overseas development and thus of Great 
Britain itself, ho is strongly critical of its relations 
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