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Digest of Soviet Technology 
A Digest of Soviet Technology is being published each 

month by Engineering Information Services, Ltd. 
(No. I ; April 1959 : 8 Victoria Road, Kirkham, 
Preston). The subscription rate is £6 6s. annually. 
Such a new digest, with an editorial policy of giving 
" express information on recent technological develop
ments in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe", 
should be of great value to all persons concerned 
with technical progress in industrial and academic 
research. It is claimed that the information supplied 
is obtained by critical reading of a large number of 
periodicals and non-periodical literature published in 
Soviet countries. The fields of coverage are essentially 
mechanical engineering, production processes and 
methods, instruments and automation. The material 
is divided into the following sections : Design and 
Production; Metallurgy, Welding and Foundry Pro
duction ; Instruments and Automation ; General 
News, including inventions and book reviews. In the 
third number (June), the editors state that in future 
greater attention will be paid to 'non-periodicals'. This 
follows when one realizes that a considerable propor
tion of Soviet technical information is given in books 
before it appears in periodicals. Certainly when this 
policy is brought into force the Digest will be able 
truly to provide "express information". 

journal of Research of the National Bureau of 
Standards 
IT is announced in the April issue of the Journal 

of Research of the National Bu1·eau of Standards that 
the Journal is now to be published in four sep
arate sections. Section A (Physics and Chem
istry), to be issued bi-monthly, will cover a broad 
range of physical and chemical research, with 
major emphasis on standards of physical measure
ment, fundamental constants, and properties of 
matter. Section B (Mathematics and Mathematical 
Physics), to be issued quarterly, will be devoted to 
pure and applied mathematics, including mathe
matical statistics, theory of the design of experiments 
and numerical analysis ; theoretical physics, chemis
try and engineering, with emphasis on the mathe
matical content; and logical d esign, programming, 
and computers. Section G (Engineering and Instru
mentation), to be issued quarterly, will include new 
developments in instrumentation, data processing, 
test methods, and some of the work in acoustics, 
applied mechanics, building research and cryogenic 
engineering. Section D (Radio Propagation), to be 
issued bi-monthly, will report research in radio 
propagation, communications, and upper atmospheric 
physics. The separate sections may be subscribed 
for individually. 

British Scientific lnstru ment Research Association 
Publications 
IT is announced in a recent issue of the Bulletin 

of the British Instrument Research Association that 
several changes are to be made in the regular 
publications of the Association. Henceforth, the 
Bulletin, Sira Technical News and Research Reports, 
together with other office matter, are to be printed 
by the Association. For this purpose an office type 
composing machine (supplied by Vari-Typer Ltd., 
London) and a Rotaprint rotary printing machine 
have been installed. The type faces used for the 
Bulletin and the News will differ from those at 
present, but the 10-point size will be retained. The 

Bulletin, which was originally intended to be circulated 
to members of the Association only and which now 
is generally available, contains abstracts from current. 
literature relating to the construction and use of 
scientific instruments, and news of the Association's 
activities in a section entitled "Association Notes". 
However, since March 1953, the second monthlY 
publication, Sim Technical News, with a circulatio;1 
limited to members only, has been issued, the specific 
aim of which is to tell the members about the 
Association's work. "Association Notes" will there
fore, in future, be transferred from the Bulletin to 
Sira Technical News, and the title of the Bulletin is 
to be changed tD Instrument Abstract,9. 

Feltmaki ng Research 
THE eleventh annual report of the Director of 

Research of the British Hat and Allied Feltmakers 
Research Association for the year ended August. 
1958 (pp. 20. Manchester : British Hat and Allied 
Feltmakers Research Association, 1959) refers to tho 
inclusion of research on finishing processes as a full
time activity. Work on the carrotting of furs has 
shown that the quality of the felt produced is related 
to the m ethod by which it is obtained and further 
work has established the importance of body size. 
weight and build, relative to the size and substanco 
of the hat. Work is to start on the stoving of skins in 
the carrotting process and work on wool noils indicates 
that only 35 per cent of the overall variability of the 
felt-quality parameters can be explained by chemical 
tests for damage. Further work was carried out on 
the determination of the solubility in alcohol of grades 
of lac, and a study of a new multiroller machine for 
both settling wool and felting fur bodies indicates 
that multirollers can be made to give a rapid rate of 
felting without adversely affecting the quality of the 
felt, by using a balanced combination of pressure, 
jig amplitude and frequency, together with a pre
determined traverse rate and controlled temperature 
and acidity. A detailed study was made of the 
technology of a fur-hardening machine as it affects 
the quality of the hardened forms and hat borlies 
produced, and in further work on the use of polyethan
oxy compounds as dyeing assistants a relation was 
found between dyeing properties and the partitioning 
of the dy;es into a layer of ethanoxy compound above 
water : dyes with the highest partition coeffici<mts 
gave the best results on dyeing. Studies on frictional 
properties of felt indicate that frictional behaviour 
against wood depends on the surface roughness, 
whereas against phenol-formaldehyde resins, the nature 
and structure of the fillers are important. Work was 
initiaterl on the measure of hat felts for tensile pro
perties. 

The Regional Research Laboratory, Hyderabad 
THE annual report for 1957-58 of the Regional 

Research Laboratory, Hyderabad (pp. ix + 136. 
Hyderabad, 1958), emphasizes the further reorienta
tion of the research programme both for team-work 
and the grouping of schemes into projects. For the 
internal planning and conduct of research the 
operational research approach has been followed, and 
this is outlined in the report. A striking feature of 
the year was the increase in pilot-plant work, and 
particular attention is also directed to the work on 
'Citicide', a powerful new insecticide from turpentine 
developed in the Laboratory; on 'Hykole', active 
carbons produced from coktl; the production of 
phenylacetic acid and phenylacetamide, for use in 
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