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Institute, editor of Combustion and Flame, and form
erly of Fuel. He was active in work on the dis
semination of scientific information (Science Abstracts 
Committee), on the use of scientific man-power 
(Barlow Committee) and on the use of the world's 
fuel and energy resources. His educational interests 
are shown by his active membership of the governing 
bodies of Winchester College and of Charterhouse. 
Last year, he was responsible for the successful 
organization of the seventh International Combustion 
Symposium in Oxford. His recent intense activity 
had been on the Government Committee of Inquiry 
into the Fishing Industry, and in research into the 
characteristics of smouldering for the Tobacco 
Manufacturers' Standing Committee. His work was 
recognized by a knighthood in 1943 and a number of 
honorary degrees and medals, including the Rumford 
Medal of the Royal Society in 1946. 

In 1912, he married the Hon. Ruth Cripps, only 
daughter of the first Baron Parmoor, sister of his 
close friend at University College, the late Sir Stafford 
Cripps. 

As a man, we remember his quiet unassuming 
manner, his unfailing smile of greeting, his tireless 
work on his many scientific interests, and his delight 
in his second career as a painter. Somehow, despite 
his many activities, he always had time to spare for 
everyone. He had the genius for bringing out the 
best in those with whom he worked and took a father
ly interest in the numerous research students he 
sponsored, so many of them now in high positions in 
science and industry. This keen personal interest in 
his students, colleagues, and indeed in all he did, was 
fully shared by Lady Egerton. His life and work are 
an example to all those whom he has influenced. 

A.G. GAYDON 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Biochemistry at Birmingham : Dr. S. V. Perry 

THE development of a Department of Biochemistry 
in the University of Birmingham, arising as it does 
in part from the former Department of Industrial 
Fermentation, needs for guidance a man of scientific 
ability and vigorous powers of leadership. The 
appointment of Dr. S. V. Perry to be professor of 
biochemistry has recently been announced. Dr. 
Perry graduated with first-class honours in bio
chemistry in the University of Liverpool in 1939 
and was elected to the Isaac Roberts research 
scholarship upon graduation. After the Second 
·world War he was elected a Rouse Ball research 
student of Trinity College, Cambridge, and began his 
researches on muscle biochemistry in the Department 
of Biochemistry. He was elected a research fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1947 and a Common
wealth Fund Travelling Fellow in 1948, spending the 
year 1948-49 in the Department of Physiology of the 
Medical School of the University of Rochester, New 
York, investigating the biochemical properties of 
skeletal muscle. In 1950 he was appointed a lecturer 
in biochemistry in the University of Cambridge. His 
researches have been largely concerned with bio
chemical function in relation to intracellular mor
phology with particular reference to the muscle cell. 
A study of the intracellular components of striated 
muscle has been pursued in an investigation of the 
biochemistry of the cell in general, and of the con
tractile process in particular. These studies are throw -
ing important light on the nature of the association 
between muscle proteins and the role of their inter
action in muscular contraction. Dr. Perry has taken 
part, by invitation, in a number of international 
congresses concerned with the biochemistry of muscle, 
and has published many articles on this subject in 
the Biochemical Journal and other scientific periodi
cals. 

Analytical Chemistry at Birmingham : 
Prof. Ronald Belcher 

THE award of the title of professor of analytical 
chemistry is a tribute to the work Dr. Belcher has 
done at Birmingham in building up the School of 
Analytical Chemistry, which is unique in Great 
Britain. The honour comes at an appropriate time, 
since he is at present the president of the Analytical 

Chemistry Section of the International Union of 
Chemistry and a vice-president of the Union. Prof. 
Belcher received his early education in Sheffield and 
gained his first qualifications through the Royal 
Institute of Chemistry. After carrying out extensive 
researches since 1928 on coal at the University of 
Sheffield, he became a lecturer in chemistry in the 
University of Aberdeen in 1946, moving to Birming
ham in 1948. Since that time a constant fl.ow of 
papers has come from his group and no less than 
twenty-eight higher degrees have been awarded to 
graduates in analytical chemistry under his super
vision. With pupils and colleagues he has published 
more than 150 papers and ten well-known books, all 
in the field of analytical chemistry, and to these and 
his many editorial and committee activities he owes 
his world-wide reputation. He gained the Ph.D. and 
D.Sc. of the University of Birmingham. With the 
vast extensions of the Chemistry Department at 
Birmingham nearing completion, Prof. Belcher and 
his colleagues will have greatly increased facilities 
for research and the training of analysts at all levels. 

Mathematical Physics at Birmingham : 
Prof. G. E. Brown 

THE title of professor of mathematical physics has 
been conferred on Dr. G. E. Brown, at present reader 
in the Department of Mathematical Physics. Dr. 
Brown, who is a citizen of the United States, studied 
in South Dakota State College, at the Universities of 
Iowa and Wisconsin, and after war service became a 
graduate student at Yale in 1947 and obtained his 
Ph.D. there in 1950. He was awarded the D.Sc. of 
the University of Birmingham in 1957. He went to 
Birmingham with a post-doctoral award in 1950, was 
appointed a research fellow in September 1950 and 
has been on the teaching staff since 1954, except for 
a period of study leave from January to September 
1958, which was spent in the Institute for Theoretical 
Physics in Copenhagen. He has published numerous 
papers on different aspects of quantum theory, par
ticularly on relativistic electron theory, including 
relativistic corrections in atomic problems. More 
recently he has done important work in nuclear 
theory, including a series of papers with various 
collaborators on the relation between the nuclear 
many-body problem and the 'optical model'. 
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